
 

 

 

SYHA Advisory on COVID-19 and Youth Hockey 

The State of Illinois will institute COVID-19 Tier 3 Resurgence Mitigations beginning at 
12:01AM on Friday, November 20, 2020.  
 
TIER 3 MITIGATIONS 
 
The portions of the Restore Illinois plan that impact the operational status of the Springfield 
Youth Hockey Association (SYHA) includes the following Section: 
 
*Organized group recreational activities (sports, indoor sports and activity facilities) 
  

 Pause all indoor group sporting and recreational activities including youth and adult 
recreational sports, individual training may remain (with facility reservation) 
Includes park districts and travel leagues;  

 Outdoor sports and recreation allowed; 
 Participant groups and practices outdoors limited to 10 persons or less with social 

distancing; 
 Face coverings required for all activities at all times; and 
 Locker rooms should be closed. 

 
Further, the new guidance states that “IDPH will continue to track the positivity rates and 
hospital capacity metrics in regions over a 14-day monitoring period to determine if 
mitigations can be relaxed, if additional mitigations are required, or if current mitigation 
should remain in place. In order for a region to move back to Tier 2 Mitigations, a region 
must experience less than 12 percent test positivity rate for three consecutive days AND 
greater than 20 percent available intensive care unit (ICU) and hospital bed availability AND 
declining COVID-19 hospitalizations in 7 out of the last 10 days.”. 
 
TEAM OR GROUP PRACTICES 
 
As a result of the above, all SYHA team practices will effectively cease until State public 
health officials lessen mitigations, which is consistent with the polices of SYHA’s host 
partners, the Springfield Park District and it’s Franklin P. Nelson Center Ice Arena. 
 
14-DAY CESSATION OF ACTIVITIES 
 
As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, SYHA recommends that its members observe a 
14-day cessation of all organized and team activities, including competitive play outside of 
the State of Illinois in an effort to observe the State of Illinois' public health guidelines.  

 
 
MITE LEVEL HOCKEY 



 
SYHA recommends that ADM hockey teams observe a 14-day cessation of all team activities, which includes 
practice and game or tournament play. Also, SYHA recommends that teams do not travel outside of the 
State of Illinois for game or tournament play, even if the play is appropriately sanctioned per regional 
guidelines of that specific area. 
 
COMPETITIVE TRAVEL HOCKEY 

 
SYHA recommends that competitive travel hockey teams observe a 14-day cessation of all team activities, 
which includes practice and play.  

 
Also, SYHA recommends that teams do not travel outside of the State of Illinois for game or tournament 
play, even if the game or tournament play is appropriately sanctioned per regional guidelines of that specific 
area. Team managers and coaches should inform the parents and guardians of their respective teams that 
they are subject to any applicable State of Illinois quarantine requirements and may be subject to penalties 
by the State of Illinois if it determines that such travel violated the current health regulations.  

 
At this time, SYHA does not intend to take disciplinary action for teams participating in sanctioned activities 
outside of Illinois, if those sanctioned events are open for play as determined by the state and local guidelines 
of that region, or, unless the State of Illinois issues a clearer directive on the subject matter.  
 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
SYHA, as an Illinois based not-for-profit organized to provide opportunities to play hockey, is accountable 
to governmental authorities AND expects all its members to closely adhere to federal, State and local health 
policies. These policies include, but are not limited to, IDPH Travel Policy, the All Sports Policy, Youth Sports 
Guidance, and Indoor/Outdoor Recreation Facilities Guidance from the State of Illinois and Tier 3 Resurgence 
Mitigations. SYHA realizes that the previously referenced policies can, and likely will, evolve in the future, in 
addition to our own. Each SYHA member is personally responsible for awareness of the most current 
policies.  

 
The SYHA 2020-2021 hockey season, as expected, requires hockey organizations to remain flexible due to 
ever changing public health conditions. To say that the situation is fluid, is an understatement. SYHA urges 
its members to adhere to all applicable State and local health directives to ensure the well-being of our youth 
players and families, and ultimately, to position the organization to a state of readiness when a safe return 
to play is deemed possible. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
SYHA Executive Board 
 
 
* Source: Restore Illinois Plan located at coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/restore-illinois-mitigation-plan 

 
 
 



 


