Minnesota Disabled Hockey Report
June 18, 2018
Minnesota Disabled Hockey would like to recognize the passing of Larry Hendrickson. His contributions and legacy to our programs will forever be remembered, and athletes of all abilities are playing this great game with his support. 
USA Disabled Hockey:
June Board meeting minutes:

REGISTRATION

The Registration Report was handed out for review.  JJ asked that everyone look at the list and get any changes or concerns to Jeremy. Laura Johnson indicated starting with the 2018-19 season, the association codes for the disabled hockey section will be changing so that it will be easier to track and create reports.  What will happen is that the first two letters will be the state, the third letter will be “D” to indicate disabled hockey, the next number will indicate what discipline and the final three will be the unique id number.  Along with this the Registry Portal will be updated so that unless you have this code scheme you will not be able to select a disabled discipline when creating the team.  This should help with teams that are currently being claimed by the local youth program.  She also indicated that the District Registrars have agreed that all of our disabled hockey programs need their own association code instead of multiple programs in one.     

DISABLED HOCKEY FESTIVAL

Mike Svac gave a report on the 2018 Disabled Hockey Festival in Chicago last April.  While the event was anticipated to be larger than San Jose, it was significantly larger than anticipated.  It is estimated that 1,685 players participated on 130 teams.  They are still finalizing the books, but are currently anticipating a $12,000 net revenue that will go back into disabled hockey in Illinois.  Mike thanked everyone that helped to make the event successful and especially Amy Lapoe who he said worked extremely hard and he has never seen anyone work as hard.

JJ indicated that while the 2018 Disabled Hockey Festival was a huge success our current model is not working.  The cost to run this event has gone up significantly over the years and it was very taxing to have the event at the same location two weekends in a row.  Two of the recommendations moving forward are to raise the team fee and shorten the early bird registration period. In addition, something has to be figured out with the hotels as this past year teams had held rooms, but then released them for alternate hotels or booked directly with the hotel.  The problem with that is that the contracts that have minimum requirements plus if you do not book through the proper procedure you do not get the rebate that is anticipating.    Norm Page asked if maybe this is something we can work with the hotels since we are bringing in so much revenue to the hotels that they need to be flexible.  David Crandell indicated that we also need to hold teams accountable.  The idea was proposed to reach out to the companies that currently run hockey tournaments for the youth programs around the country.  Jim Smith said that what you need is one person whose only role is to deal with hotels and to follow-up and work with teams on setting-up their hotels.  Then you have to make a stand and if someone does not follow the rules, they cannot participate in the event.  The other option was to increase the team fee to cover the cost of the revenue from hotels and not have any host hostels and anyone can book anywhere.  

JJ would like to put a playbook together on what is needed to run the Festival, like the number of volunteers, the different volunteer positions.  This will help the host from year to year to make sure they know what is needed and what is not needed.

JJ recommended that we raise the fee to $500 for early bird, $750 after early bird.  The early bird date should end December 1st.  The registration deadline should be moved to January 15th.  Mike Svac recommended that we limit the number of teams to help with the coordination and budget of the event.  JJ felt that with the fee increase and registration deadline will fix this problem we had last year with too much ice.  JJ felt maybe instead though we could ass verbiage that says “First Come, First Serve.”  David Crandell suggested that you keep the early bird fee at $500, but change the normal fee to $1,000 and you are refunded the difference if you are selected to participate.  

A motion was made by David Crandell to increase the early bird fee to $500 and the normal fee to $1,000 and to change the early bird deadline to December 1st and the registration deadline to January 15th, seconded by Toni Gillen.  THE MOTION CARRIED.
JJ indicated that the 2019 Disabled Hockey Festival will be in Wesley Chapel, FL. Blind, Deaf/Hard of Hearing, Special, Standing Amputee and Warrior hockey will be March 28-31, 2019 and sled hockey will be April 4-7, 2018.

