
 

 

 

 

 

​
Top L/R: Jack Homoly, Christian Kuchta, Carter Towns and Alex Vazquez​
Row 3: Coach Newland, Jack Quetschenbach, Mason Jeffers, Tim Teixeira, Nathan Spengler, Tanner Warner, Coach Bragg 
and Coach Armilio​
Row 2: Caiden Bowman, Noah Williams, Kai Bennett, Charlie Mussorici, Aden Holst, Dane Moberly and Kayden Cook​
Front Row: Addison Smith, Tatem Shafer, Chase Littrell, Charlie Marshall and Simon Linde 

Pictured below: Graham Lueth, Kaiden Postoak, Kyle Kruske, Jackson Tankesley and Isaiah Hung  

             



JAYS VARSITY SCHEDULE (24-14) 

DAY DATE TIME OPPONENT RESULT RECORD STREAK +/- 

Fri 3/17 3:00 PM Blue Springs Loss 5-6 (9inn) 0-1 L1 -1 

  530pm Kearney Loss 1-11 0-2 L2 -11 

Mon 3/20 1030am Platte County Win 4-3 1-2 W1 -10 

  1:00 PM Rockhurst Loss 3-9 1-3 L1 -16 

Wed 3/22 1:00 PM LSW Loss 1-3 1-4 L2 -18 

Sat 3/25 3:00 PM GRAIN VALLEY Win 8-3 2-4 W1 -13 

  530pm GRAIN VALLEY Loss 7-10 2-5 L1 -16 

Wed 3/29 4:00 PM @ LSW Win 6-2 3-5 W1 -12 

Fri 3/31 230pm @ Kickapoo Loss 0-1 3-6 L1 -13 

  500pm @ Webb City Win 5-1 4-6 W1 -9 

Sat 4/1 10:00 AM @ Glendale Loss 12-13 4-7 L1 -10 

  3:00 PM @ Republic Loss 8-12 4-8 L2 -14 

Mon 4/3 4:00 PM PARK HILL SOUTH Win 6-1 5-8 W1 -9 

Wed 4/5 4:00 PM @ Staley Win 6-4 6-8 W2 -7 

Fri 4/7 4:00 PM CENTRAL Win 8-4 7-8 W3 -3 

Wed 4/12 4:00 PM PARK HILL Win 10-0 8-8 W4 7 

Thu 4/13 4:00 PM @ Blue Springs Win 6-5 9-8 W5 8 

Fri 4/14 4:00 PM @ PHS Loss 6-7 9-9 L1 7 

Mon 4/17 5:00 PM @ Park Hill Win 4-1 10-9 W1 10 

Wed 4/19 4:00 PM STALEY Win 8-2 11-9 W2 16 

Fri 4/21 4:00 PM LEE'S SUMMIT Win 10-0 12-9 W3 26 

Sat 4/22 12:00 PM BLAIR OAKS Win 4-3 13-9 W4 27 

Mon 4/24 4:00 PM @ Lee's Summit North Loss 4-7 13-10 L1 24 

Thu 4/27 815pm @ Shawnee Mission North Win 4-1 14-10 W1 27 

Fri 4/28 1115am @ Olathe North Win 11-1 15-10 W2 37 

 4/28 445pm @ Olathe South Win 4-3 16-10 W3 38 

Sat 4/29 445pm @ Derby Win 6-3 17-10 W4 41 

Mon 5/1 4:00 PM Blue Springs South L 4-14 17-11 L1 31 

Tue 5/2 4:00 PM @ Blue Springs Win 10-6 18-11 W1 35 

Fri 5/5 4:00 PM LSN Win 11-10 19-11 W2 36 

Sat 5/6 11:00 AM Jefferson City Win 6-3 20-11 W3 39 

  1:00 PM  Win 8-5 (8 inn) 21-11 W4 42 

Mon 5/8 4:00 PM @ Lee's Summit Loss 0-1 21-12 L1 41 

Tue 5/9 5:00 PM Ray-Pec Win 1-0 22-12 W1 42 

Wed 5/10 4:00 PM Oak Park Win 8-4 23-12 W2 46 

Fri 5/12 5:00 PM Liberty North Loss 0-8 23-13 L1 38 

Tue 5/16 4:00 PM St. Joe Central (Districts) Win 10-0 24-13 W1 48 

Thu 5/18 4:00 PM Staley (Districts) Loss 3-5 24-14 L1 46 



Final record 24W – 14L ​
Conference 7W – 3L (1st Place)​

Post Season 1W – 1L​
Win Streak – 5​

Finished 20-6 last 26 games​
15th consecutive winning season 

STALEY 5 V. LIBERTY 3 (GAME 38) - Districts Semis ​
