         Roswell Youth Football League Rules and Regulations  
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Player Agents 
Chair Robert Chavez, 
Coaches Agents 
Chair Marvin Reese 7-8 Robert Crane 9-10, Danny Guevara 11-12. 
Fields and Grounds 
[bookmark: _Hlk172827746]Chair James Edwards, Danny Guevara - Flag 
Disciplinary 
[bookmark: _Hlk172827808]Chair Robert Chavez, Gerard Gonzales, Sabino Lazos, Manuel Aragon
Rules 
[bookmark: _Hlk172827895]Chair James Edwards, Stephen Rodriguez, Sabino Lazos 
Referee Liaison 
James Edward, Danny Guevara, Joush Mckelvey
By-Laws 
Chair James Edwards, Robert Chavez, Stephen Rodriguez,
Equipment 
Chair Sabino Lazos, Gerard Gonzales, Manuel Aragon, Robert Crane
Advertising 
Chair James Edwards, Amy Montanez, Robert Crane
Insurance & Contracts 
Chair James Edwards 
Flag 
Chair Danny Guevara 
Registration/Draft 
[bookmark: _Hlk172827729][bookmark: _Hlk172827847]Chair Robert Chavez, Stephen Rodriguez, Joush Mckelvey 
Cheer 
Chair Amy Montanez, Stephen Rodriguez

Safety 
Chair Manuel Aragon








Page 2 of 22 
                     Age requirements to participate by Division 
  
 5-6 Years Old Flag (4-year-old for Head Coach Kid) 
 7-8 Years Old by September 1st  
 9-10 Years Old by September 1st  
 11-12 Years Old by September 1st  
All players must play in their appropriate age division – no exception.  
✓ All players must have a starting position. Eight plays per half which does not include kickoff kick return. For example, after a coach picks his/her starting offense, the players who did not start on offense must be defensive starters.  
✓ Each player must play eight downs per half. A down constitutes a snap of the ball.  Game Balls Per Division  
All game balls shall be good grade leather and or equivalent and will be provided by the league. Games shall be played with an official league approved ball. League balls will be kept in the score box. 
[image: ][image: ][image: ]11-12 TDY 9-10 TDJ 7-8 K2 
Dual Participation  
  
Any 7th grade boy or girl who has played in one game on a middle school team can register for a special draft and play with the RYFL. Not to exceed two weeks after the first middle school game.  This means they can only play with RYFL. Absolutely No dual participation will be allowed.  Coaches Knowingly and or unknowingly will be held responsible and sanctioned. This results in forfeiture of all games played by an ineligible dual participation player and Head Coach will be suspended (1) one game. (The next game played by team)  
The following weight limits have been imposed for this year’s season. Weight limits pertain to any player who initiates play, which includes the offensive backs an offensive end. It does not apply to punting or kick off. 
11–12-year-olds: 135 lbs. 9–10-year-olds:110 lbs. 7–8-year-olds: 90 lbs.
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1. Players will have to prove their place of residence at registration with:  
a. A birth certificate  
  
2. Returning players  
a. A player is considered a returning player if he/she qualifies for the same team on which he/she played the previous year.  
b. Any returning player who did not finish with his/her team due to injury will be considered a returning player if he/she meets all the other qualifications.  
c. Any player that does not finish the season with his/her team for reasons other than injury will not be considered a returning player and must be placed in the draft upon returning to the league.  
  
3. Dexter (when applicable) 
  
If a player lives in Dexter, Hagerman, Lake Arthur or Artesia, he/she may choose to play in the Roswell district if a team in his/her age division does not form in the Valley. RYFL encourages participation from All other communities. However, Please Be Mindful this is the Roswell Football League and All RYFL BOD decisions will be based on what’s best for Roswell Teams and Players.  
  
4. Brother/ Sister Option  
  
If a player is drafted that has a brother/sister option, that brother/sister will be automatically included on that player’s team roster.  
If a returning player has a brother/sister option moving up in age division, that brother/sister option will automatically be included on the returning player’s team roster.  
  