DISABLED HOCKEY WORKSHOP

Jeremy gave a brief overview of last year’s event in Columbus and indicated that the Disabled Hockey Section was invited to attend the Disabled Hockey Workshop and had a meeting as well.  That will continue with the event this year, which will be in Las Vegas, October 5-7, 2018.  The hotel has been secure and we are working on finalizing meeting space and everything, but information should be sent out in the near future.  Amy Lapoe challenged the Disabled Hockey Section to get at least one person from their district there from the Special Hockey Programs.  She also asked for everyone to think about topics that should be covered for Special Hockey Programs.  She mentioned SafeSport as an important topic for Special Hockey.

JJ indicated that he thinks we need to run the Disabled Hockey Workshop be every other year.  Dave Crandell indicated that maybe there is a rotation of what the focus of the Disabled Hockey Workshop is.  Marie indicated that maybe it is a coaching workshop one year and then administrators workshop the other year.  JJ also said another option is to do an online training through Zoom on the off year.  

JJ recommended that for the Disabled Hockey Workshop we will keep running it every year, but it rotates between Administration and Coaching every other year.  The Disabled Hockey Section agreed with that recommendation.  

SLED HOCKEY

Norm Page gave an update on sled hockey.  Sled hockey in continuing to grow not only within existing programs more new programs that are coming on board.  He reminded everyone of the sled grant program that provides five free sleds to new programs.  Norm also reminded everyone about the sled lending program which is a huge success and sleds are used almost all year long. JJ indicated that Mobility Sports is looking to create a program to be able to rent sleds.  Norm indicated that Try Hockey For Free sessions have been very successful and working with the local NHL team has made these events even better as you can tie into their Try Hockey For Free program. 

Norm mentioned that more and more rinks are asking about sled accessible rinks.  Some are new rinks and other are rinks that want to convert to sled accessible rinks.  The problem is that many of the sled hockey teams are not utilizing the accessible rinks.  He wondered if we should look at mandating teams to use the benches in rinks that have them or should we encourage the rinks to utilize that money for something else that would be more beneficial for sled hockey.  The general consensus was that they are indeed not used and that rinks should focus on threshold for getting on/off the ice, the locker rooms being accessible and getting from the rink to the locker rooms.

Norm handed out and went over the recommended rule changes for the sled hockey.  A motion was made by David Crandell to approve of the recommended sled hockey rule changes, seconded by Nick McCummings.  THE MOTION CARRIED
Norm then went over some ideas that were discussed for sled hockey at the Festival.  The first was that USA Hockey will provide the pusher so if you have a pushed player you cannot use your own pusher.  Renee was concerned that some of the players that need to be pushed in her program will not like to be pushed by someone that they do not know and does not know the unique issues for the individual player.  The second Festival rule is the possibility to add an Adult C division that is non-check. The third Festival rule discussed was the possibility to prohibit a non-contact player from participating in the A division.  There was a lot of discussion about this and after much discussion the recommendation that non-contact players should only be used for medical issues that are long lasting like brittle bone syndrome and must be a recommendation of the licensed medical professional.   It was agreed that the Disabled Hockey Section was comfortable that Dr. Dave Crandell understood what intent of this rule change and would create the new verbiage that would address this.  This one will now be a rule change not an event guidebook rule, which was approved by the Disabled Hockey Section.

A motion was made by David Crandell to approve of the recommended sled hockey rules for the Disabled Hockey Festival, seconded by Renee Loftspring.  THE MOTION CARRIED

JJ then discussed the rule implemented this past year regarding the 100-miles.  He gave a summary of some of the feedback he heard over the year regarding the rule and the waiver process.  One of the comments he heard from the NESHL was that they have to purchase their ice well in advance and if waivers were not approved for a team, they may not participate in the league and would pull from the league causing them to have to pay for ice that is not used.  JJ indicated that the recommendation for the sled hockey rules subcommittee was to not change the rule, but to allow the Sled Hockey Waiver Committee to approve waivers for more than one year at a time so that programs do not have to submit waivers every year.  