Blue Jays made a comeback but fall today 5-3. Tenacious group all year, fought through adversity early 
to see the team grow and compete against everyone. Love these guys, this team’s bond is deep. Going 
to miss all the daily hard work.  Team 50 is special! 24-14 Conference Champs 

LIBERTY 10 V. ST. JOSEPH CENTRAL 0 (GAME 37) - Districts Round 1​
Liberty defeats Central 10-0 in 1st RD of Districts. Simon Linde picks up the Win, 3 K’s. Tanner Warner 
4 K’s. Addison Smith 2 for 4, Jack Quetschenbach 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s, Kayden Cook 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s. Jays 
are 24-13. Next up Staley 1pm Thursday @ Creekside note the time change. 

LIBERTY NORTH 8 V. LIBERTY 0 (GAME 36) ​
Jays had a tough one tonight, but not overshadowed was a celebration of 50 years of Jays Baseball.  
12 former 1973-75 Jays turned out for recognition of a long history of Liberty Baseball.  More memories 
coming tomorrow, thank you to all former Blue Jays who showed up. 

 



 

LIBERTY 8 V. OAK PARK 5 (GAME 35)​
Liberty defeats Oak Park 8-5. Kai Bennett was solid on the mound Win, 5.2 IP, 7K’s 2 ER.  Addison 
Smith 3 for 4, double, 2 triples, 3R. Nathan Spengler 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s. Noah Williams 2 for 3, Christian 
Kutcha drove in 2. Liberty is now 23-12 next up LN @ William Jewell Fri 5pm. 

LIBERTY 1 V. RAY-PEC 0 (GAME 34)​
Tanner Warner was special today! Warner out hurled Ray-Pec today 1-0 throwing a CG 3 hit shutout. 9 
K’s 0 BB! Bottom 6th Dane Moberly singled, stole second, adv. to 3B on a WP. Chase Littrell 3-2 single 
to CF for the go ahead run. Big win! The Jays are now 22-12. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEE’S SUMMIT 1 V. LIBERTY 0 (GAME 33)​
There was not much offense in this one as the Jays offense was stymied by Lee’s Summit pitching.  
Tim Teixeira threw 3 2/3rds striking out 2, 0 hits and allowing 0 runs. Alex Vazquez pitched in relief 2 
1/3rd innings striking out 4.  Liberty is now 21-12 on the season. 

LIBERTY 8 V. JEFF CITY 5 (8 INNINGS GAME 32)​
Sat: GM2 what a finish with the walk off from Noah Williams! Liberty wins in 8 innings 8-5 over Jeff City. 
Nathan Spengler 3 for 5, 2 RBI’s. Kayden Cook 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s & Noah Williams 2 for 5, HR 3 RBI’s. 
Graham Lueth picks up the Win 2.2 IP 4 K’s. Jays are 21-11 next up @ LS 

LIBERTY 6 V. JEFF CITY 3 (GAME 31)​
Sat: GM1 featured 12 seniors being honored & 2 former Blue Jays Throw/Catch first pitch. Liberty def. 
Jeff City 6-3, Aden Holst went 3 for 4 with 2 doubles, 2 RBI’s. Simon Linde picks up the Win 6 K’s, 
Kayden Cook the SV. Thanks to our seniors you mean everything to our program! 

