I know there is concern about the coronavirus and how it may affect our athletes, coaches and spectators at these events. We are monitoring the situation closely and taking it seriously.  We certainly do not want to jeopardize anyone and we expect everyone to take the required precautions including washing their hands often and not touching their face.

At this time we are planning on hosting our State Meet at Bellows Falls Union High School.  We are continuing to monitor the situation as it progresses.  I have talked to the school and they open for all events at this time.  We will keep you posted if anything changes.  We have discussed other options including limiting spectators or holding the levels and divisions that need to qualify to Regionals in a club location.  Those actions will not be taken at this time.

We request that all gymnasts/coaches/volunteers/spectators follow government guidelines about self-quarantine, and refrain from coming to the meet if you: (a)  have traveled in any of the countries listed by the CDC within the last 14 days (currently China, Italy, Hong Kong, Iran, Japan, Singapore, South Korea and Thailand), (b) are exhibiting any signs of illness, such as a fever, cough, etc. or (c) have been in contact with anyone that has been exposed to, is exhibiting signs or has the corona virus.  We are counting on everyone to be responsible about following these guidelines.

State Meet Precautions
I currently have cleaning products for the mats for the meet.  I plan on wiping down/spraying the mats and equipment surfaces between the meets.  We will also be wiping down the bleachers between sessions.

I have also contacted and secured hand washing stations for the meet - we will have 1 for gymnasts/coaches before they enter the gym - we will have 1 near the coaches and judges room to use before entering the food area - we will have 3 for the spectators to use when they enter the facility.  Hand washing will be required for all entering the facility - bathrooms would also be available for use for washing.

I will also have gloves, cleaning wipes and hand sanitizer available for the volunteers/coaches/judges/gymnasts on the floor.  Gloves and wipes will be available for all spectators who want them.

Here is what I know about Regionals/Nationals and other states.

As of March 10, Regional competitions are moving forward as planned. However, with several states in our region declaring a state of emergency (including MA, CT and NY) this decision may be altered. We expect an update from the Regional and National office within the next few days addressing whether Region 6 regionals will be held and if they are, if there will be an alternate qualification process in the event that state meets are cancelled. 

At this time, USA Gymnastics does not have any plans of moving JO Nationals from Tacoma, WA on May 15-17, 2020. While they are being mindful of the current situation in Washington, they are also exploring other options, should the need to move JO’s become imminent. 

While we understand that competition disruption is not ideal, the health and well-being of our athletes, spectators, coaches, judges and volunteers must be our top priority. In the meantime, please advise your athletes and families of our updates and ask them to help contain the spread of COVID-19 by following the guidelines set forth by VT Dept of Health and Human Services. 

Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns. The national office has politely requested that you send any questions about regionals, nationals, etc. to my attention rather than to them - they are being inundated with emails from coaches and athletes - as soon as they have decisions/information to share they will send it to the State and Regional chairs first and we in turn will share it with our membership immediately.

Thanks

Jill G Vanderpot
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