B.C BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MINUTES – February 07, 2015
ATTENDANCE:  M. Sarai, V. Greenwood,  G. Butler,  B. Davis,  J. Braaten, R. Wearing, P. Weatherill, A. Hayes, D. Berry, G. Rimer, O. Germaine, S. Drysdale, B. Astroino, M. Kelly, T. Katelnikoff, F. Campbell, E. Toneff
CONFERENCE CALL:  
ABSENT:  T. Mabone
GUEST: Bud Lishanko – Jardine Lloyd Thompson Insurance Canada Inc.
                Steve Hicks – Jardine Lloyd Thompson Insurance Canada Inc.

                Chris Crapper – Core Values Project

CALL TO ORDER –9:00 A.M.
ADDITIONS:  None
Mike welcomed guests.

          Bud and Steve gave presentation on what their insurance company can 

          Offer us.
          Chris is helping with transition and planning.  Interviewing board members

After presentations, Mike thanked the guests for attending and giving us their 
presentations.
Meeting resumed.
         

MOTION:  P. Weatherill / G. Butler
To accept January minutes as recorded and distributed.
M/S/C
CORRESPONDENCE:
Executive Rosters – North Langley, White Rock, Chase
Email – Karen Hogstead – Secretary Chemainus – new board any contact or info should be made to Karen (karen.hogstead@gmail.com)

Email – Megan Kennedy – new president Chase (megankennedy@yahoo.ca)

Email – Rob Ross – Vice President Aldergrove – re grandfathering 

Email – Bruce Lawson – President Surrey – letter to Presidents re: discussion meeting re:  Baseball B.C.

Email – Steve Ashley – Past President Coquitlam-Moody – re President’s information meeting

Email – Chris Lund – President Cloverdale – declarations 16U AAA/18U AAA

Email – Chris Lund – President Cloverdale – application to host 11U AAA Tier I Provincials

Email – Ladner – declaration 13U AA

Email – Brent Bogart – President Chilliwack – declaration 18U AAA

Email – Chris Balison – President Kamloops – resignation for BC Baseball Board of Directors

Email – Chris Balison – President Kamloops – application to host 13U AAA Provincials

Email – Bruce Lawson – President Surrey – re: concerns about process of split from Baseball BC

Email – Mary McCann – President Vancouver Minor – questions to Special Resolution Committee

Email – John Ellen – President Burnaby Minor – merger request 13U AA and 15U AA

Email – John Ellen – President Burnaby Minor – application to host 15U A Provincials

Email – Chris Balison – President Kamloops – open letter

Email – West Kelowna - Rutland – Kelowna – merger request 15U AAA

Email – Kelly Parker – President North Langley – tournaments

Email – proxy letters re February 15

Email – John Berry – President Baseball BC – update letter

Email – Vernon – Stuart Drysdale is handling item

Email – Wave Academy – tournament in the Dominican Republic – August

Email – North Langley – assistance with transition – Grant Butler to help

Email – John Braaten – President Richmond – article in local paper 

Email – Seattle Mariners - promotions



Outgoing:
Email – Mike Sarai – President BC Baseball – addressing concerns on process of split with Baseball BC

Email – Mike Sarai – President BC Baseball – update on Special Resolution Committee 

Val Greenwood – special resolution filing January 26 - received in Victoria January 27


BUSINESS ARISING:

a) Agassiz/Kent update – Pat Weatherill
Boundaries are set – will extend to Hope

Chilliwack, Abbotsford, Mission and Aldergrove are all okay

By-Laws and Constitution have been received

Recommendation to accept their affiliation application

MOTION:  P. Weatherill / S. Drysdale

Motion to approve the application for Agassiz/Kent to become a member of B.C. (Minor) Baseball upon fulfilling all requirements.

M/S/C

b) Terrace update – Pat Weatherill

Will field one (1) 15 U A team – exhibition

Full association by 2016

We need to do everything we can to help 

MOTION:  P. Weatherill / B. Astroino

Motion to approve the application for Terrace to become a member of B.C. (Minor) Baseball upon fulfill all requirements.

M/S/C

c) Aldergrove – response to Grandfather Decision

Caleb Kaufman – Aldergrove wants him added to grandfather list.