 



 

LIBERTY 11 V. LSN 10 (GAME 30)​
Liberty defeats LSN 11-10 today to capture a share of the GKC Silver Conf. title. Addison Smith big day 
2 for 2, 2 doubles, 3 R, 3 RBI’s, 2.1 IP 4K’s SV. Noah Williams 3 for 3, double. Nathan Spengler 2 for 3. 
Kai Bennett picks up the Win 6 K’s. Jays are now 19-11, 7-2 in Conf. 

 



Congrats to the 9 Blue Jay baseball players who signed and headed to the next level yesterday. Special 
group and excited for their future! (L-R) Caiden Bowman, Dane Moberly, Noah Williams, Charlie 
Mussorici, Simon Linde, Kayden Cook, Addison Smith, Chase Littrell and Kai Bennett 

LIBERTY 10 V. BLUE SPRINGS 6 (GAME 29)​
Liberty def. Blue Springs 10-6 today. Jays pounded out 15 hits. Nathan Spengler led the way 3 for 3, 
double 2 RBI’s, Kayden Cook 3 for 4, double 2 RBI’s, Dane Moberly 3 for 5, 2 RBI’s Christian Kutcha & 
Charlie Musoricci each had 2 hits. Tim Teixeira W, 7K’s 0BB. Jays are 18-11. 

BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH 14 V. LIBERTY 4 (GAME 28)​
Tough one for the Jays today vs Blue Sp. South lost 14-5. Addison Smith ended an incredible 29 
straight games with a hit dating back to last season. The 29 game hitting streak is the longest in school 
history, an incredible feat for an incredible player! Liberty is now 17-11 

LIBERTY 6 V. DERBY 3 (GAME 27)​
Liberty defeats Derby (KS) 6-3 today to finish River City Tourney 4-0. Simon Linde 5 2/3rd strong 
innings picks up the Win, 7 K’s. Addison Smith the Save 2 K’s, 1 for 2 at the plate with 2 RBI’s. Jack 
Quetschenbach 2 for 3. Blue Jays are now 17-10 

LIBERTY 4 V. OLATHE SOUTH 3 (GAME 26)​
Liberty (16-10) defeats #1 Olathe South (13-2) 4-3 in the 2nd game today. Jays walk it off on an Aden 
Holst HBP. Addison Smith 2 for 3, double. Nathan Spengler 2 for 4. Graham Leuth picks up the win. Big 
day! Proud of these men! 

LIBERTY 11 V. OLATHE NORTH 1 (GAME 25)​
Liberty defeats Olathe North 11-1 today @ KU. Kai Bennett dominated the Eagles throwing a CG 4 
hitter striking out 6. Bats were red hot  Chase Littrell 2 for 4, double, triple. Jack Quetschenbach 1 for 
2, triple 2 RBI’s. Dane Moberly 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s. Jays are 15-10. 

LIBERTY 4 V. SHAWNEE MISSION NORTH 1 (GAME 24)​
Jays defeat Shawnee Mission North 4-1 tonight. Story was Alex Vazquez who struck out 10 
consecutive batters finishing with 11 K’s picking up the win. Tim Teixeira struck out 6! Chase Littrell 2 
for 4 w/RBI. Liberty is 14-10 next up Olathe North 11:15am Friday @ Univ. of Kansas 

 



LSN 7 V. LIBERTY 4 (GAME 23)​
Liberty fell 7-4 to LSN today. Jays move to 13-10 on the season and 7-2 in conference 

LIBERTY 4 V. BLAIR OAKS 3 (GAME 22)​
Liberty defeats Blair Oaks 4-3 today. Charlie Mussorici after a sluggish first inning settled in and took a 
no hitter to the 7th, struck out 7 allowed 2 hits for the Win. Alex Vazquez picks up the save. Nathan 
Spengler 2 for 2 & Chase Littrell 1 for 2, double RBI. Liberty is 13-9 

LIBERTY 10 V. LEE'S SUMMIT 0 (GAME 21)​
Jays defeated Lee’s Summit 10-0 today. Kai Bennett was solid on the mound 5 1/3rd IP, 0 R, 4 K’s 
picking up the win. Jack Quetschenbach 2 for 4, double 3 RBI’s. Addison Smith 2 for 4 w/triple. Liberty 
is now 12-9 & 7-1 in conference. Next up Blair Oaks 12pm Sat. 