Renee brought up the idea that players that have attended the Sled Select Camp for multiple years that have never made the US National Development Team should also not be allowed to play in the youth division.  JJ was concerned that coaches many not nominate someone or players may turn down the invitation to not lose eligibility to play on their youth team.  Renee also brought up the idea that we recommend that teams classify themselves as an “A,” “B,” “C” team ahead of time so that teams know what is coming and know if they should send a team or not.  JJ indicated that his team always asks the tournament organizer what level it is and then determines if his team should go.  Renee indicated that in the past some tournaments have not given the answer other than it is a “youth” tournament. Ultimately it was determined there was not good solution other than to continue to work with the tournaments to help ensure they are competive.   
SPECIAL HOCKEY

Amy Lapoe gave an update on Special Hockey.  She said that when a program applies for a GROW grant she will call the district rep to discuss before a decision is made.  She then discussed the verbiage she has created for “minimum disability requirement” for special hockey.  Mike Vaccaro asked about if a player starts in a typical team who makes the decision on a player being eligible to move to special hockey. Amy indicated that in most cases that is solved through communication with the parents, coach and the association.  JJ expressed his concern of making this new verbiage a national rule because the Special Hockey discipline is fluid and there are many grey areas.  Ed suggested that we send this through legal to make sure the language is okay, at the same time the District Reps bring this back and discuss this with their local programs.  Marie was concerned that for younger ages that are still learning that they should be allowed to participate on both a typical team and special hockey team. Amy agreed that there are some very unique situations where that maybe the case, but that we should allow that to be determined at the local level, and that we need to set the rules on a national level for the majority not the minority. After discussion it was determined that the Disabled Hockey Section members will discuss the verbiage with programs in their area, it will be sent to legal for review and possibly it will be used it  at the Special Hockey Classic.  Continued discussions regarding this after further review will take place at Winter Meetings.

Amy then went over a new rule for the Disabled Hockey Festival and the Special Hockey Classic that would prohibit a coach from participating in a special hockey game as a player.  They are allowed to help out on-ice in coaching gear as needed. She then indicated that for the Disabled Hockey Festival and Special Hockey Classic, we will continue to use the rule regarding on-ice assistive devices that was used at the 2018 Disabled Hockey Festival.  JJ asked Jeremy to bring this to the Risk Managers for them to sign-off on.

Amy handed out information about the Little Blackhawks program and their equipment program.  The program provides complete equipment package for a discounted rate for the 8u division.  She worked with the Blackhawks to create a similar package for her special hockey program.  She recommended that other programs talk to their NHL team about a similar program.

Amy announced the new Special Hockey Classic to be run November 16-19, 2018 in Pittsburgh, PA.  There is room for 16 teams and will be only for B and C level teams. 

Standing Amputee

David Crandell gave an update and indicated that the Standing Amputee team went to Las Vegas this year.  One of the players is from there and wanted the team to come out.  They played the local fire department.  It was a huge success for the team and the local community.  

BLIND HOCKEY

Kevin Shanley gave an update on blind hockey.  He indicated that almost all of the districts have blind hockey or are working to create a program.  They are minimum disability requirements that are based on international standards for blind sports, but up to this point it has not been enforced.  They are going to enforce this with the US Blind Hockey Team and will have a better idea on how those rules work out.  The Blind Hockey Summit will take place October 12-14, 2018 in Pittsburgh.  Kevin Shanley commented how it is great that year after year blind hockey has grown at the Disabled Hockey Festival and the level of play has gotten better.  He indicated that they ran a test division at the Disabled Hockey Festival for very low sighted players.  They learned a lot from that and will be tweaking that division for future use.  

JJ indicated that there will be a US Blind Hockey Team that will compete against Canada at the Blind Hockey Summit and will also play Canada in Canada.  Kevin indicated that they will be hosting a blind hockey camp as part of a final evaluation for the US Blind Hockey Team.  

JJ tasked Kevin to put a priority on establishing official rules for blind hockey. Kevin indicated that there has been discussion and a set of rules have been created on a competitive level for the international level.  Kevin is a little concerned to put too many rules on the rec level. He wants to keep the rules very vague at the rec level as to allow freedom for the local programs to adjust as they need for their athletes.  

WARRIOR HOCKEY

Mike Vaccaro indicated that one of the problems with Warrior Hockey is that not everyone is calling it correctly and it is Warrior Hockey. Because of that people are having a hard time finding where to go for information.  He encouraged everyone to help spread the word about this. He then indicated that some of this stems from a video created by the NHL and Discover Card in MI.  There is a TV ad campaign for Discover Card that featured the Michigan Warriors.  It has been great for awareness, but some of the verbiage was confusing and there was no mention of how to get more information about Warrior Hockey.  