Note: no team will have a Head Coach; Assistant Coach pick in conjunction with a brother sister option of an assistant coach. The head Coach would declare to Draft board member and utilize brother /sister option in lieu of assistant coach’s pick    
  
5. Head Coach Pick  
  
Head coaches’ option *(his son/daughter, stepson/stepdaughter,  
grandson/granddaughter, foster child, legal guardian or any other special circumstances with the Boards approval) must be exercised in the 4th round pick. 
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Head Coach must Declare “FROZEN PICK” prior to draft this will documented and monitored by Registration/ Draft Chair  
Head coach must pick his player option *in the fourth (4th) round  
Be mindful there are absolutely no “gentlemen’s agreements”, if a player is not protected and declared as “FREEZE PICK” players can and will be drafted and will play for that team that drafted them or forfeit playing for RYFL for that draft season. 
  
Note: No team will have a Head Coach, Assistant Coach pick in conjunction with a brother sister option of an assistant coach. The head Coach would declare to Draft board member and utilize brother /sister option in lieu of assistant coach’s pick    
Dual Participation  
  
Any 7th grade boy or girl who has played in one game on a middle school team can register for a special draft and play with the RYFL. Not to exceed two weeks after the first middle school game.  This means they can only play with RYFL. Absolutely No dual participation will be allowed.  Coaches Knowingly and or unknowingly will be held responsible and sanctioned. This results in forfeiture of all games played by an ineligible dual participation player and Head Coach will be suspended (1) one game. (The next game played by team)  
  
Draft  
• Player must be present at draft to be drafted on a team OR he/she will be placed into a later draft. If a player is drawn and assigned to a team and does not play with that team, he/she is out of the program for the duration of the season.  
• After the original draft, additional players may continue to register but will not be placed on a team. This process will continue until the board and the coaches decide that all teams have reached their capacity. (refer to Hat Pick)  
• If a player is drafted and he/she refuses to play for the drafting team, he/she forfeits eligibility to play for the remainder of the season. Upon return next season, he/she will return to the original team to which they were drafted. It’s a coach’s option to release a player back into the draft if a player, with parent consent, refuses to play for that team.    
• The head coach of a team and ONE B.O.D. APPROVED ASSISTANT COACH identified by head coach to the B.O.D. prior to draft will be the only persons allowed on the field during the draft.  
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• All assistant coaches must be approved, and satisfactory background check provided prior to beginning practice.  
• The order of the draft will be set by Registration/ Draft Chair (approved by B.O.D) 
• In the Second round will be the “freeze” round to accommodate coaches Pick.  • The third round the team who selected first will go last and every team will slide up one slot.  
• This procedure will be skipped for the “Head Coach’s pick” round and catch-up rounds, then resume once the teams are level. (typically, fourth round)  
• In the case of two teams entering the league, the two teams will flip a coin to determine Second 2nd & Third 3rd Pick of the round.  
• After the fourth round, any team with more players than any other teams will stop drafting.  Teams will continue to draft until they have an equal number of players, including returnees. (Make up Round)  
  
Waiting List  
  
A waiting list will be formed in each division after the draft; the use of the waiting list will be used while ensuring team equality. Once the waiting list is formed the minimum number of players is determined by the Registration Chair per team. Players on the waiting list will be assigned and placed on a team in a blind draw format in which the original order of the draft will be maintained. In addition, blind draws will be conducted by the coach’s agent or BOD approved designer in whole round increments in all divisions. Names of players on the waiting list will not be disclosed to the coaches’ requesting players. If a team loses a player, the coach will contact the player agent for their division and at the next blind draw meeting will draw the appropriate number of players to ensure equality on each team. If a team loses a player, the coach can choose to play with less than minimum approved players with the approval of the board understanding that the next available player on the waiting list is thereby forfeited until a whole increment draw is available.  
  
** The RYFL BOD can approved larger amounts of team Rosters as approved by BOD contingent on player numbers or lack thereof during registration as well as majority vote by BOD or the best interest of league and a goof faith effort to maximize player participation.  
Names of available players will not be disclosed to coaches at any time. Players will be placed on teams in the order that they were placed on the waiting list. When a team loses a player the Head Coach will contact the player agent and request a player. If a head coach elects not to replace a lost player that team will not be eligible to pick up another player until all other teams in the same division have had the option to take the next available player on the waiting list.  
  