 

LIBERTY 8 V. STALEY 2 (GAME 20)​
Liberty def. Staley 8-2 today! Big 5 run 6th sealed it. Nathan Spengler 2 for 3, double, 2 run home run. 
Add Smith 2 for 3, triple 2 RBIs, Chase Littrell 2 for 4, 2 RBIs, Jack Homoly 2 for 3, double. Smith gets 
the W on the mound and Alex Vazquez the save. Jays are now 11-9 & 6-1 in conf. 

LIBERTY 4 V. PARK HILL 1 (GAME 19)​
Liberty defeats Park Hill 4-1 behind a strong pitching performance by Simon Linde CG 6K’s scattering 
4 hits. Kayden Cook 2 for 4 w/2 RBI’s, Dane Moberly 2 for 3 Chase Littrell, Christian Kutcha and 
Kayden Cook big RBI singles! Jays are now 10-9 and 5-1 in conference. 

PARK HILL SOUTH 7 V. LIBERTY 6 (GAME 18)​
Liberty’s late rally falls short to Park Hill South, final score 7-6. Nathan Spengler 2 for 3, Jack Homoly 2 
for 3 with 2 RBI’s. Jack Quetschenbach drove in 2 runs. Liberty is 9-9 and 4-1 in conference play. Jays 
look to get back on track Monday @ Park Hill 5pm. 



LIBERTY 6 V. BLUE SPRINGS 5 (GM 17)​
Liberty defeats Blue Springs 6-5 today. Jack Quetschenbach 2 for 4 double, 3 RBI’s. Dane Moberly 2 
for 3. Alex Vazquez 4 IP 3K’s in relief Addison Smith closed it down in the 7th. Kayden Cook BIG two 
out go ahead single in the 7th to give the Jays the win. Liberty is now 9-8 

LIBERTY 10 V. PARK HILL 0 (GM 16)​
Jays put one together today defeating Park Hill 10-0. Jack Quetschenbach 2 for 3, double 3 bibbies. 
Dane Moberly 2 for 2, double 2 bibs. Jack Homoly & Jackson Tankesley 2 hits a piece. Simon Linde 
was dominant on the bump CG shutout, 4 K’s. Liberty is 8-8, 4-0 in conf play. 

LIBERTY 8 V. CENTRAL 4 (GM 15)​
Liberty defeats Central 8-4 today. Addison Smith 2 for 3, double. Jack Quetschenbach & Jackson 
Tankesley each drove in 2 runs. Dane Moberly 2 for 3. Alex Vazquez the 2 inning save 3 K’s. Jays are 
7-8 and 3-0 in conference play. Next up Mon. at home v. Park Hill 4pm 

LIBERTY 6 V. STALEY 4 (GM 14)​
Liberty defeats Staley tonight 6-4. Addison Smith set the tone at the plate going 3 for 4, Jackson 
Tankesley had a big 2 run single. Noah Williams went 2 for 4. Kai Bennett picks up the Win 3 K’s, 
Simon Linde the save 2 K’s. Jays are now 6-8 and 2-0 in Conference play. 

LIBERTY 6 V. PHS 1 (GM 13)​
Liberty defeats PHS 6-1 today. Jack Quetschenbach with a 380 ft blast to RC for a 2 run homer. 
Addison Smith 2 for 3 & Chase Littrell 3 for 4 with a triple. Addison Smith & Kayden Cook scattered 3 
hits over 6 innings, Charlie Mussorici 3 k’s to finish the 7th. Jays are 5-8 

REPUBLIC 12 V. LIBERTY 8 (SPRINGFIELD RED/BLUE SERIES) - GM12​
Jays fell 12-8 in the last game of the Red/Blue series. Addison Smith went 2 for 3, Nathan Spengler 2 
for 4, Jackson Tankesley 2 for 4 and Kayden Cook 2 for 4 with a homer and 3 RBI’s. Jack 
Quetschenbach drove in 3 runs.  