Lengthy discussion took place

MOTION:  R. Wearing / G. Rimer

Motion to rescind January’s ruling for Caleb Kaufman to be added to Grandfather list between Aldergrove and North Langley.

M/S/C – Opposed – P. Weatherill / S. Drysdale. J. Braaten

d) Awards 0 Update – Val Greenwood

List of recommendations for award winners was passed out by committee.

MOTION:  V. Greenwood / O. Germaine

Motion to accept Awards Committee recommendations for recipients.
M/S/C

Recipients to be notified ASAP

e) Special Resolution Update

1. Insurance

Don’t need to stay with All Sport

Looking at another insurer – same rates or better

No increased fees to associations

Same coverage or better

All players covered

2. Gaming

Registering as new society

Need two (2) years of financial statement

3. Grass Roots

Would lose access to Kidsport funding – must go through PSO - $40,000
Jumpstart – Canadian Tire available

Application form can be added to web site
NCCP/Umpire/Grass Roots - $20,000 in rebates

PSO can raise NCCP training rates

Rally Cap – charge for hats

Winterball kit – do inventory

MOTION: T. Katelnikoff / S. Drysdale

Motion that the Board of B.C. (Minor) Baseball set aside $65,000.00 for athlete assistance and lose of previous rebate programs in the case of withdrawal from Baseball B,C.

M/S/C – Opposed – P. Weatherill / G. Butler

4. External Credit

Five (5) point criteria list

We meet four (4) of five (5) points

5. Tournaments

John Rhodes – President CABA – our teams are more than welcomed to attend any of their tournaments just need to go through regional director Bill Beckett

Pat to coordinate travel – buses, air etc.

Fees and team registrations have been paid

All fees will stay the same

Tournaments listed below:

!3U AAA Provincial Winner – August 6 – 9 – San Diego – guarantee 3 games

13U AAA Provincial Runner Up – July 31 – August 2 – Kennewick, Washington – guarantee 4 games

13U AA Provincial Winner – July 31 – August 2 – Kennewick, Washington – guarantee 4 games
15U AAA Provincial Qualifier Winner – July 17 – 22 – Surprise, Arizona – guarantee 5 games

15U AAA Provincial Qualifier Runner Up – July 17 – 19 – Tacoma, Washington – guarantee 3 games

15U AA Provincial Qualifier Winner - July 23 – 26 – Federal Way, Washington – guarantee 4 games

15U AA Provincial Qualifier Runner Up – July 30 – August 2 – Fremont, California – guarantee 4 games
18U AA Provincial Qualifier Winner – July 17 – 19 – Federal Way, Washington – guarantee 4 games

6)  NCCP


Ray Wearing to be liaison

REPORTS:


President – Mike Sarai


No Reports


1st Vice President – Stuart Drysdale



Rule book is finished, to be printed this week


Any media re; Victoria coach to be directed to Mike or Stuart



MOTION:  S. Drysdale / P. Weatherill

Motion to endorse Grater Victoria Baseball Association’s decision to suspend Gautum Srivastava indefinitely.

M/S/C 


2nd Vice President – John Braaten



Northwest Baseball Coaches Convention 2015 – Portland Oregon

Orville and I were given the opportunity to attend this year’s event held at the Sheraton Airport Hotel Portland on behalf of BC Baseball. The 3 day conference had over 400 attendees from the Pacific Northwest. From what we were able to observe, we were the only ones in attendance from British Columbia.

This event was put together by Jerry Gatto of NW Star Productions. They had 17    speakers over the 2 and-a-half day Conference. Regional guest speakers that stood out during the conference were: Lindsay Meggs University of Washington Head Coach, Pat Casey & Pat Bailey of Oregon State University, and George Horton University of Oregon.
Out-of-town speakers included Rick Johnston of the Baseball Zone from Toronto,  Mark Rardin from Iowa CC who’s teams have won JuCo World Series 3 of the last 5 years, Jose Rijo Berger of Rijo Sports and Justin Stone of Elite Baseball Training out of Chicago.

This event was packed with various speakers listed above added in with a mix of Northwest Coaches at the High School and College levels adding different perspectives to give an all-round picture of baseball within this Region.

When all was said and done we were very impressed with Mark Rardin and Justin Stone. Both successful and have different philosophies that have shown success in recent times. Along with Jose Rijo Berger, I would suggest adding these speakers to the BC Baseball Coaches Convention in the near future.