Any extenuating circumstance that might arise due to roster equality must be reviewed and any action must be approved by the RYFL Board of Directors. 
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Selection of Coaches  
• Coaches will submit an application which in turn will be presented to the board for approval.  
• All coaches will be required to complete and have notarized a background check will be kept in league files for two (2) years.  
• The board will approve the head coach and the head coach will choose his/her head assistant prior to the draft for board approval. Assistant coaches participating in Draft will •  
then be presented to the board for final approval, once background has been verified by coach’s agent.  
• The board will approve all other coaches prior to the Draft. The head coach can choose his/her assistants from the approved list of coaches after the draft. Once an Assistant Coach is part of a team, he can participate in practice but only one assistant can in the Draft.  
• Coaches may not coach in more than one age division as a HEAD COACH.  • Each team will consist of one head coach and four (4) assistant coaches.  All Head Coaches will be required to attend a league approved concussion protocol awareness workshop (ex. heads up) and provide a copy of a certificate of completion to the Coach’s Agent prior to any team practice involving contact.  
  
Weight Limits/ Weigh-Ins  
The following weight limits have been imposed for this year’s season. Weight limits pertain to any player who initiates play, which includes the offensive backs an offensive end. It does not apply to punting or kick off. An infraction of this rule will result in a fifteen-yard penalty and a loss of down. Exception to this rule is in the following three instances, an eligible player intercepts a pass, picks up a fumble or receives an onside kick, only then can he/she advance the ball. Weight limits for each age division are as follows:  
  
 11–12-year-olds: 135 lbs.  
                                   9–10-year-olds: 110 lbs.  
                                                                                           7–8-year-olds: 90 lbs.  
  
Weight limits do apply to the receiving team. Striped players must be on the front ‘5’. All players weighing more than these limits shall be identified by a black or red stipe on the back of their helmet. If a stripped player lines up behind the front line, the team will assess a 15-yard penalty and a loss of down.  
  
Weigh-ins will be as follows:  
• Players will be weighed in, on the day of the equipment issuing. If the player is not present for the weigh-in, his/her coach will be required to contact the equipment manager to schedule a time. 
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• No sweat downs at weigh-ins  
• No coach or parent will be allowed in the weigh-in area.  
• Helmet will be tagged by Player Agent prior to the beginning of the season if player is over the weight limit in his/her age division.  
• Any tampering of the weight limit marking will result in suspension and/or forfeit as determined by RYFL Board of Directors.  
  
•  
Insurance  
The league will purchase a football accident insurance policy which will be in force on the first authorized practice session. League insurance will be secondary insurance coverage; therefore, it is highly recommended that parents acquire primary insurance coverage in the event of accident or injury.  
  
 RYFL Practice Regulations  
  
Practices  
• All coaches must submit their practice location, day and time to his/her designated coach’s agent. If any changes are made, the designated coach’s agent must be notified.  • If two teams select same location, the league encourages common courtesy to attempt to accommodate both teams However, typically the coach who has seniority will have 1st option at location. Please be mindful of limited practice space especially once time changes.  
The initial first 5 days of practice  
Minimum Practices before Participation - The first five (3) days of practice for each participant shall be a time of conditioning without wearing full pads. The first 3 days of practice should be in shorts (no pads). During days four and five participants could be in shorts, shoulder pads, and helmets (“shells”) but no contact! Shell encourages proper fitting equipment.  
ABSOULTELY NO CONTACT WITHIN THE 1ST 5 DAYS!  
**NOTE once season begins any players added to any roster can begin hitting after 3rd consecutive day in full pads  
Full pads can then be worn during the remainder of the season practices, Head Coaches being mindful and adhere to the following:  
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Full Pads / Full Contact Regulations by Week  
  
*Week 1 – The first three days of practice should be in shorts (no pads). During day four & five players should be in shorts, shoulder pads, and helmets (“shells”). Full pads can then be worn during days six and seven – during this time full contact is allowed but should be limited to no more than 30 minutes per player on each day.  
•  
*Week 2 – Full contact is allowed for a total of no more than 120 minutes per player per week.  Also, on a single day, full contact should be limited to no more than 30 minutes per player. In addition, a scrimmage would be allowed.  
* Practices for the remainder of Season – Full contact is allowed for a total of no more than 120 minutes per player per week. Also, on a single day, full contact should be limited to no more than 30 minutes per player.  (
  
