B.C MINOR BASEBALL ASOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MINUTES – July 05, 2014
ATTENDANCE:  M. Sarai, V. Greenwood,  G. Butler,  B. Davis, M. Kelly, G. Rimer, F. Campbell, S. Sangara, R. Wearing, P. Weatherill, W. Bampton, T. Katelnikoff, S. Drysdale, B. Williscroft, E. Toneff
CONFERENCE CALL:  No conference
ABSENT:  J. Braaten, J. Wright, O. Germaine
GUEST: None



CALL TO ORDER – 8:55 A.M.

Mike welcomes Bryon Williscroft to the board

ADDITIONS:


7. Provincials

8. 15U player – Jr. PBL


9.  18U AAA – Provincial host – rule clarification


10.  15U AA – players – Summer Games


11.  PR/Advertising


12.  Travel Assistance – Island, Interior, North


13.  Nomination Committee

Correction to June minutes – should read Nanaimo, not Duncan re coaches behaviour

MOTION:  F. Campbell / P. Weatherill

To accept June minutes as corrected and distributed.


M/S/C
CORRESPONDENCE:



11U – Chilliwack – pitchers throwing curve balls



Delta Hotel – Burnaby – would like to meet

League Registrations:  Coquitlam/Moody, Comox Valley, Aldergrove, South Burnaby, West Kelowna, Vancouver Community, Vernon (awaiting postal codes), Campbell River, Sunshine Coast
Executive Roster: Ridge Meadows

Baseball BC – Invoice – conference calling

Baseball BC – Invoice – National Accommodations

All-Star Affiliations – Ridge Meadows, Duncan, Cloverdale, White Rock, Mission, Burnaby Minor, Surrey, Newton

Team Declarations – Penticton, Vancouver Minor, Kelowna, Alberni Valley, Campbell River, Chemainus, Comox, Duncan, Ladysmith, Lake Cowichan, Nanaimo, Oceanside, Salt Spring Island, Victoria, Kamloops, Rutland, Kelowna, West Kelowna, Vernon, Salmon Arm, Aldergrove, Sunshine Coast

Rosters – Aldergrove, Rutland, Victoria, Richmond, Comox, Ladysmith, Penticton, Duncan, Campbell River, Vancouver Minor, Prince George, North Delta, SOMBA, Nanaimo

Email – Port Coquitlam – new President – Darcy Jago – mdjago@shaw.ca
Email – Ward Ellis-Winters – President Sunshine Coast – application for exemption to Rule 10.05 – Executive and Division decision to allow the request so that fielding a team would be possible – June 20, 2014

BUSINESS ARISING:




None

REPORTS:



President – Mike Sarai

My July report begins with attending on June 16 Baseball B.C.’s A.G.M. and board meeting. With regards to the election of the board, all incumbents were re-elected along with John Berry as (President) and I Mike Sarai as (Vice President). 

I’m very pleased with respect to the partnership and working relationship between B.C. Minor and Baseball B.C. We share common goals and vision on numerous fronts with regards to fostering and improving our sport. If there are any concerns or items which our local associations feel need to be discussed with respect to Baseball B.C. please have your local association President contact me directly.

On June 17 I attended the Challenger Baseball Golf event. Once again a huge success with regards to fundraising. Ian Maclean has requested a consideration of holding a “Challenger Baseball Workshop” with local associations represented. The timeline of date is to be determined pending consensus to meet. Challenger Baseball continues to gain Provincial and National visibility. Of recent is the recognition from “Rogers Sports net Advertisement”. I would also like to thank Mission Minor Baseball and specifically President Dan Williams for hosting the “Jamboree” event on June 21. The testimonials I have read from those involved are quite impressive and speaks largely to the success and experience everyone had. Kudos to Mission Minor!

I am pleased to read some local associations sending feedback on the results which “Rally Cap” is having in their communities. We will do a further review late summer on the program. 

Summer All-Star season has begun. Our divisional directors have been busy organizing schedules, and other details which fall under summer programming. Good luck to all teams and remember it’s also about having fun participating in baseball. I’m looking forward to getting out to ball games this summer and making stops at several Provincials.