The Warrior Classic, Presented by Terry Fator, will be in Las Vegas NV on October 5-7, 2018.  An email with registration and hotel information will go out next week.  Marie Sly recommended that maybe we allow individuals to register and we put a “free agent” team together.  There was some concern that players might decide to not come with their team instead and register as individual players.  

One of the things we are working on for this event is on Thursday night there is a Terry Fator show and he is inviting all the warrior players to the show for free.  They have negotiated the rate for the rooms at the Mirage.  Plus because of the funds that Terry Fator is providing, we may be in a situation where we can give funds back to the teams that come to the event. 

JJ tasked Mike Vaccaro to come up with a way better to determine some type of roster guidelines so that when teams show up we know ahead of time what level team is coming and there is no movement of players based on the tournament.  JJ would like the teams to be set-up and established at the beginning of the season and that is the team they patriciate on all year long.  The problem is that Warrior Hockey is much like Adult Hockey in that the team / program might have a lot of players but at any given tournament, the players that are available and show up changes.  One idea was to classify each player and then set guidelines on the different levels of players and what level team they can play on.  

DISTRICT REPORTS

Renee gave an update on MidAm.  She indicated that that they are having their annual Special Hockey Invitation event in October.  They are having a sled hockey development camp and Dan Brennan and possibly Shawna Davidson will be there to help with Chuck Gridley.  She also indicated they will once again have their MidAm District Disabled Hockey Meeting.

Ed Regland gave an update on the Southeast District.  He is going to be reaching out to the Florida youth programs and working with Kristen from the Tampa Bay Lightning to help get things going for the Disabled Hockey Festival that will be in his district next year.  There is a new sled hockey program in Charlotte thanks to the Labatt Sled Hockey grant.  He is going to be working with them to run a try sled hockey event to see if they can increase participation even more.  

Nick McCummings gave an update in Massachusetts and what has been going on there.  Mike Vaccaro indicated that there is an equipment manager for a team in his area that is a veteran and wants to start a program in his area.  He will connect him with Nick to help get him started.  

Toni Gillen gave an update on Minnesota.  They are going to kick off a blind hockey program in October and are working with the MN Wild so they can be the MN Wild Blind Hockey program.  They hope to have a team ready to play at the Disabled Hockey Festival.  They are going to include Sled and Special on the national USA Hockey Try Hockey For Free days.  She is working on hiring a registrar for disabled hockey in MN.  They will have a five-day overnight camp in August near the Boundary Waters.  The players will be staying in a lodge and will have other activities other than hockey as part of it.  

Richard Oliver gave an update for New England.  He has now gotten a disabled hockey rep in each affiliate in New England and they will start coming to these meetings.  He indicated there is a Special Hockey Team in Connecticut and will be working with Amy about helping them.  He is going to try and get the programs in New England to come to the Disabled Hockey Workshop.  

Alfredo Corona gave an update on the Rocky Mountain District.  He indicated that Special Hockey has taken off in Rocky Mountain.  There are two programs that are starting up in Arizona, and a program in Dallas.  The is a new Blind program that started this past year and Doris is working on getting a Standing Amputee program in Colorado.  Currently there is one Standing Amputee player with the possibility of another one joining.  They have also started a Warrior Hockey Program in Dallas.  

Marie Sly gave an update on the Michigan District.  They have a new Warrior Hockey Program in MI.  They are working on the Special Hockey Fantasy camp again this year.  They have their annual sled hockey camp coming up in June.  They did a Red Wings Special Hockey Jamboree which was a huge success.  She indicated that the Discover Card Day with the Cup spot that has been playing during the NHL playoffs was a complete surprise to the Michigan Warriors.  They were told that a company wanted to make a promotional video to help with awareness of Warrior Hockey and were surprised 

Mike Svac gave an update on Central District.  Blind Hockey is continuing to grow in the Central District including a new program in St. Louis.  Special Hockey is still going strong with four programs in the District.  Some will be sending coaches to the Disabled Hockey Workshop.  The Blackhawk Warrior Program is continuing to grow as well.  

