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Title:		Playing Up an Age Group Co-Ed Teams
Policy No.:  	SW001.01(Dated 29Mar2023)
Purpose:	To define the Cincinnati Swords Policy and Procedure for approving an individual player to be rostered on a team where the player is playing up one age group classification higher than their birth year appropriate age group classification.
Policy:	
1. The Cincinnati Swords will comply with the requirements defined by USA Hockey and the Mid-Am district.  
2. A player must be a second year player in their respective age division for consideration to move up to the next age division, per Mid am policy.
3. A player can only be considered for Playing Up one age group classification.
4. To be considered a candidate for Playing Up, a player must meet the following criteria:
1. Player must be ranked among the top 25% of all players in the player’s age classification team or teams in order to be considered.  (If the player is not projected to be one of the top participants at that age classification, then it is highly questionable whether the move up is truly in the best interest of that player.) 
2. Player must possess the physical traits and mental maturity to play up in the next age group as evaluated by the player’s last coach (if not a parent coach for the player) or an interview conducted by a Swords’ Board member with the player. 
3. Player’s skill must be demonstrated through an evaluation or tryout with the playing up age group team.
· Player will be evaluated by the coach of the requested team and at least two impartial coaches not affiliated with the team, coach, or age group.
· At least one Board member is required to participate in the evaluation.



Procedure:
1. A “Playing Up” request must be submitted to the Swords via email or other written communication. Such communication must be submitted at minimum, a week prior to scheduled first tryout session. 
2. Player Risk Acknowledgment and Liability Waiver form must be signed by a parent or guardian.
3. At the time of tryouts, the player must register for their age group’s All Call or team specific tryout. Example: 10U age second year player goes through 10U tryouts.
4. An impartial evaluation of the player’s skills, the ability to contribute to the older team, as well as the player’s maturity level, must be made by an evaluation team comprised of the head coach from the player’s age-appropriate division, the head coach of the age division in which the player is seeking to play up, two impartial coaches not affiliated with the team, coach, or age group and one or more Swords Board representatives.
5. The Board representative(s) will review the player’s evaluation with the Swords Board.
6. The Swords Board will approve all requests before a player can be rostered to play up an age group.

Note: Mid-Am district registrar may delay or reject the rostering of a player to an age classification higher than their age when a roster is submitted for the season.

Per USA Hockey:	There is an increased risk of injury for participants playing outside of their designated age classification. USA Hockey allows the movement in certain situations if specific guidelines are followed. An association should carefully consider the increased risks involved when evaluating a request to move a participant into an older age classification.

Approved By: 	Swords Board of Directors 
Effective:	29Mar2023
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