Update on North Langley. I met with representatives on June 24. A meeting is scheduled for July 14 with Aldergrove Minor Baseball, North Langley Baseball and B.C. Minor.
Mike thanked Stuart for filling in and all the extra work last month


1st Vice President – Stuart Drysdale

It has been an extremely busy June, which is normal with the Summer Season approaching, with many questions coming from the Local Associations (Executives, Coaches and Parents) with regards to what level teams should be fielding, player releases and merger applications.  Where possible, I try to guide the coaches and parents back to our rule book, and then back to their Local Association – as there is just not enough time during the day to handle all of the email traffic.  If Association Presidents cannot answer these questions and/or are not able to work through the issue, I have made myself available.  Moving forward, coaches and parents are encourages researching (via the rule book) their questions and if they cannot find the answer, then inquiring at the Local Association level.  Most of the time these questions can be better answered the by the Local Association, as they know all the background.

I attended and chaired the Ladner Minor Baseball Association Annual General Meeting at the request of their Executive.  The meeting was very well attended with over seventy (70) people and there was an election of almost every position, which is unheard of.  It was a great turnout, many issues were resolved and from an administrative position Ladner is looking very strong.

I was able to attend the 13U (Peewee) Summer Meeting in Surrey, which was very well attended.  Orville ran a fantastic meeting.

Mike Kelly did a fantastic job running the Can-Am Tournament in both White Rock and Cloverdale.  The level of competition was high, which lead to some very good baseball games.  In addition, it saw some of the lower ranked teams make a strong move forward.  Both the Cloverdale and White Rock Association should be commended on a job very well done.  The fields looked fantastic, the concessions were excellent and the endless hours spent by the volunteers getting everything done, did not go unrecognized.

I was in attendance at the Baseball BC Annual General Meeting on June 17.  The relationship between Baseball BC and BC Minor continues to grow stronger, the common minds at the table have a single interest and that is making baseball bigger and better in this province.   A special thanks to both David Laing and Scott Mackenzie for all their work that they do for BC Minor.

As we move into a busy summer, I remind players, coaches, umpires and parents to enjoy the competition, but remember that we are here to develop players, it is not all about winning and losing – but more about ensuring our players are the best they can be on the field, teaching them all aspects of the game.
Meeting with North Langley on June 14 – Brian to do agenda
2nd Vice President – Brian Davis




No Report



Treasurer – Ray Wearing / Brant Butler
As of May 31 – accommodations for Nationals, director’s expenses and update on affiliation numbers



MOTION:  P. Weatherill / B. Williscroft




To accept Treasurer’s report as distributed





M/S/C


Secretary – Val Greenwood

Associations need to know the difference between Affiliation and League Registrations

September 6 – Director’s workshop – location TBA



OUTSTANDING LEAGUE REGISTRATIONS:

 Kelowna, Ladysmith, Prince George, Quesnel, Revelstoke, Salmon Arm, Sicamous, Salt Spring Island, Vernon (waiting for postal codes)
PLEASE SUBMIT THEM IN EITHER WORK OR EXCEL

1ST NAME, LAST NAME, ADDRESS WITH POSTAL CODE, PHONE NUMBER, BIRTHDAY, GENDER AND DIVISION THEY PLAY IN.

PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT ON ROSTER FORMS.

LEAGUE REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW PAST DUE, PLEASE REMIT ASAP.  IF WE DO NOT RECEIVE THEM, YOUR ASSOCIATION MAY NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO PLAY SUMMER BALL..



Web Site - Tom Katelnikoff – John Braaten

Since this is the first year using the “new” website in 2014 for Spring, Single Season and Tiered Divisions communication and education was a learning curve for all. But I am impressed how quickly all accepted and learned to use. Very little issue after the first couple of weeks in April!!!