First week of practice restrictions.  
NO physical contact between players is permitted.  
All players must have five (5) days practice in helmets and shorts prior to physical contact (prior to the beginning of the season)  
  
• Practice in pads and full physical contact between players may commence on the sixth (6) day of practice.  
• All players will be required to wear the specified equipment: Helmet, mouthpiece, shoulder pads, chin strap, thigh pads, tail pad, and knee pads.  
• No practice sessions will exceed two (2) hours in duration, which includes a team meeting. No exceptions.  
• Only one (1) practice session per day is permitted.  
• Practice times are at the discretion of each coach. There will be no practice on holidays or Sundays, Saturday practices are discouraged, but are at the discretion of the head coach.  • Absolutely no practice on a Saturday in which a game is also scheduled for the team.  • NO PRACTICE ON GAME DAY.  
• A controlled scrimmage may be held only after five (5) full days of practice in pads.  • All coaches shall be required to have at minimum two water breaks per practice session.  The coach is required to provide water when water is not available on the practice field.  • On game day a team may assemble as a team at their practice field or the game field no more than one (1) hour prior to the start of the game. Contact warm-ups are limited to only one thirty-minute period before the start of the game.  
  
*NOTE – Per RYFL Board Best Practices Recommendations  
Full contact is allowed for a total of no more than 120 minutes per player per week. Also, on a single day, full contact should be limited to no more than 30 minutes per player. Important Definitions 
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Full Contact – football drills or live game simulations where “live action” occurs.  
Live Action – contact at game speed where players execute full tackles at a competitive pace taking players to the ground.  
Shells – players are dressed in shorts, shoulder pads, and helmets  
*NOTE – It is assumed that when players are in “shells”, no live action will occur in football, coaches may use dummies, blocking sleds and hand shields for conditioning and instructional purposes during the course of practice. However, the aforementioned equipment will be in good working order, serviceable and not have any potential risk towards coaching staff and or players.    
RYFL Hydration Regulations 
RYFL Head Coaches are required to provide water to players at practice. At minimum players should receive adequate hydration and consumption of water at the ratio of 10 minutes to every 45 minutes of physical activity. A good rule of thumb is a 10-minute water break every 30 minutes of practice.  
Parents, players, and coaches should all be aware of the warning signs and symptoms of dehydration and heat illness:  
• Thirst  
• Irritability  
• Headache and dizziness  
• Muscle cramping and unusual fatigue  
• Nausea and/or vomiting  
• Hyperventilation  
• Confusion and change in personality  
                                                     Weather Conditions 
         Heat Index no practice if heat is over 104 
                                 Lighting strikes no practice if lighting is present within 10 miles in 30 minutes each strike  
         
Equipment  
To achieve maximum player protection, the league will purchase the best possible equipment which meets the required standards.  
  