Saturday evening the Convention had 7 different breakout sessions for Q&A will a number of the guest speakers. Orville and I sat in with the Justin Stone who talked to Hitting Efficiency Drills/Results are in the details/Infield Play. It was my opinion and I believe Orville’s as well he brought the most to this conference as we sat in on every session he spoke to. Orville and Justin had some great conversations/discussions.

Orville was able to network throughout the Conference on behalf of our High Performance programs. An important meeting was with the representative from the Tucson Sport Hosting and was able to get on the same page of what BC Baseball needs are for their 18U Selects training camp while there. Also, we were able to inquire about upcoming regional (Pacific Northwest) tournaments that may help out in sending our Provincial finalists to this coming Summer.

As for Vendor there were quite a many ranging from fundraising, turf & dirt sales, sport companies, video companies and even the Orange Guy (fundraising selling oranges). Overall, there would only be a handful of companies that we could possibly invite in the future. The dirt & turf companies I found to sell their products at almost half price compared to what is offered in BC. Companies that attended our Conference last year base by Pros and Gamechanger may be able to attend. Otherwise local companies like MVP, Prostock and others sell exactly the same products as offered at this Conference. I collected most business cards and pamphlets to review and invite where it makes sense for BC Baseball. Traffic where vendor were located was sporadic between speakers, but they did have a 10 min break to allow foot traffic for them. Also, the Conveners had a “Vendor stamp” for each company which attendees had to have stamped. Once the card was fully stamped by all Vendors there were draws for prizes. Something we should do for our event to get more people to visit our supporters.

Overall, I was impressed with the Conference and would say our Coaches Convention is comparable in its offerings if not better. Only thing we can build on and Mike Kelly is doing this diligently is the amount of attendees. Jerry estimated almost 400 would attend over the weekend and we could only hope to attain this number in the coming years.
Orville and I met with Chris from Sport Chek at Metrotown


They will work with the coaching caravans


Table at the convention – may bring more than just baseball gear


Promotional partnership

Samantha Adair – fund raising – cookie dough and cheesecake

\

Treasurer – Anne Hayes



As distributed


MOTION: S. Drysdale / T. Katelnikoff


Motion to accept treasurer’s report as distributed.



M/S/C – Abstained – G. Butler

Secretary – Val Greenwood

Banquet – February 21 at the Langley Events Centre - $65.00 per person – tables are set up for eight (8)
Reserve now.  Contact Val at boilers@telus.net 

North – Brenda Astorino



Tim Barker in Quesnel – association struggling


Prince George – struggling – can’t get indoor facilities

Interior – Tom Katelnikoff 



Possibly two (2) more 18U AAA teams 


Vernon – looking at fielding 16U AAA



Summerland will continue with programming

March 01 will meet with Northern Interior (Revelstoke, Salmon Arm, Sicamous)

Nelson expressed interest in joining B.C. (Minor) Baseball however Trail and Castlegar would also have to come over – Trail is the holdout

Interior meeting – March 07 – Sandman - Kelowna

Need second Interior Director – three (3) people put their names forward at the AGM

MOTION:  S. Drysdale / P. Weatherill

Motion to appoint Janice Wright as the second (2Nd) Interior director for the remaining balance until the 2014 AGM.

M/S/C 

Island – Fraser Campbell – Eric Toneff


Island is coming together


Sooke will become part of Greater Victoria



Island meeting – date TBA – Comox Valley

Web Site – John Braaten – Tom Katelnikoff



All affiliation papers are updated on the web site
DIVISION REPORTS:


Junior – Brian Davis



Lost New Westminster as host for yearend tournament


Declaration date is March 01

18U – Grant Rimer/John Braaten



Everything going well


15 – 16 AAA teams



Arizona going well



No scheduling will be done until after February 15th

15U – Mike Kelly/Pat Weatherill/Tracy Mabone



Declarations need to be in by Sunday, February 15


Possibility of (five) 5 new teams



AA – Pat



Ladner is the only association to have declared to date.

 

North Delta and Tsawwassen have applied to merge for
 Bantam AA (board meeting)


13U – Orville Germaine/Dave Berry



John Main info to go out ASAP

11U – Grant Butler/Ray Wearing/Eric Toneff



No Report


Rally Cap / Grand Slam - Grant Butler


No Report
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Eligibility – Pat Weatherill



As of February 3rd 2015

 

There have been 10 releases signed to date. (1 Junior)

 

There have been 14 try out releases.