KICKAPOO 1 V. LIBERTY 0 (SPRINGFIELD RED/BLUE SERIES) - GM11​
GM2: Kickapoo wins 1-0 in the 7th. Story was Kai Bennett who threw a no hitter! Bennett was 
dominant striking out 6 throwing only 79 pitches. Liberty stranded 6 base runners at 2nd base but 
could not plate a run. Jack Quetschenbach 1 for 1, double 2 BB. Liberty is now 4-6. 

LIBERTY 5 V. WEBB CITY 1 (SPRINGFIELD RED/BLUE SERIES) - GM10​
GM1: Liberty defeats Webb City 5-1 behind Simon Linde’s CG 7inn 2 hit performance on the mound. 
Linde dominated throwing only 69 pitches striking out 4. Dane Moberly & Jack Quetschenbach each 
drove in 2 runs. Jays are now 4-5. 

KICKAPOO 1 V. LIBERTY 0 (SPRINGFIELD RED/BLUE SERIES) - GM9​
GM1: Liberty defeats Webb City 5-1 behind Simon Linde’s CG 7inn 2 hit performance on the mound. 
Linde dominated throwing only 69 pitches striking out 4. Dane Moberly & Jack Quetschenbach each 
drove in 2 runs. Jays are now 4-5. 



LIBERTY 6 V. LSW 2 (GM8)​
Jays defeat LSW 6-2 on the road today. Jack Homoly went 2 for 4 with 2 RBI’s, Chase Littrell 2 for 4 & 
Dane Moberly 2 for 4. Alex Vazquez picks up the Win, Charlie Mussorici 3 K’s. Liberty is now 3-5 and 
head to Springfield this weekend. 

GRAIN VALLEY 10 V. LIBERTY 7 (GM7)​
GM 2 today went beyond a 13 inning game and the Jays fell 10-7. Nathan Spengler 3 for 7, Chase 
Littrell 2 for 4, Kayden Cook 3 for 5 & Jack Quetschenbach 2 for 5. Liberty battled and was proud of 
these guys! 4 hours 32 min! 

LIBERTY 8 V. GRAIN VALLEY 3 (GM6)​
GM 1 today the Jays defeated Grain Valley 8-3 behind a strong outing by Simon Linde 9 K’s…Addison 
Smith 2-2 with a bomb, Nathan Spengler 3-4, HR, 2 doubles & 5 RBI’s. Chase Littrell 2 for 3. Liberty is 
now 2-4 

LEE’S SUMMIT WEST 3 V. LIBERTY 1  (GM5)​
Another tough one today, Addison Smith just missed a cycle by 5 feet. Addison went 3 for 4 with a 
double and triple. Sophomore Jack Quetschenbach was 2 for 2. Alex Vazquez threw 6 strong innings of 
relief striking out 3 and only allowing 1 earned run. Jays are 1-4 

ROCKHURST 9 V. LIBERTY 3  (GM4)​
Rockhurst had the best of this game working 3 runs in the 3rd and 4 runs in the 4th inning. Noah Williams went 2 
for 4. Isaiah Hung strikes out 5.  Liberty is 1-3 

LIBERTY 4 V. PLATTE COUNTY 3  (GM3)​
Finally the Jays put a game together in this early part of the season. Addison Smith led the way going 3 
for 3, Nathan Spengler went 2 for 2.  Strong start by Charlie Mussorici throwing 4 1/3rd  with 5 
strikeouts.  Tatem Shafer picks up the save going 2 2/3rds.  Liberty is now 1-2 on the season. 

KEARNEY 11 V. LIBERTY 1  (GM2)​
GM 2 Liberty once again struggles to score runs and the pitching gives up 11 runs. Addison Smith 
goes 1 for 2 with a double. Jays are now 0-2 on the season. 

BLUE SPRINGS 6 V. LIBERTY 5 (9 INNINGS) GM1​
Game one of the 2023 season. Liberty is at Creekside to take on Blue Springs.  It was a long game with 
the offense having many chances to score, but just could not finish. Kai Bennett threw 4 strong innings 
striking out 6.  Liberty is now 0-1 on the season and takes on Kearney.  
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Liberty baseball's 50th season comes to close​
By Liam Keating sports@mycouriertribune.com May 24, 2023 Updated May 24, 2023​
​
RIVERSIDE — The 50th season of Liberty baseball came to a close in the district tournament. The Blue Jays 

were ousted by Staley in the Class 6 District 8 Semifinals May 18. The Falcons defeated Liberty 5-3 to 

advance to the district championship. Staley eventually lost to Liberty North. 