1. The following items will be supplied by the league and worn by players in all age divisions – beginning with physical contact in practice sessions.  
a. Helmet and face guard  
b. Shoulder pads 
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c. Game jersey with team name and number (to be kept by player)  
d. Mouthpiece (to be kept by the player)  
2. The following is to be supplied by the player:  
a. Clear visors/goggles – Player’s eyes MUST be visible.  
ALL AGE DIVISIONS  
b. Shoes (sneakers or non-detachable cleats). No hard plastic or metal cleats allowed  
c. Athletic supporter is optional  
d. Chin strap  
e. Practice jersey and t-shirts  
f. Game and practice pants  
g. Game socks  
h. Last name of player on back of jersey  
i. Parkas, caps, t-shirts and jackets are optional and at the discretion of the team  
3. Any league equipment which is altered in any way that is deemed distasteful by the Board will be asked to be removed immediately. Jersey may have player’s names on the back. No letters are to exceed 3” tall. All letters must be placed above the jersey number.  
THIS INCLUDES MODIFYING, WRAPPING HELMETS ECT. PLEASE COORDIANTE WITH YOUR COACH’S AGENT PRIOR TO ANY MODIFICATION, FAILRE WILL RESULT IN YOU BEING FINANCIALLY RESPONSBILE FOR ANY DAMAGED RYFL EQUIPMENT CITY OF ROSWELL EQUIPMENT  
4. All lost equipment must be replaced at the expense of the player. Chinstraps, cheek pads and mouthpieces will be available for purchase at the score box.  
5. If a player uses equipment other than that provided by the league, approval must be obtained from the league equipment manager.  
6. The player is responsible for returning his/her equipment to the RYFL equipment manager. Equipment turns in will be scheduled during the week following the last regular season game. Failure to return and/or altering league equipment will prevent future participation in the league and may result in legal action being taken against the responsible party.  
Basic Rules  
As modified by specified Roswell Youth Football League variations, games will be played under the rules of the National Federation of State High School Athletic Association. Rules apply to all age divisions unless otherwise stated as age specific.  
1. Officials (will be RYFL B.O.D. Approved) 
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Qualified officials at each regular scheduled game. If less than two (2) appear the football board will reschedule the game. The requirement of rescheduling the game may be waived by mutual agreement of both head coaches. 
The RYFL will be responsible for payment of the officials  
2. Game Balls  
All game balls shall be good grade leather and or equivalent and will be provided by the league. Games shall be played with an official league approved ball. League balls will be kept in the score box. 
11-12 TDY
 9-10 TDJ 
7-8 K2 
NOTE: THIS RULE SUPERCEDES ANY MUTUAL AGREEMENT AMONGST COACHES 
  
3. Standings 
      After the regular season is complete, teams will be seeded for playoffs according to their regular season record. The team with the best record will receive the number one seed and the team with the worst record will receive the last seed. If teams have the same record, they will be placed based on the result of a point spread. 
  
EX. Team A and Team B have the same win-loss record at the end of the season. Team B has more points given and less points allowed then Team A, Team B is number one seed. 
  
4. Fields  
All fields will be equipped and marked in accordance with national federation standards, except that orange and red flags may be used to mark the end zone instead of pylons.    
• The designated home team in the first game of each day is responsible for setting up the playing field.  
• The designated home team in the last game is responsible for removing and securing the field equipment.  
• The bench area (goal line to goal line 2 yards back from sideline) is reserved for players and five (5) coaches (which are the head coach and four assistants 
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coaches). Coaches shall identify their assistant coaches at the request of a board member. Sidelines are for the crew operating yardage chains and down marker (three persons). All other individuals must be at least seven (7) yards from the  
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
playing field (end zone to end zone) during the game. All games in each age division shall be played on the field scheduled by the board.  
• Fields are to be used for games only.  
 5 . Games  
• Quarters shall be eight (8) minutes long.  
• Game time is forfeit time.  
• Intermissions  
A half time of eight (8) minutes will be between the second and third quarter • Time outs:  
All age divisions are allowed three (3) time outs per half as per the National Federation of State High School Athletic Association during any charged time out, one (1) coach per team will be allowed on the field in the huddle. Discussion with the officials during these times is to be discouraged. 
For playoff games, a tournament bracket will be made available one call regular season games have been completed  
• All players must have a starting position. Eight plays per half which does not include kickoff kick return. For example, after a coach picks his/her starting offense, the players who did not start on offense must be defensive starters.  • Each player must play eight downs per half. A down constitutes a snap of the ball.  
[bookmark: _Hlk173160368]• In the 7–8-year-old division, no nose guard. No A gap Blitz.  
  
7-8 No Nose Guard Head up[image: ][image: ]
• In all divisions 11–12-year-olds: 135 lbs.  
                                   9–10-year-olds: 110 lbs.  
                                                                                     7–8-year-olds: 90 lbs.  