 

There are 3 appeals, to be dealt with at board meeting.


Umpire Liaison – Stuart Drysdale / Pat Weatherill



No Report

Rules – Stuart Drysdale



No Report

Challenger – Grant Butler


No Report
High Performance – Mike Kelly / Grant Butler / Grant Rimer / Orville Germaine



No Report

Coaching Development – Mike Kelly



Low numbers so far – at same pace as last year

Girls – Val Greenwood

Development weekend (February 7th & 8th) has been cancelled.  We were looking for minimum 15 players, only got 9,

Need to do fund raising – looking for coordinator

Condolences have been sent to Holly Lapierre on the passing of her husband Greg.

13U to play out of Burnaby.

Check with Victoria to see what is happening

Will be starting training sessions in Kelowna mid-May

Set up table at coaches convention – check with committee on what we need to do.  Al will man table

Will run promotional training sessions once spring season is done – June 13 or 14.

Provincial camp to run in July – National teams will be selected after camp

Girl’s day with the Blue Jays – TBA

Victoria is a no go

Next meeting April 13th or 15th 

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Director’s Assignments
Several associations have no contact director.  The following are now in place:



Stuart Drysdale – Abbotsford, Agassiz, Chilliwack and Mission



Mike Kelly – Ridge Meadows



Grant Butler – North Langley and White Rock


Brian Davis – Coquitlam-Moody and Port Coquitlam

2. Provincial Hosting Applications


11U A 

Cloverdale



11U AA

Surrey


11U AAA Tier I
Cloverdale



11U AAA Tier II
Victoria



13U A

Surrey



13U AA

VACANT



113U AAA

Victoria (F, Campbell abstained from voting)



15U A

Comox



15U AA

Richmond



15U AAA

VACANT



18U AA

Richmond



18U AAA

VACANT



Junior Men’s
VACANT



John Main

Aldergrove  - Single site

3. Keremeos – Tom

Pat sent info on what needed doing

Most kids played with SOMBA last year

Only play spring ball

Will stay with status quo and play with SOMBA

4. PBL Response
Request to eliminate Jr. PBL

Work with existing associations

PBL thought it was a good idea but decided it is unworkable
Mike and Mike are still open to talks with them

5. Eligibility Appeal

Justin Adamoski – 13U


Burnaby Minor to Coquitlam-Moody


Burnaby Minor will not sign release


Parents believe he will not get fair treatment in Burnaby


Coquitlam-Moody will accept player
MOTION:  S. Drysdale / E.Toneff

Motion to approve appeal for Justin Adamoski to be released from Burnaby Minor to Coquitlam-Moody.

M/S/Denied
 - Abstentions – R. Wearing – S. Drysdale – F. Campbell – V. Greenwood

Pat to notify every one of the decision.

Decision if FINAL

6. North Langley Invitational Tournament

Any team may enter

Needs to be sanctioned

Tournament rules and list of teams must be submitted
7. Rutland – Kelowna – West Kelowna – merger at 15U AAA
MOTION: M. Kelly / G. Rimer

Motion to approve the merger between Rutland, Kelowna and West Kelowna at 15U AAA for the 2015 season.
M/S/C – Opposed – P. Weatherill / J. Braaten


     Abstained – T. Katelnikoff
8. North Delta – Tsawwassen merger at 15U AA
MOTION:  P. Weatherill / E. Toneff

Motion to approve the merger between North Delta and Tsawwassen at 15U AA for the 2015 season.

M/S/C

9. South Burnaby – Burnaby Minor – merger at 13U AA and 15U AA
MOTION:  O. Germaine / J. Braaten
Motion to approve the merger between South Burnaby and Burnaby Minor at the 13U AA for the 2015 season.

M/S/C – Abstained – V. Greenwood



MOTION:  P. Weatherill / E. Toneff

Motion to approve the merger between South Burnaby and Burnaby Minor at the 15U AA for the 2015 season.

M/S/C – Abstained – V. Greenwood

10. Next meeting – March 03 – location TBA
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  3:20 PM – E. Toneff / P. Weatherill   M/S/C