Now that the Summer All-Star season is upon us the uploading of schedules is complete for all Divisions and team “Administrators” are set up. Being the first time to load teams and Parks into the Divisions database is taking a large amount of time. It is only because the history is not there. Going forward in 2015 the amount of time uploading information will be a fraction of the time. The one issue as always is the scheduling to be completed and then uploaded onto the website. Schedules still coming in as late as July 1st which puts a lot of pressure to get all the information out and team Administrators “invited” to use the website.

Going forward for Spring/Summer 2015 will go much smoother in my estimation. Learning curve for teams has been quite easy for most and found many communicate well through the internal e-mail Teampages provides.
Still needs tweaking in certain areas, but will get easier

Serj thanked Tom and John for all their hard work

Do a demo at workshop
          

Island – Fraser Campbell – Eric Toneff



Island Meetings:





Baseball Days – great events





September 20 – Victoria – 12 noon – Red Barn – Lambrick



Interior – Tom Katelnikoff – Janice Wright





25 summer teams





Associations are scrambling to enter teams





80 teams to participate at the Valley of Champions

Salmon Arm and Revelstoke putting Tadpole team together for tournament in Rutland

September 13 - workshop
North – 





No Report


DIVISIONS:



Junior Men’s – Brian Davis





No Report
18U (Midget) – Serj Sangara, Wayne Bampton, Tom Katelnikoff



Fraser Campbell
· Latter part of the month saw numerous emails from associations to request “relaxing of the rules” in U18 AA in order to field teams for the summer….Deferred back to 18U AA Director, Wayne Bampton, but it certainly begs the question whether a review of the rules as they apply to 18U Summer Ball is warranted….Will leave that in the hands of others and perhaps a “Workshop Discussion” going forth. (No summer boundaries?).

· The proposed 18U 2015 Phoenix, AZ Spring Training Trip was passed by BC Minor Directors in general in last months report. It has now reached a point where the program has been offered to member teams and/or individual players of the 18U AAA Division. (See attachments for furtherance).

· Had an opportunity to go out to the 16U SELECTS CAMP in Aldergrove, and by all accounts, it was very well received…..While the feedback coming back from the players was very positive, I’ll continue to ask coaches within the Division for any information on what we can do to address any concerns or to make it better going forward. Will advise on that going forth as I’m sure more information will come out of this week’s tournament.



18U AAA (Midget) – Serj Sangara
· While the Division itself has run relatively smoothly, a good part of the latter part of the month was spent on clarifying “Rules” as to a) Who can be used on a temporary basis both for regular season games and Provincials and b) Who can be added prior to the July 1st submission of final rosters……While it’s fairly straight forward in the rule book, unfortunately, there is some tweaking that will need to be done going forth in order to protect the intention of the rules and exceptions to.



18U Selects (Midget) – Serj Sangara

· Thanks to the expert organizational skills of the Chilliwack 18U AAA group and their Association President, Brent Bogart, the 18U SELECTS Player ID Camp and 2014 All-Star Game went extremely well. Perhaps the only “hiccup” was due to the increased interest in attending the sessions this year. (63 players registered for the 3 hour session.)…Special “Thank You” to Marty Lehn, Raul Verde Rios, and all the league coaches that were giving of their time.
· While players will continue to be monitor throughout their games, Head Coach Shawn Corness will next invite approx. 35 “prospects” to a two day camp in late July. League coaches have been asked for input into the names selected.
· There has been some correspondence sent in regarding the 18U SELECTS opportunity verses the Wave Academy opportunity in the Dominican Republic….It appears that our “Mandatory Dates” for the SELECT program (Aug. 9th to 19th) are in conflict with the other opportunity. Will address this further at June Board Meeting. (Originally on May agenda but due to circumstances, not addressed.)

· We were asked to perhaps put a team forth for an exhibition game with those players trying out for the BC SELECTS going to Canada Cup. It was decided that because it would be difficult to include all players throughout the Province in this mid-week opportunity, that it was best to pass on it.

· SELECT Head Coach, Shawn Corness, has indicated that he will have names to put forth prior to the July meeting for completing his coaching staff for the Midget Nationals.