                            If a stripped player lines up behind the front line, the team will assess a 15-yard penalty and a loss of down.  
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 Middle Line Backer, 3 yards off the ball, linemen inside C gap must be in 3-point stance 
 [image: ] 
  
 7-8 Protected/ Restricted area  
  
  
• In the 7–8-year-old division, one (1) coach may be on the field at all times. He/she must be at least ten (10) yards from the player furthest from the ball on his/her own team. He/she must make every effort to stay out of the way of the action.  
• In the 7–8-year-old division, DEFERRENCE – If team is facing 4th down inside their own 20-yard line they may elect to give up their 4th down and have the ball turned over to the defensive team at the 50-yard line  
• RYFL 7-8 Coaches. 2016 RYFL Rules will defer from NMAA guidelines as they apply to your age division. Just for clarification please review and adhere to the following:  
Defensive Rules  
🞆 NO NOSE GUARD  
🞆 NO BLITZTING OF A GAP  
🞆 ANY DEFENSE NO PLAYER CAN LINE UP IN A GAP  
(GOALLINE INCLUDED)  
• Any violation of this will result in a 15-yard penalty and automatic 1st down. Offensive Rules 🞆 NO QB SNEAKS THROUGH A GAPS  
• Any violation of this will result in a 10-yard penalty and automatic loss of down.  
This rule is not applicable in 9-10 & 11-12 age Division  
• 
  
  
6. Scoring Values  
  
• Touchdown Six (6) points  
• Point after One (1) point for run or pass, two (2) points for kick • Safety Two (2) points (awarded to the opponent)  
• Field goal Three (3) points  
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• Forfeit Offended team wins by 7-0 (Game will not result in a scrimmage)    
• Tie games in the 9-10- and 11–12-year-old divisions will be determined according to the National Federation of State High School Athletic Association rules: Four (4) downs from the 10-yard line.  
  
• Tie games in the 7–8-year-old division will be two (2) attempts from the 10-yard line for each team. If neither team scores, the ball will be moved to the 2.5- yard line. If a team is ahead by 32 points on the scoreboard will be turned off, and the final score will be recorded. The clock will continue to run as normal. The coach of the winning team will be required to change the entire starting offensive backfield. The starting offensive backfield will only be allowed to play defense in the number of players allowed.  
  
• All Games will be played in their entirely as deemed safe by the head official.  • A game can be called or stopped by the head official or board member. If the game is stopped before the halfway point it will be rescheduled, when the game is rescheduled, it will be restarted from the point it was stopped with the same time and score on the score board. If it was stopped after the kickoff in the second half it is considered a complete game.  
  
7. Players  
• The free substitute rule is always in effect. The National Federation of State High School Athletic Association system of numbering players in according to their position will be encouraged in the RYFL.  
• A player not playing for any reason must be reported to the opposing coach and the board member on duty before the game begins. A PARENT WAIVER WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  
• RYFL players may not have plays or instructions written on their persons or taped on their uniform. However, they can use a wrist band specifically made for plays.    
8. Coaches  
The heart of the Roswell Youth Football League is what happens between the coach and the player it is the coach more than any other single individual who makes our program a success or a failure. He/she controls the situation in which players may benefit or be harmed. The league is charged with the responsibility of obtaining coaches of the highest quality and ability in his/he ages division; to see that the league rules are implemented and adhered to; and, to see to that Coaches conduct themselves according to the RYFL standards and expectations.  
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o Therefore, it is imperative that the coaches reserve constructive criticism for a private moment. o Conduct all coaching from the bench area, except during charged time outs.  
o Refrain from profanity. o Always strive to make every football activity a training ground for developing a player’s skills and abilities.  
o The use of tobacco products is prohibited at games (on the playing field or sidelines) or during practice.  
o All teams are required to have at least one parent meeting before the first regular season game. The head coach and assistant coach must be in  
attendance.  
o All complaints by players, parents, coaches, and officials shall be presented in writing to the RYFL Board. A grievance form is available in the score box, concession stand upon request from on-duty board  
member.  
o Any and all misconduct by anyone on the sidelines before, during or after a game is the responsibility of all coaches and league officials present.    
Head coaches are responsible for everyone on his sideline to include but not limited to the following.  
• unattended children, belligerent persons, parents, grandparents, sibling’s family members, if any person is asked to leave by coach and individual(s) are not cooperative will request board member on duty will ask and to escort off the premises. If the individual(s) refuses to comply local law enforcement will be notified. The BOD will in a Good Faith Effort attempt to resolve all matters with the least restrictive option if applicable.  
• Any coach and or coaches ejected from a game will immediately have to vacate premises, failure to do so will result in FORFIET OF GAME.  
• Board members on duty will coordinate with referee to ascertain the circumstances of forfeiture and or any play and or coach ejections and sideline removals. 
  
