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12U Division
Supplemental Local Playing Rules

General Rules

1. Games shall start on time as scheduled. The Visiting team is allowed infield practice from 30 minutes to 20 minutes (10 minutes total) before the scheduled start time.  The Home team is allowed infield practice from 20 minutes to 10 minutes (10 minutes total) before the scheduled time. Either team, or neither team, should take pre-game infield practice for the sake of fairness. However, coaches may use their discretion, and be in agreement, when applying this rule.

2. Home team will be responsible for raking the field, lining the field and setting out the bases.  Visiting team shall pick up and return game equipment to designated area, rake and/or drag the field following the game. In the situation where an out-of-town team is playing in Dover, the Dover team will be responsible for all duties listed here.

3. Lightning Rule: If, during a game, lightning is sighted or thunder is heard by an umpire or coach, regardless of the estimated distance, the umpire will immediately clear the field for a period of 30 minutes. (The time will be recorded in the scorebooks.) Should lightning be sighted during the 30 minute delay, a new 30 minute waiting period begins. Play will be stopped on all fields when lightening is sighted at any one field. Players must return to their vehicles during the delay.

4. The Home team is responsible for maintaining the official scorebook for any game and thus, the Home team scorebook generally takes precedence should there be any discrepancies with the Visiting team’s scorebook. Discrepancies must be rectified by agreement between teams before resumption of play.

5. If no umpire is scheduled for the game, a parent or coach from the home team may be allowed to umpire the game.  If no volunteer parent or coach is available, both teams will alternate as umpire for the game.  In this case, a coach from the fielding team will umpire from behind the plate only with a mask.

6. Jewelry is permitted in all divisions of Babe Ruth League Inc. Umpires (or DSYL Coaches) have the authority to remove anything believed to distract or increase risk to player safety. Medical alert or religious bracelets or necklaces are not considered jewelry.
In general, DYSL discourages the wearing of jewelry by its players during practices or games as it poses an increased risk of injury.





Game Rules

1. Babe Ruth League Softball Rules & Regulations and Official Playing Rules (most recent edition) will apply to Dover Youth Softball League games in the 12U division. DYSL exceptions are listed below.

2. BRSB Rule 4.15 – A game shall be forfeited …
DYSL Rule - An official game is one in which both teams have a minimum, and must finish with, 8 players. It is permissible to borrow a player from another DYSL 12U team. Scheduled games in which this criterion cannot be met should be rescheduled at a time agreed upon by both head coaches and League Scheduler to avoid forfeiting games. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk100675292][bookmark: _Hlk100675351]3.	BRSB Rule 4.09(a) – One run shall be scored…
DYSL Rule - A 5 run rule per inning is in effect. Generally, an inning ends early once the offensive team scores 5 runs before they make three outs. However, the play on which the fifth run scores will end upon its normal conclusion and all runs scored during the play will count.  
For example, a team has scored 4 runs in the inning and has runners on 2nd and 3rd bases with one out.  Batter hits a single and both runs score, and the batter is put out between first and second base, both runs count and the team scores six runs in the inning.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk100675462]All games with have a 90-minute time limit. No new inning may be started after an hour and ninety minutes.  Games called because of time limit will be considered a regulation game regardless of number of innings played. Both teams’ coaches and the umpire will agree on when the last inning will start. There is no run limit in the last inning.  A “drop dead” time limit of one hour and forty-five minutes will be in play. At the end of the one hour and forty-five minutes of play the score will revert to the last completed inning. An inning is deemed started at the conclusion of the last out of the prior inning.

5. All players will bat. This allows for free substitution of defensive positions. The official batting order will include all players on the team at the beginning of the game. The batting order must be followed throughout the game. Players arriving late will be placed in the last position in the batting order.  Upon mutual agreement of coaches, teams may insert a fourth outfielder in a defensive position.

6. No player may sit more than one consecutive defensive inning unless injured or has a medical condition preventing them from playing. All players must play a minimum of six defensive outs.

7. BRSB Rule 1.16 (c) - Pitcher, corner infielders (1st / 3rd ) are required to wear approved fielder facemasks.  Facemasks are strongly recommended for all fielders.

8. BRSB Rule 0.06 – Pitching Limitations Babe Ruth pitching rules/regulations will apply for the entire season.



Rules adopted on 2/27/2023
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