​
Liberty’s head coach Kirk Bragg embraces his team following a loss to Staley in the Class 6 District 8 Semifinals on Thursday, May 18. Liam Keating/Courier-Tribune 

The Blue Jays scored all three of their runs in the final inning of the game as they tried to mount a comeback while down 

5-0. Jack Quetschenbach opened the inning by gaining a base via a walk. Christian Kuchta drilled a liner toward centerfield 

that was mishandled by the defense. 



​
Liberty’s Christian Kuchta celebrates after reaching third base for the Blue Jays in the Class 6 District 8 Semifinals on Thursday, May 18. Liam 

Keating/Courier-Tribune​
​
Kuchta was able to scamper to third base, scoring the first run of the game. Noah Williams followed Kuchta’s shot by earning a walk. 

Kayden Cook was next to the plate and smashed a deep double to the warning track. Cook scored two runs. The Blue Jays could not 

keep the rally going as their season came to an end.​
​
“I told them that getting three outs in baseball is extremely hard to do. We put it together there toward the end,” Liberty head coach 

Kirk Bragg said. 



​
Liberty’s Kayden Cook celebrates after driving in two runs during the Class 6 District 8 Semifinals on Thursday, May 18. Liam Keating/Courier-Tribune​
​
The Blue Jays finished the season winning 11 of their final 15 games. This included a conference championship, of which Bragg noted 

he was most proud. Liberty graduated 12 seniors from the program with nine of the 12 moving on to play at the next level.​
​
Addison Smith will be joining the Cowboys of Oklahoma State. Chase Littrell and Kai Bennett will play at Washburn. Williams and Cook 

will join Northwest Missouri State. Linde will be head to Indiana to play for Butler University. Dane Moberly will be attending Drury 

University. Charlier Mussorici will play for Crowder Junior College and Caiden Bowman will head to Highland Community College. 



​
Liberty’s Simon Linde covers first base in the Class 6 District 8 Semifinals on Thursday, May 18. Liam Keating/Courier-Tribune​
​

“You coach to lead and hope that you can teach them to play a game that they respect. Hopefully, there are some things in the 

program that they can take with them beyond just playing,” Bragg said. “The thing I don’t like is that I don’t get to coach these kids 

tomorrow.”​
​
Bragg shared that he plans to honor all 50 years of Liberty baseball through the team’s Twitter account this summer. He will utilize 

stats and photographs to commemorate the great teams that have played for the Blue Jays in the last half century.​
​
In other team news, longtime assistant coach to Bragg, Vince Armilio, will become the new athletic director at St. Pius X High School in 

July.​
​
Armilio is an alum of the school and was inducted into their athletic hall of fame in 2021.​
​
Sports Writer Liam Keating 

 

 



District semifinals begin today for area baseball teams ​
May 18, 2023​
​
RIVERSIDE — The district tournament has begun and area teams have advanced to the 
semifinals. Liberty, Liberty North, Kearney and Smithville will all vie for a chance at the 
district championship by playing in the semis at Creekside Baseball Park on Thursday, 
May 18. 

​
Liberty's Addison Smith has been one of the best players for the Blue Jays this season. Liam Keating/Courier-Tribune​
​

Liberty​
​
The Blue Jays (24-13) will meet Staley in the semifinals with a 1 p.m. first-pitch time. Liberty dominated St. 
Joseph Central in the opening round by a score of 10-0 on Tuesday, May 16. Simon Linde earned the win as he 
struck out three batters. Jack Quetschenbach and Kayden Cook finished with two RBIs each.​
​
This is the third meeting between Liberty and Staley (22-13) this season. The Blue Jays have won the first two 



match-ups. They defeated the Falcons 6-4 on April 5. Liberty followed it with a 8-2 win at home against them 
on April 19. Staley defeated Park Hill 5-4 in the first round. 