Disciplinary action will be taken in the following circumstances:  
  
o A coach may be relieved or suspended from his/her coaching duties if his/her coaching actions are deemed detrimental to his/her or to the league. If a coach is charged with an offense that would cause his/her possible removal, he/she must be notified of the charge at least two (2) days before the meeting with the board. Any coach relieved or suspended of his/her coaching duties forfeits his/her privilege of coaching in the future in the RYFL.  
o A coach must teach a player to respect persons of authority; therefore, a coach must act with professionalism and proper restraint in his/her actions towards the officials. Continued improper conduct toward game officials by a coach shall be cause for his/her removal as head coach. Striking an 
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official shall call for automatic suspension of a coach from the RYFL and  
suspension from participating in all of City of Roswell Recreation sports and activities.  
o If during a game a head coach or assistant coach is given one penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct, he/she can be ejected, upon the third penalty they will be ejected and could be suspended or removed if so, deemed by the  
board.  
o Profanity, physical abuse, striking, hitting or kicking of a player will not be tolerated. A coach accused of any of these actions will immediately be  
relieved of his/her coaching duties.  
o One unsportsmanlike conduct penalty can be reviewed by the board and result in Coaches removal if the severity of it is deemed so by the board. o If a coach or assistant coach causes a confrontation or unsportsmanlike  
situation at the game fields he/she will be suspended for the next regular  
season game and could be suspended or removed if so, deemed by the board                                      
  
9. A judgement call by the officials does not constitute a protest.  
  
  
  
10. Any team that purposely creates a play to get the ball in the hands of a red-tagged player will cause the automatic ejection of the player and the head coach from the game.  Should the offense occur a second time, the head coach will be relieved of his/her duties for the remainder of the season.  
  
Code of Conduct/ Sportsmanship  
  
Any player, coach, board member, or official of the league (participation in any capacity), after a hearing and majority vote of the RYFL board of directors, may be suspended for any period of time as determined by the board if he/she is found to have committed any of the following acts:  
  
• Unsportsmanlike conduct  
Unauthorized use of funds  
• Striking a Coach, player, board member, game official or spectator.  
• Directly or indirectly receiving or offering financial gain or benefit for participation in the RYFL  
• Breaking any league rules.  
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Statement of Sportsmanship 
  
 Sportsmanship cannot be emphasized enough. Direct physical violence or verbal abuse against another person will not be tolerated. If a coach, player, official, or spectator cannot, or is unwilling to conduct themselves in a responsible manner, then they shall not be part of the program and their behavior, and actions may result in their suspension for up to the remainder of the season.  Failure to comply with the league’s Statement of Sportsmanship may jeopardize an individual’s use of the facilities in the future.  
  
 A Grievance Form will be available in the score box, concession stand or per request from on-duty board member to bring to the attention of the RYFL Board any issue which a parent, player, coach, official, or spectator feels presents an issue of immediate concern in the league, requiring the prompt attention of the appropriate RYFL personnel. The RYFL grievance committee and if applicable, depending on the severity of allegation, subsequently Board will initiate a review of all written complaints and issue a recommendation and written response for action to include notification of Law Enforcement.  
  
Statement of Unacceptable Behavior and Sanctions: 
 At any large activity, any person, to include coaches, officials, players, participants or spectators, who instigates any international act of physical violence or verbal abuse against another person shall be barred from attending any league sponsored activity for a period of not less than one (1) month nor more than one (1) year.  
  
 The RYFL Board, after determining that an individual has instigated and intentional act of direct physical violence or verbal abuse against another person shall issue the individual a letter detailing the sanctions being imposed by the league upon the individual.  
  
 Direct physical violence shall include, but is not limited to hitting, pushing, shoving, kicking or spitting. Direct verbal abuse shall include, but is not limited to, berating, belittling, cursing, and generally unacceptable language.  
  
