2024 8U League Rules
1.	Games will begin at 6:30 pm. No new inning after 1 hour 15 minutes. Drop dead time will be 8:00 pm and the game score will revert to the score at the end of the last complete inning. 
[bookmark: _Hlk504937062]2. 	Pitching distance is 32 feet. Pitchers must wear heart guard/evoshield and infield mask.
3. 	Softie 11” balls will be used. Home team will provide 2 balls in good condition per game.  
4.	First two innings will be 4-run limit or three outs, whichever comes first. Subsequent innings will be one time through the batting order or three outs. If the two teams don’t have an equal number of players, the number of batters will be the same as the roster with the most players. (i.e., one team with 9 and one team with 10, both teams bat 10 players or three outs.) During regular season play, if a team is batting less than 9, the 9th spot in the batting order is not an out if both coaches agree prior to the start of the game. During tournament play, batting less than 9 players will be an out each time the 9th spot in the batting order comes up.**Short-handed rule will apply during tournament.
5.	First inning is girl-pitched. Subsequent innings are pitching machine. 
6. 	During girl-pitched innings, the batter will remain up until a strikeout, a hit, or a third out in the field. If the batter gets to four balls, a tee will be used to complete the at-bat.
7. 	Girls batting off the tee will have two chances to put the ball into play. An allowable hit off the tee occurs if at least a portion of the ball is struck by the bat, and the ball travels into fair territory. Therefore, incidental contact with the tee by the bat is allowed.  
8. 	Batters cannot walk in this age division, whether girl-pitched or the pitching machine. 
9. 	Batters struck directly by a girl-pitched ball, without the ball hitting the ground between the pitcher and batter, will be awarded first base. If the batter is hit by a girl-pitched ball that contacts the ground before hitting the batter, the batter will continue their at bat and will not be awarded first base.**Batters struck by a ball from the pitching machine will not be awarded first base, regardless if the ball hits the ground or not.
10. 	No stealing.  No bunting.  No “Infield Fly” rule.
11. 	Ten players can play defense in the field; four of those players must be in the grass. 
12. 	One base allowed on an overthrow per pitch.  (Example: If there is an overthrow at first base, the runner can advance to second base only. Encourage girls to get the ball back to the pitcher.) 
13. 	The visiting coach will have the option to travel based on a conversation with the home coach regarding weather conditions. The decision must be made by 4:00 pm by both coaches. Please use common sense based on the age of the girls and the weather conditions anticipated at game time. Also, keep in mind the limited number of extra days we have to play make-up games.
[bookmark: _Hlk504937120]14. 	ONLY IF APPROVED BY SWMT Girls that are playing in a division lower than their division determined by ASA/USA standards have the following restrictions: No Pitching, No Catching & cannot bat higher than the #5 spot in the lineup.
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