Norm Page gave an update on New York since Mike Blabac could not make it.  He indicated that the Warrior program is going strong and continuing to grow.  The Special Hockey programs are going strong as well. The one thing that Norm will work with Mike on is to get the Special Hockey tournament that is run in Rochester the same time as the Disabled Hockey Festival to move to another date.  Norm is working in New York to start a special needs lacrosse program to cross market hockey and give the special hockey players a summer outlet.  On the sled hockey front, they are working on creating some more regional play to help keep cost down for teams that participate in league play.  There is a children’s hospital has 400 kids that have never heard of or tried sled hockey.  He will be working with a group called “Stone’s Buddies” named after a child that was a patient of the Children’s Hospital to try to get the patients an opportunity to try sled hockey.  

new business

JJ introduced Shawna Davidson, coach of the U.S. Women’s Development Sled Hockey Team.  She talked about their most recent event in Czech Republic in May that was possible due to a grant.  The event hosted players from various countries including developing countries even though not all countries could send full teams and staff.  The US, Canada and team Europe played a tournament style event while the players from the developing countries worked on skill development to help promote and grow women’s sled hockey in their country.  They played Canada for the gold medal game and won 1-0.   She then indicated that while in the Czech Republic, they received a phone call from Jim Smith indicating that USA Hockey will be bringing the women’s team into the Sled Hockey National Team Program starting with the 2018-19 season.  David Crandell asked what the IPC’s position was on Women’s Para Ice Hockey.  Tom Koester indicated that at the IPC level they let go of their Sport Technical Committee staff for para ice hockey and the person who took over has decided that Women’s Para Ice Hockey would not be a part of the 2022 Paralympics as previously planned.  JJ thanked Tom Koester for his involvement in the development of our sled development teams.  

JJ made an announcement that on the international side, for all disciplines, USA Hockey is working on it and advocating for all of our members.

ADJOURNMENT 

Toni Gillen made a motion for the meeting to be adjourned, seconded by Taylor Lipsett.  THE MOTION CARRIED AND THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED. 
Minnesota Disabled Hockey:
Minnesota Warriors:  
· Sent two teams to Chicago. Upper A won National Championship. Duluth also sent team. Lower team lost four times. Duluth lost on b division.
· Aha team in C3 finished with 0-20 season .Looking to work with league on moving  it down.

· Wild league team in their C3/ D league finished season 0-14 (made up of Green and black players

· White team was also in super rink league and finished 500 for season

· We supported KC Armed Forces Tournament and are working on building a new team there. 

· Assisting Dallas warriors and Peoria iron sights build new teams

· We are raffling off a 2017 Harley Davidson Dyna Street Bob Motorcycle this Saturday.. tickets are $20 each

· We are again having a booth at the VFW National Convention in KC in July and will have a booth at American Legion 100th Convention in Minneapolis in August.

Minnesota Sled Hockey:  
MN Sled Hockey Association just completed a historic season! 

· Congratulations to the Hope Hurricanes for winning the youth A division National Championship.  This was their first year in the A division and with a tight knit group of very talented players and impressive coaching they have brought home the title!  The Hope Hurricanes also had their adult team competing for the first time in the National Disabled Fest.

· Also, congratulations to the MN Wild Sled youth dev team - they won the youth B division National Championship.  With impressive defense, goaltending, and timely scoring they finished 4 - 0 in the tournament, with three of the four victories being shut outs.  The MN Wild youth novice team completed for the first time in the National Disabled Fest, rostering 13 players many of whom were competing in a national tournament for the first time.  The competed hard, learned a lot, and these players will be back for many years to come proudly representing.  The MN Wild adult team competed in the A division and was very impressive.

· The Rochester Mustangs sled team was represented with youth and adult players rostered on the MN Wild teams.  These players played significant roles in contributing the success of these teams.

· To summarize, MN Sled Hockey Assc was represented by 5 sled team in this years National tournament - bringing back home two national championships to the State of Hockey...job well done!

