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COVID-19 Response and Return to Play Guidelines 

The past three months have been unlike any other time since I started at Minnesota Hockey. In what typically 
is a time to catch up on things we couldn’t do during the season, we were in the position of flying a plane 
while building it as we worked to figure out what we would be able to do per guidance from the state and the 
Minnesota Department of Health.  
 
Throughout the process, we worked in concert with MIAMA and the Minnesota Amateur Sports Commission, 
which was tabbed by the Governor’s office to organize a coalition of youth sports leaders. All of these ongoing 
meetings served us well, as our Hockey Operations group began the process of implementing our guidelines 
for hockey in Minnesota.  
 
Here’s an overview of the timeline in this process: 
Early May – Meetings began with MIAMA 
Mid May – Daily meetings with MASC Return to Play Group 
Mid May – Hockey Ops Group Meetings to formulate Return to Play Guidelines 
Late May – Meetings with Commissioner Tarek Tomes 
May 22 – Release of Return to Play Guidelines for Phase 1 
May 27 – Webinar for associations to discuss Phase 1 
June 1 – Rinks Open for Phase 1 
June 9 – COVID Update sent out to associations 
June 10 – Hockey specific conversation with Tomes on Return to Play 
June 17 – Another conversation with Tomes on Risk Categories for hockey 
June 23 – Release of Updated Return to Play Guidelines for Phase 2 
 
Upcoming – Webinar for associations to discuss Phase 2, discussions for Phase 3 and regular season, further 
guidance for associations on how to handle breakouts in their area. 
 

Diversity Project 
This offseason was supposed to be a continuation of our major initiative to increase diversity within 
Minnesota Hockey, and also provide for a better experience for our families of color. The impact of COVID-19 
and the resulting commitment to our Return to Play Guidelines delayed much of what we were hoping to 
accomplish.  
 
The death of George Floyd on Memorial Day weekend prompted a huge change in the way we talk about and 
deal with racial issues. All industries, including hockey, have been impacted by this. We have been meeting 
with Stephanie Jackson from USA Hockey about how Minnesota Hockey should be taking on this issue, as well 
as how we can continue making steps toward change that we started last year.  
 
We will be planning to do some webinars and training for our board, as well as for our members over the next 
month. This is an issue we will need to keep on top of and stay willing to talk about and improve on. 

 



 

 

2020 Minnesota Hockey Golf Benefit 

The 2020 Minnesota Hockey Golf Benefit has been postponed to Wednesday, September 16 at Bunker Hills, 
pending approval from the board. The new date may present some challenges as it is arguably our busiest 
time of year. However, this is a worthwhile event, and hopefully a way we can celebrate a kickoff to a new 
season.  
 
We will be looking for any and all support you can provide for this event, whether through financial support, 
volunteering, prize donations or signing up a foursome.    
 

Little Wild 
Due to the National Hockey League pulling support of Learn to Play programs until at least January of 2021, 
the Little Wild Learn to Play program has been postponed. The decision has been made to host the program 
in April of 2021, as well as again in September.  
 
All locations that committed to host this September have been given first right of refusal to host again in both 
April and September. Thus far, 11 of those hosts have committed to host in April: Bloomington, St. Paul, 
Brooklyn Park, Duluth, Shakopee, Plymouth, Rogers, Eden Prairie, Coon Rapids, Moorhead and Rosemount. 
 
The other locations that had committed were Dodge County, Stillwater, Hastings, St. Louis Park, Woodbury, 
Sartell, Mankato and Delano. 
 

Corporate Partnerships 
The focus on corporate partnerships has been to work on collecting from outstanding invoices from current 
partners. However, with the cancellation of State Tournaments and High Performance programs, some 
commitments were not fulfilled on our end. We have been working through those with our partners, and the 
hope is we will recoup at least 80% of what is owed to us. 
 
There will still be some challenges going forward in terms of acquiring new partners as dollars are obviously 
limited. However, we do have some benefits in that youth sports are allowed to continue, and advertisers will 
want to go to where they know they can find active participants.  
 

Hockey Day Minnesota 

Mankato was announced as this year’s Hockey Day Minnesota. However, there is some talk that they may 
push to host in 2022 rather than 2021. The Wild is looking at some other options for 2021 if that is indeed the 
case.  
 

Minnesota Wild Leadership Summit 

The Wild will be hosting a virtual Leadership Summit for High School boys and girls captains and coaches on 
July 13.  
 
I have been involved in the planning for this event, which has some pretty big names and topics attached to it: 
Wild GM Bill Guerin, USA Hockey’s Stephanie Jackson and the NHL’s Kim Davis, David Backes, Lee Stecklein, 
Paul Martin, Allie Thunstrom, Charlie Strobel, Blake Biondi and many others.   
 
 

 
 