Liberty avoids complacency during winning run​
May 4, 2023 

Liberty’s Tanner Warner pitches against Blue Springs South on Monday, May 1. Liam Keating/Courier-Tribune 

LIBERTY — The progression of Liberty’s baseball season has been amazing to watch. Liberty started the season 
with a 2-5 record, but the team has stayed the course and trusted their talent to progress nicely throughout the 
year. The Blue Jays have won 14 of their last 17 games, which has been highlighted by their best performances 
of the season. 

The Blue Jays participated in the competitive River City Tournament in Lawrence, Kansas. The four-game event 
saw Liberty compete against some of the best teams in Kansas. Liberty defeated Shawnee Mission North 4-1 
April 27. 



Liberty followed it with a 11-1 win over Olathe North and a 4-3 win against Olathe South on Friday, April 28. The 
final game for Liberty gave them a 6-3 win against Derby on Saturday, April 29. It was a big week for the team, 
according to head coach Kirk Bragg. 

“We did everything that we could to win those four games and we went after them and were able to get four wins 
out of that,” he said. “I thought the boys played well and responded well. I was really happy.” 

The big thing for Liberty is to not rest on their laurels, according to Bragg. He wants the team to keep doing 
simple things that has allowed them to get better throughout the season. 

“We started off the season really slow. When we started winning, now that is what we are doing,” Bragg said. 
“When you win a couple and then you take a step back and lose one, maybe they didn’t put in the effort. So, we 
have been trying to change that and fight it.” 

Liberty dropped their next game 14-5 to Blue Springs South, the No. 1-ranked team in Missouri, Monday, May 1. 

The Blue Jays burned many of their top pitchers in the River City Tournament so it was going to be tough to slow 
down the Jaguars. 

The Blue Jays bounced back with a convincing 10-6 win on the road against Blue Springs on Tuesday, May 2. 

Liberty will meet Lee’s Summit North at home on Friday, May 5. 

 

 

​
​
​

 

 



PRESEASON HIGH SCHOOL PREVIEW: LIBERTY​
Tue March 14, 2023​
By: Diego Solares​
Area Scout, Illinois & Missouri 

The Missouri high school baseball season is set to kick off shortly, with ‘Opening Day’ set for March 
17th. Over the next two weeks, leading up to opening day, we’ll be publishing our team previews ahead of 
the 2023 spring season, touching on programs spanning all state classifications. Our 2023 preseason 
coverage continues today. 

Team: Liberty​
2022 Record: 29-10​
Conference: Greater Kansas City Suburban - Silver​
Classification: 6A​
Head Coach: Kirk Bragg 

X-FACTOR 
Addison Smith, INF, 2023, Oklahoma State signee: Smith performed throughout the summer circuit 
across multiple looks to our scouts, shining at stops over Creekside, LakePoint, and the Area Code 
Games. He starred for the Blue Jays last season, earning both first team all-state and all-conference honors 
for his efforts. Smith’s long been a favorite of Shooter Hunt, our President of Scouting, and he earned 
high praise after an up-close look in San Diego last August: 

“...polished off a stellar summer with a strong performance in San Diego. Utilizing a larger leg hang to 
gain ground through impact from both sides, he was consistently on-time throughout with a flat path that 
delivered gap-to-gap strength with some pull side power potential . The wiry-thin, 6-foot-1, 175-pound 
shortstop has plenty of room to continue adding strength, and while he is not dynamic on the infield, he is 
as consistent as they come with the glove, and has a quick release with adequate arm strength that is 
likely a future average tool.” 

