The Story of the Crucifixion Church Reredos

The beautiful reredos installed behind the main altar of our church carries out the theme suggested by the name of our church – The Church of the Crucifixion. 

 The central figure is that of our Lord, Jesus Christ, hanging upon the cross.  The chalice held by the angel is catching the blood and water flowing from the side of Christ to symbolize that He has given Himself as a complete sacrifice for the transgressions of mankind.  The burden of all the sins of all time cause the cross to bend under the tremendous weight born by Jesus.  On the left side of the altar, we behold our Sorrowful Blessed Mother along with Mary Magdalene and St. John, the beloved disciple, at the foot of the cross, representing all of human nature looking to Christ for salvation.  To the right of the altar, we behold the Sacrificial Lamb superimposed upon the Book of Revelations, teaching us the lesson of Hope that our Beloved Lord will arise in all His Glory on Easter morning.  The Chalice and Host represent the New Testament.  The somber background quality of the reredos depicts the sorrowful mood of Good Friday while the golden rays are symbolic of the message of our Heavenly Father, “I will be with you always, even unto the end of all time”.  

The techniques used in the construction of the reredos were a new and modern approach at the time, incorporating the use of thick colored glass and epoxy resins.  The glass was chipped by hand, very heavily on the front side, so that the light streaming through might create a display of warm and cool colors that cannot be duplicated in any other medium.  The reredos is not only very beautiful to behold, but, when fully lighted from behind, gives a spiritual uplift and a deep sense of reverence to all who gaze upon it and study its features.  
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