18U AA (Midget) – Wayne Bampton




No Report



16U – Orville Germaine




No Report


12 U Tournament– John Braaten

This regional tournament held in Spokane, Washington where BC Minor entered a Selects team under the Direction of Orville Germaine. With the continuation of having Pee Wee players from our BC Minor Baseball program have the opportunity to compete in High Performance program outside of the regular Provincial Spring/Summer seasons.

After evaluations throughout Vancouver Island, Lower Mainland and the Interior over 120+ players attended. 13 players were selected (3 coming from Vancouver Island, 3 from BC Interior and 7 from the Lower Mainland). Team was led by Head Coach Tim Blake (Cloverdale) and assisted by Dan Dick (Abbotsford) and John Braaten (BC Minor).

Our team was able to get an exhibition game ahead of the start of the Tournament to allow the coaches and players to get familiar with the skinned infields and portable mounds that were used. The Tournament itself was over the course of 3 days of which our team began its schedule on the Saturday.   

Individual game highlights/recaps can be found on the BC Minor website. Overall Team BC performed very well. Unfortunately, playing a couple of local House teams at the start of the Tournament led to two lopsided scores and in-turn led to a #1 seed after the 2 game round robin games.

Competition in the medal round was competitive and Team BC eventually lost in the final of the 12U game to the Spokane Valley Toros.

The Pitching Rules were different than BC Minor’s. The total amount of innings allowed to pitch is 1o (no daily pitch count max) for the 3-day tournament. Our staff abided by the BC Minor rules and no pitcher exceeded the BC Minor rules for daily pitch count and days of rest limits. We found that we had ample amount of pitching going into the medal round and this was not an issue to manage.

The one recommendation from this Tournament is that a smaller Regional Tournament where a BC Minor Selects team is sent is that a roster of no more than 11 to 12 is taken. Any Team BC entries into a World Series Event the current suggested number of players still be used.



13U (Pee Wee) – Orville Germaine, Grant Rimer, Brian Davis, Janice Wright,




13U AAA (Pee Wee) – Orville Germaine





July 25 – 27 – Vancouver Minor – Nanaimo Park (48th & Elliott)





6 team wild card games



13U AA (Pee Wee) – Grant Rimer





No Report




13U A (Pee Wee) – Brian Davis





No Report




John Main:




No Report
13U CABA




No Report


16U Selects – Orville Germaine





No Report



15U (Bantam) – Mike Kelly, Pat Weatherill, John Braaten, Tom Katelnikoff


Fraser Campbell



15U AAA (Bantam) – Mike Kelly





No Report



15U AA (Bantam) – Pat Weatherill

SCHEDULE ISSUE with Abbotsford having 4 players on Summer games team.......trying to resolve.
Provincial Berths:


Island Zones – Ladysmith – July 25 – 27th – 1 berth


North – Prince George


Interior Zones – Kamloops – July 26 – 27 – 1 berth


Lower Mainland – 6 + host

15U A (Bantam) – John Braaten

2014 season will bring 19 teams into Summer All-Star play. The same amount as the previous year. There are two Interior teams and three from Vancouver Island the rest from the Lower Mainland.  

The one Rule change from the 2013 AGM to allow for an Association to field multiple teams that do not have to be balanced has Cloverdale fielding two teams this Summer season. Great to see them allowing as many players to experience Summer All-Star baseball!! Hopefully Associations will expand on this in the coming years.

The Provincials with be a 12 team tournament co-hosted by Burnaby Minor and BC Bantam Girls. Same format as last year will be used. 

Provincial Championship berths will be as follows: 

· Vancouver Island 2

· BC Interior 1

· Lower Mainland 7

· Co-Hosts: Burnaby Minor and BC Girls 2

11U (Mosquito) – Grant Butler, Fraser Campbell, Janice Wright


Berths for Provincials



11U A 



6 – Lower Mainland




3 – Island (Victoria Hosting)



1 – Interior (Kamloops)


11U AA




6 – Lower Mainland




1 – Island (Salt Spring Island)




1 – North (Quesnel)




1 – Interior (Penticton)




1 – Newton – Hosts




Need to see if “A” team will move up




If no “A” look at Tier II – 6th place team


11U AAA Tier II




5 – Lower Mainland



1 – Island (Campbell River or Oceanside)