  
Other/Miscellaneous  
  
A. Team sponsorship is mandatory – A mandatory team sponsorship of $300.00 is required to participate in the Roswell Youth Football League. Failure to provide a team sponsorship fee to the league will result in the team forfeiting their participation in the playoffs leading up to the Super Bowl Championships the league will provide each team sponsor with a  
plaque at the end of the season.  
  
Note* It is the head coach’s responsibility and obligation to submit a Sponsorship fee and or make B.O.D. approved arrangements to submit a sponsorship fee in the amount of $300 to the League no later than October 1st. Failure to submit sponsorship fee will result in head 
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coach not being able to participate in organized team activities to include but not limited to the 
following: practices, games, and forfeiture of any playoff participation games as well as future selection as head coach with RYFL. 
  
  
B. Opening Day Ceremonies/Games – All teams are required to attend (in uniform) the Opening Day Ceremonies/Games whether or not they are scheduled to play that day.    
C. Team Person – A team person is optional but is highly recommended to assist the coach with coordinating (but not limited to) the following: 1) Snacks after each game, 2) Parade, 3) End of season team party, etc.  
  
D. Fundraisers (including contributions and/or donations) are optional. The league requires each coach to be responsible and accountable for all monies received/spent. It is recommended that proper and timely acknowledgements be made and/or forwarded to an individual and/or business contributing and/or donation to the team.  
NOTE: $65.00 * limit per player for any individual auxiliary player items.ie. pants, last name on jerseys, decals, logos, undershirts parent pride shirts. RYFL is not responsible for any auxiliary items purchased, the quality of any items ordered, paid for, delivered, and or requested. Head responsible for all monies raised on your team’s behalf and must produce itemized expense sheet upon request from league if an audit is applicable as well as to ensure  
transparency amongst all parties involved ex. Parents, vendors, donors, etc.... 
E. Jersey’s teams must wear league approved jersey. Any auxiliary items placed on jerseys (i.e. names, numbers, logos) will be at the expense of the team and not RYFL. Any team attempting to wear an unauthorized team jersey will not be allowed to play in an unauthorized team jersey.  
NOTE: If the league approved jersey is not readily available at the time of scheduled kickoff, it may result in forfeit minus exigent circumstances deemed by B.O.D. 
F. Pictures will be taken of the team and individual players once all teams have been uniformed. Purchase of pictures is optional.  
  
G. Parade is optional. Football teams may coordinate and choose to enter the parade separately from their cheerleading team. It is recommended that each team’s football coach coordinates the parade with the team’s cheerleading coach and rides together to promote team sportsmanship.  
  
H. Concession, which sells food and drinks, is available in the fields.  
  
I. Playoff Games/ Super Bowl – Playoff games will begin at the end of the regular season.  The playoff bracket with team seeding will be posted as soon as the regular season has ended and hence, the playoff games will begin to determine the Super Bowl Champions in each age division. 
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J. Sportsmanship Counts! RYFL will honor one player from each team with a trophy at a special presentation at the end of the football season. The coaching staff of each team will choose the player of character & sportsmanship for the worthy award. The time and date for this presentation will be announced.  
  
K. Trophies / Sponsor Plaques – A team trophy and individual player trophies will be awarded to the first place League Champions and ONLY a team trophy will be awarded to the second place League Champions. One team trophy and individual player trophies will be awarded to the first and second place Super Bowl Champions in each age division. A plaque will be provided by the league to the sponsor of each team at the end of the season.    
L. National Youth Football Championships in Las Vegas, Nevada – The RYFL fully supports any team that wishes to participate in this event over the Thanksgiving holiday. It is the sole responsibility of each team participating to coordinate all aspects of the event, i.e.  entry fee, fundraises, transportation, hotel accommodations, etc.  
  
*All rules apply to all age divisions and districts unless otherwise specified. The rules and regulations of the Roswell Youth Football League can be changed and/or modified by a two-thirds vote of the board. * 
All RYFL League Specific rules that deviate from NMAA/ NFHS Rules will be identified in and overviewed with coaches and referees as well as in writing in RYFL Rule book. Ignorance of any rule is not a defense, and all infractions will be enforced by BOD, League, Referees Coaches,  
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