

Minnesota Bass Federation FAQ

Thank you for your interest in the Minnesota Bass Federation!  The following document serves as an informational packet for new and prospective members to consider. Please note that this packet is specifically for our adult organization. If you are seeking information for youth or high school opportunities, please reach out to our youth director for more information.
Tight Lines,
MNBF BOD
MNBF Membership information:
MNBF membership is open to all people 16 years of age and older.
To be a member in good standing, all members must maintain active membership in The Bass Federation (TBF) and Minnesota Bass Federation (MNBF).  Per TBF by-laws, any member must be in an active club of 6 members to be in good standing.  If you do not have a club, we can help you form your own club or may assist in finding one for you. 
It is an insurance requirement for any person participating in any MNBF organized function to be a member in good standing.  This includes all anglers fishing in any tournament.  No exceptions.
MNBF conducts a team trail, where members can additionally join/opt into the NBAA, for a chance to qualify for the NBAA National Championship.
TBF / MNBF / NBAA Memberships are annual memberships January 1 to December 31 for the year.  
MNBF annual dues are $50.  Register/Pay online @ mnbass.org
TBF Dues are $50.  NBAA Dues are $40.  OR purchase a NBAA Super Membership which includes both TBF and NBAA for just $60.
The NBAA super membership may be purchased at NBAA-BASS.COM 
Starting a Club is EASY!!!  You just need 6 paid (“mother club”) members to be considered an active club.  Club President or delegate will be responsible for maintaining their member rosters.  Membership includes insurance coverage for all your club events.
MNBF Tournament Information:

(New 2025) Team Open Spring Fling:  This has been an annual tournament held last Sunday in April but is now being operated as a stand-alone tournament.  Fun inspired team event to kick off the season.

MNBF/NBAA Team Trail: This five-tournament team series is operated under the NBAA charter. Five individual tournaments held throughout the state and throughout the season. Teams of two anglers per boat fish for points at each event to qualify for team of the year and the NBAA national championship (top ten teams qualify).  MNBF awards additional prizes for the MNBF team of the year, and other sponsors provided prizes at each event.

MNBF “STATE” Tournament of Champions (TOC):  Annual tournament held at a moving location each year. This is a Pro/Co-angler format with catch-weigh-release format.  (NEW 2025) the top finishing pro and co-angler will advance directly to the 2026 TBF National Championship!!! The rest of the top anglers will advance to the TBF National Semi Final.  Additional “State Team” prizes and pro staff opportunities are awarded. Note: all registrations must be submitted with a “linked” pro/co angler registration.

TBF National Semi Final: This is our regional tournament.  The annual two-day tournament held in September (hosted by Minnesota or Wisconsin).  Anglers compete for cash prizes and the opportunity to advance to the TBF National Championship.

How can I advance to the National Semi Final? 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk94612600]Qualify by fishing the State TOC. The top percentage based on overall MNBF participation will get an invitation from the MNBF President to attend.
2. Each club in good standing with TBF and MNBF will be able to auto-advance a linked boater and co-angler to the NSF. Clubs in good standing must have at least 6 paid “mother club” members in TBF and MNBF and meet MNBF club participation requirements.

How can I advance to the TBF National Championship
1. Top boater and co-angler at the TBF NSF advance
2. Top boater and co-angler at the MNBF State TOC advance.  

Participation Requirements:

MNBF maintains a standard of requirements to participate in some events which offer lucrative prizes and advancement opportunities.  This is done in spirit of promoting MNBF as a conservation and social organization. “Jackpotting” MNBF events for the sole purpose of individual benefit is discouraged.

What are the participation requirements?
Club/Angler Participation requirements:     
a. Club Requirement - Each Club must have representation at two MNBF tournaments (Spring Fling/Team/TOC) and complete a participation/volunteer credit to auto-advance a linked boater/non-boater to National Semi-Final (NSF).
b. MNBF TOC Requirement – Individuals must complete one participation or volunteer credit prior to registering for MNBF State TOC.  All registrants must link with a pro/co-angler participant to ensure a balanced field.
c. Semi- Final Requirement- Those Individuals who qualify for NSF at MNBF TOC must also complete a 3rd participation or volunteer requirement to advance to the National Semi Final.
Some Examples of a MNBF Approved Events Are:
Conservation Lake Clean up 
Fish a MNBF Team Trail Event (Each Tournament counts as 1)
Be a Coach in a High School Fishing Event (SAF) or Junior event 
Participate in Camp Confidence Tournament
Participate in Wounded Warriors Tournament
Participate in Disabled Vet Tournament 
St Judes Tournament
Helping put together tackle packs for the youth club.
If you are not sure if your community service item meets the requirements or have other questions, please feel free to contact MNBF representatives listed on the page.  
Other FAQs and info

Do you have to fish all events with the same partner?  No

Can a team be from 2 different clubs?  Yes, if he/she are over 16 and dues are current they should be able to fish as a team.  MNBF does not have a restriction that the team must be from the same club.  

Substitutions:

Can you have a substitute? Yes    Must be 16 Years or older.  Under 18 need parent release signed.

The NBAA has specific substitution parameters for points qualification and team of the year.  MNBF uses the same ruling as NBAA for purposes of calculating “MNBF Team of the Year” prizes.  See NBAA/rules or tournament director for clarification.  

Otherwise, anglers may participate with any other angler, provided they are a member in good standing.

Can you fish alone if your partner cannot make it?  No, you must have a substitute fishing with you and must be a MNBF Member to fish.  Does not need to be a NBAA member for substitute.  MNBF does not allow anyone fishing alone

How do I qualify for NBAA Championship?
Fish 4 out of 5 tournaments and finish within the top 10 teams or 20% whichever is greater qualifies for the NBAA National Championship the following year, this is an No entry fee tournament.  First prize is a Ranger boat.  

If your team has qualified for the NBAA National Championship (fished 4 out the 5 tournaments and my partner is not able to go, can I get another partner?  Yes, if they have fished 3 out of the 5 MNBF tournaments in the year qualifying for the Championship tournament.  
 
MNBF Board Members contact information: 

Northern Regional Director: Lee Butcher 952-500-1239
Central Regional Director:	Tom Rodrigues 612-202-8159
South Regional Director: Eric Turkowski 320-492-4982
Conservation Director: Marty Terveer: 612-850-8745
Youth Director: Ron Mehr 320-492-5313
President: Eric Ritter: 612-799-6414  
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