· Looking forward, we are proud to announce the 1st Annual Boundary Waters Sled Hockey Combine!  This is a unique sled hockey camp for youth and adults in Ely, MN August 12th-16th.  It will include off and on ice training, seminars on nutrition, equipment modification, and several team bonding activities.  This event will also serve as our annual season "kick off" meetings...setting time aside to plan how we can make the next season the best one yet!  Interested players, coaches, and administrators can register at mnsledhockey.sportngin.com/register/form/480626538
Rochester team update:

· Team participation at the Hendrickson Foundation

· 6 Mustangs went to Nationals

· Landon participated on the winning youth team

· Jerry scored for the first time (and scored multiple goals in the tournament)

· Team is going to be in the RochesterFest parade on 6/23

· KwikTrip fundraising, we have a chipotle night coming up in July

· Off-ice training study (Meegan’s study) wrapped up

· Planning for next year

· Board meeting on July 27th
Hope, Inc. update

To say that Hope Inc. had a good hockey season would be an understatement!

· In April we brought three of our four sled hockey teams to nationals in Chicago. We left our 12 and under team behind as they did not have enough experience or confidence to play in any tournament play.

· We brought two adult teams and both competed as best they could but neither win a game. They took back a lot of ideas on how to be better for next year! They had fun and bonded—which is important to our program as winning is nice-but not the most important thing!

· Our junior sled hockey team competed in the A division, with winning all their pool play games and went on to win the national championship defeating Philadelphia 2-1! It was a remarkable feat for our little community of 250,000!!

· Three of our junior players were invited to the elite sled hockey camp in Buffalo in July. This will be Grant Boser’s second time attending. Tyler Shepersky and Chloe Kirkpatrick will be attending as well.

· We have rented an ice rink for six weeks on Wednesday nights to get the three of them fine-tuned and back in good hockey shape! Their last practice will be June 27. We wish all three of them well as they go to the camp and learn and become better players and teammates!!

· We will be holding our annual sled hockey camps in July and August. Because we have so many athletes participating in sled hockey we are breaking it up into two separate weeks based on skill level.

Minnesota Special Hockey:  
Minnesota Wild Special Hockey is exited to announce we are expanding. 

· We are starting a team in Waconia. This team will should be up and ready to go for the 2018-19 season.  

· We are planning our annual summer picnic for late July in Edina.  This is a fantastic event to get our athletes together and get everyone counting down for the season to begin.  

· Coaches, team managers and board members attended a retreat in April to discuss how to grow our program and what changes need to be made to continue to be successful. So many great ideas and suggestions came out of this meeting.  

· We are continuing to attend different community events to spread the word of MN Wild Special Hockey.  We are looking forward to another amazing season. 

Minnesota Disabled Hockey Committee:
We are currently working on both blind hockey and try hockey events for the upsming season.  The following is our plan:
Blind Hockey:

1.  Collaboration with the MN Wild
a. Use of the Wild name and logo

b. Use of the Tria rink for home ice

c. Possible funding through the Foundation

d. Media

2. Once established with the Wild, we need to create our first year schedule:

a. Weekend dates

b. Kick off in October

c. 2 practices each month, November through Feb, 1 practice in March, Disabled festival in April

3. Create registration portal on Minnesota Hockey website to include:

a. USA Hockey registration (first year free)

b. Player information

c. Equipment needs (helmets, jerseys, elbow and shin pads, breezers, hockey bag)

d. Players supply their own skates, or let us know what they need.

e. Recruit volunteers

4. Create Blind hockey committee to site on Special Hockey board

a. Chair

b. Coach

c. Manager

d. Ice/volunteer coordinator

5. Establish Minnesota Special Hockey as 403b partner

Try Disabled Hockey

1.  First year we will hold 1 event and combine it with a coaches clinic

2. Same day as USA Hockey “Try Hockey events” (November)

3. Special and Sled can split the ice. I hour event

4. 1 session in North Metro and 1 session in Rochester

5. Registration through USA Hockey

6. Establish need for loaner equipment/jersey

7. Advertise through Minnesota Hockey and Special/Sled

Respectfully submitted,

Antonia Gillen
USA Disabled Hockey Director

Minnesota District