1 – Island (Duncan hosting)




2 – Interior (Kelowna and West Kelowna)




1 – North (Prince George)



Hotels are a problem


11U AAA Tier I




6 – Lower Mainland




2 – Island (Victoria and Nanaimo)




1 – Interior (Kamloops hosting)




1 – Interior (Vernon or Rutland)



Tadpole – Grant Butler






No Report



Rally Cap – Grant Butler, Janice Wright, Gary Trudell
BC Minor would like feedback from Associations participating in program

COMMITTEES:



Girls – Val Greenwood / Wayne Bampton





No Report


Eligibility – Pat Weatherill

87 and counting......48 arriving after noon on the 29th, slowly catching up......more accurate by meeting time.
Change release date prior to July 1 to differ from roster date


Boundaries - Brian Davis / Orville Germaine




No Report

Rules – Stuart Drysdale / John Braaten


Under new Business – Rule 15.01 – how it applies to Juniors


Discipline – Stuart Drysdale

It has been a very busy year thus far for the Discipline Committee.  It seems that many coaches and players are refusing to understand the purpose of Rule 15.11.  While, some may be concerned with the increase in the number of ejections – the greater concern is that in the past this type of behaviour has been tolerated, we are now playing catch up, in our attempt to clean up the game.

It needs to be reiterated that it is NOT alright to question, argue and/or make comments with regards to a judgement call.  It is NOT alright to request a meeting to discuss a judgement call, as the meeting serves no purpose, unless you are trying to change the call and/or influence the next call.  Either way, this is NOT acceptable.  

Coaches are encouraged to request for an interpretation of the rules and if the request is permitted, then have a respectful conversation, but respect the final decision by the umpire.  

Since, the beginning of the season there has been eighty (80) ejections, the break down by division, is as follows:

11U


3

13U A

1

13U AA

0

13U AAA

0

15U A

9

15U AA

6

15U AAA

14

18U AA

36

18U AAA

11

Junior


0

Out of these eighty (80) ejections, forty-one (41) are contributed to both coaches and players “Questioning, Arguing and/or Making Comments” on judgement calls.  The severity of these offences has a wide range, from gestures to comments to arguing to using foul and abusive language.   The new rule accounts for fifty-one (51) percent of the ejections so far, which has dropped by 8% in the month of June.  Compared to last season, from April to June (2013) there was fifty (50) ejections – which equates to an increase of just fewer than fifty percent (50%).

All managers, coaches and players need to be reminded that any ejection (regardless of the reason and severity) carries an AUTOMATIC ONE (1) GAME SUSPENSION, based on Rule 15.12 that was passed the Annual General Meeting.  This has taken must work off of the Discipline Committee, as we are only reviewing ejections that require additional games, past the automatic one (1) game suspension.

All ejections for Summer Baseball will be handled by BC Minor.  Coaches are reminded to report ejections to the Discipline Chair, so that they can handle in a timely manner.

Also, the “Automatic Game” will be in effect for all Zone Competition Games.  All ejections should be reported to the Discipline Chair immediately – via email.  If additional games are required, then it will then be determined between the Discipline Chair and the Zone Tournament Chair.

I will be available on the Zone Tournament Weekend (via email and cell phone) to handle any discipline matters that may arise.



Umpire Liaison – Stuart Drysdale




13U and 15U wild card games



Umpire Supervisor at all tournaments




Need budgets for Provincials


High Performance – Mike Kelly / Orville Germaine




No Report


NCCP - Ray Wearing / Grant Butler




Burnaby held last classes for all 6 modules



Coaches have the entire month of July to get field evaluations done




Field evaluations are done through Baseball BC


Risk Management – Stuart Drysdale




No Report


Coaching Development – Mike Kelly



No Report



Coaching Conference – Mike Kelly




No Report


Challenger Liaison – Grant Butler / Mike Pheasey




July 14 – Challenger Baseball Day at the Nat – Grant B. to attend


Grass Roots – Grant Butler, Gary Trudell, Janice Wright




No Report



Scholarship – Midget Directors




Change the awards for scholarships from 1 – 3 to 1 - 5


PR – Sponsorship – Marketing – Travel – Pat Weatherill / Tom Katelnikoff




No Report


NEW BUSINESS:

1. 2014 Meetings (Baseball Canada, CABA, ABCA)

Baseball Canada – PEI – November 


Stuart – BC Minor


Mike S. – Baseball BC

CABA – Las Vegas – December


TBA
ABCA – Orlando – January 2015


Baseball BC – 1 or 2

BC Minor – Orville Germaine and Grant Butler – Tom Katelnikoff is the alternate

2. Coquitlam/Moody
MOTION:  P. Weatherill / G. Butler


Motion to move meeting “in camera”

M/S/C

    8.  15U player – Jr. PBL



MOTION:  S/ Drysdale / P. Weatherill




Motion to move meeting “out of camera”



M/S/C



MOTION: S. Drysdale / P. Weatherill

Motion that BC Minor bar all its teams from participating in BC Minor sanctioned baseball events (exhibition and tournaments in BC) with the North Shore Twins PBL, Junior PBL and prep team.





M/S/C

3. Victoria 18U AA Coach Certification Request

Team needs extra coach

Can we waive NCCP fine?

MOTION:  R. Wearing / W. Bampton’

Motion to allow Randy Myers to participate within the Victoria 18U AA coaching system without penalty for lack of NCCP certification for the 2014 Summer season.





M/S/C – B. Davis – opposed – M. Kelly – abstained

4. Unaffiliated Programs

Researched Soccer and Hockey on their policies

Work our programs around academies to allow our players to participate

Comments to Stuarts – will discuss further in September

MOTION:  M. Kelly / G. Butler

Motion that if you DO NOT attend three (3) day 18UAAA select camp on August 9 – 11 you are ineligible for the 2014 National team selection.

M/S/C – R. Wearing, S. Drysdale, S. Sangara – opposed – W. Bampton abstained

5. Director’s Mileage Per Diem

Mileage has been on a sliding scale in accordance with gas prices.

MOTION:  P. Weatherill / B. Williscroft

Motion to increase mileage per diem from 45 cents to 50 cents per 

kilometer effective July 6, 2014.





M/S/C

6. Chef Assignments

18U AAA Provincials – Serj

18U AA Provincials – Wayne

Nationals – Serj

Western Rep – Chilliwack – Stuart

Westerns – Spruce Grove – John

15U AA - Rutland Provincials – Pat

15U AAA – Nationals – Mike K.

13U AA Provincials – Port Coquitlam – Orville

13U AAA Provincials – Grant R.

North Delta Provincials – Grant B

13U Nationals – London – Grant R

Westerns – Altona – Janice

Westerns – Swift Current – Gary

7. Provincials

Contact hosting leader

Tournament package (hotels, things to do, restaurants etc.)

Have all teams forward team picture so they are ready for printing in program

Keep scores updated

Send action pictures etc.

8. See item 1 under New Business

9. 18U AAA Provincials – Host concerns – rule clarification

 Issue has been resolved with host

Clarification on who you can use to replace injured players

Rule 10.05 Temporary call up

Are provincials regarded as “playoffs”?  - NO

MOTION:  S. Drysdale / S. Sangara

Motion at the 18U AAA division, BC Minor will make an exception to allow replacement players as per Rule 6.09 roster changes to come from the 15U Division.  This will only be permitted if all players at 18U Division have been exhausted within their own Association.





M/S/C – M. Kelly abstained

10.   15U AA players – Summer Games

In future need to be aware that AA players may also be involved in Summer Games

11.   PR/Advertising
Flyers be available on what programs we offer

Table to September

12. Travel Assistance – Interior, Island and North
Entire membership needs to be included in discussion

There is no assistance available at this time

13. Nomination Committee
Mike Kelly and Orville Germaine

MOTION:  TO ADJOURN 1:55 P.M. S. Drysdale / V. Greenwood

Next meeting – September 06 – location TBA