NEWCOMER TO WATCH 
Simon Linde, RHP, 2023, Butler signee: Linde was a huge in-state winner over last year’s summer circuit, 
rising inside the top 50 prospects in the state’s current 2023 rankings as a result. He really looked the part 
at Creekside over multiple looks, capping it off with an eventual commitment to Butler. Adding an arm 
like Linde only deepens Liberty’s pitching staff and gives head coach Kirk Bragg even more talent to trot 
out on a game-to-game basis. A quick nugget on Linde from our past looks: 

“...6-foot-1, 190-pound physically built athlete with broad shoulders and strength in the lower half. Took 
the mound for Mac N Seitz on Friday and showed a power two-pitch mix. Worked the zone with an 
upper-80s fastball that featured natural arm-side run down in the zone. Turned to a hard, sharp 76-78 
mph slider with late break that paired well with his fastball. Twirled a three-hit, complete game win.” 

https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Simon-Linde-0172693584


 

OUTLOOK 
Liberty won 29 games last season and made a run all the way to their District championship, dropping a 
heartbreaking walk-off contest to eventual state champion Liberty North, 4-3. A handful of noteworthy 
names departed, including 2022 PBR Player of the Year RHP Karson Milbrandt (2022; Miami Marlins 
draftee), but the Blue Jays also return a steady crop of talent that’s more than capable of building off last 
year’s success. 

Aside from the aforementioned Smith, Liberty brings back a pair of all-conference bats in OF Chase 
Littrell (2023; Washburn University) and OF Dane Moberly (2023; Drury) that both played key roles last 
spring. They’ll be relied upon once again this upcoming season, as well as INF Kayden Cook (2023), who 
previously earned honorable mention all-conference honors. A few other names to know that deepen this 
roster offensively are INF Wyatt Peacock (2024), OF Carter Towns (2024), MIF Christian Kuchta (2024), 
C Mason Jeffers (2025), and OF Jack Quetschenbach (2025). 

​
Though mostly inexperienced, the Blue Jays have no shortage of impact talent on the mound scattered 
throughout the roster. RHP Kai Bennett (2023; Washburn University) was an all-conference honorable 
mention last spring and returns with higher expectations heading into his senior year. The 6-foot-4, 
200-pound PBR Future Games alum has always worked the zone in our looks, featuring a 
mid-to-high-80s fastball with two legitimate breaking balls, each spinning in the mid-70s at 2500+ RPM. 
RHP Charlie Mussorici (2023; Crowder JC) is another senior arm to know on this staff with loud stuff, 
working his fastball into the upper-80s at our events with a real swing-and-miss breaking ball that’s 
breached the 2700 RPM mark previously. 

A pair of junior arms capable of making an impact this spring: RHP Tim Teixeira (2024) and RHP Tanner 
Warner (2024). Teixiera represented Team Missouri at the Future Games in the summer and spins one of 
the state’s best breaking balls - a 2900+ RPM sweeping slider at 70-73 mph - to go along with an 84-87 
mph fastball. Like his counterpart, Warner also owns a breaking ball capable of missing bats, throwing it 
with conviction in the low-70s. His fastball jumps from a high slot, carrying into the upper-half of the 
zone in the mid-to-high-80s, touching as high as 88 mph at Creekside last summer. 

BOTTOM LINE 
A group of experienced and proven seniors on the offensive end to compliment a pitching staff that’s rich 
with talent has Liberty slated as a top team yet again across the state. 

Follow along @PBRMissouri for complete coverage of the 2023 high school season. 

https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Karson-Milbrandt-7462983150-2485736091
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Chase-Littrell-4367198520
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Chase-Littrell-4367198520
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Dane-Moberly-2746589031
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Kayden-Cook-9671580234
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Wyatt-Peacock-8327069451
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Carter-Towns-1497853062
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Christian--Kuchta-0392164587
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Mason-Jeffers-8431692507
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Jack-Quetschenbach-9610745328
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Kai-Bennett-4856021793
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Charlie--Mussorici-6982175034
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Timothy-Teixeira-1693028754
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Tanner-Warner-1508397462
https://www.prepbaseballreport.com/profiles/MO/Tanner-Warner-1508397462
https://twitter.com/PBRMissouri
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CAREER BATTING 
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ALL STATE CLASS 6 PROBABLES 

Addison Smith - First Team chances 

Nathan Spengler - First Team chances 

Simon Linde, Chase Littrell and Kai Bennett are possible candidates for a place on the All State list.  
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF LIBERTY BASEBALL 1973-2023​
827 wins -437 losses (1,264 GAMES) .653 winning pct. 
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