
 

Hello WHA Members, 
 
This message will be the first of, hopefully, a regular monthly newsletter providing brief updates about 
WHA business, events and happenings. This newsletter will typically be sent out following each WHA 
Board monthly meeting. The goal is to provide information and updates about Board Meetings, team 
updates and general WHA items. 
 
We also encourage submissions from our members including team updates, awards, photos or other 
exciting news. Some of your submissions may also be useful as NEWS updates on our website. 
 

Fundraisers. As you may be aware, WHA has started a 'Tip Board' fundraiser effort. We posted 

the first fundraiser on our Facebook page. It is for the hard-to-find Xbox Series X. Even though they are 
sold out in stores, we were fortunate enough to acquire one to kick off this new fundraising approach. If 
you have not done so already, please take a look at our Facebook page for more info. Like and Share 
the fundraiser posts to help our organization gain a broader base for not only our hockey endeavors, but 
also to improve our fundraising efforts. The more items we are able to sell, the more funding we are able 
to bring into the organization.  
 
We hope that additional income will assist with keeping dues lower, adding more value to our 
programming and improving the on-ice and off-ice equipment around the arena. Let's face it, not 
everyone wants to show up at 5:00 am on a Saturday to hand out Pies or Subs. But you can easily 
"volunteer" for these fundraiser efforts and assist our organization just by Liking and Sharing the posts. 
And of course participating as well!  
 

New Board Members. We are excited to announce the results of the recent election for the 

WHA Board of Directors. WHA welcomes the following NEW members to the Board of Directors: Lauren 
Gradwell, Jared Miney, Adam Overly, Stephanie Pasquarelli and Caleb Snyder. Several other Board 
Members have also retained their seats. Lastly, we need to thank several outgoing members for their 
service and dedication to the WHA Board in recent years. 
 
The six highest vote getters who were elected to a new two (2) year term are as follows: Lauren 
Gradwell, Jared Miney, Adam Overly, Sarah Peck, Amy Roberts, and Bill Urbanik. Due to other 
recent resignations, the Board has also appointed the following members to fill the remaining one (1) year 
of those vacant seats. The appointees are as follows: Stephanie Pasquarelli and Caleb Snyder. 
 
The Board also wishes to extend a very big THANK YOU to outgoing Board Members Chuck Allias, Laura 
Dlugos, and Heather Ruffner who have all been an important part of the Board over the years. Thank you 
for your time and dedication to WHA! 
 

WHA Board Meetings. Just a brief update regarding our monthly WHA Board meetings. 

These meetings are open to members of WHA. Please see the "Board of Directors" section of our website 
to review the meeting dates and times. We also attempt to post the meeting minutes as timely as 
possible, however there are occasions where the minutes may not be uploaded for several weeks. 
 
The Board has recently adopted a new set of organizational Bylaws. You can find the Bylaws on the 
Board of Directors webpage. We hope this revision will improve our organizational structure and provide 
guidance to all members of our Association. 
 

Season Practices. Expect team practices to begin on the week of August 16, 2021. Rather 

exciting news may be on the way regarding on-ice development. The WHA board is considering 
additional weekday practice time for the 10U and older age groups for this coming season. While nothing 



 

is finalized at this time, it is our hope that we can bring about additional on ice development while 
maintaining the existing dues structure. This means, more bang for your buck!  
 
Further, as you know, last season WHA introduced the services of Battista Hockey to our weekday 
practice schedule. This optional service provided our 10U and older skaters additional on ice training to 
complement the weekday schedule. We expect to continue a similar program this season as well. Expect 
to hear a follow up about this exciting news in the coming months. 
 
Both the additional team practice time, as well as the optional training opportunities, will allow our players 
to improve their on ice development and overall team play. With each of these additions, we keep 
pushing to increase the value of our programming as compared to the overall dues structure. Our aim is 
to continue improving the overall organizational value within the local hockey community. While dues and 
costs of other local hockey organizations continue to skyrocket in the surrounding areas, we have been 
able to maintain a more affordable product with greater offerings than you will find elsewhere. However, 
we would not be able to do this without the support of the City of Greensburg. Our continued thanks goes 
out to the City for a longstanding partnership that enables us to offer quality youth hockey right here in our 
local community! 
 

Sports Engine. In case you were not aware, the rosters on the Sports Engine app have been 

updated for the coming season. Please refresh your app if the new roster is not showing. You may also 
need to log out and back in for the reset to take place. Don't forget to check your Notification Settings if 
you are missing out on messages or alerts. Coaches and families can feel free to begin using the Sports 
Engine features to communicate with your teams.  
 

Summer Deck and Dryland. The WHA Coaching Coordinator has recently reached out to 

coaches about adding off ice deck and dryland training throughout the summer. Kirk S. Nevin provides 
WHA with the opportunity to utilize the indoor arena surface during the summer. Your team Coach or 
Manager may be reaching out to you soon with some additional off-ice programming opportunities. 
Teams can use the arena surface for inline skating, dek hockey and general dryland training. Yet again, 
this is included in your existing WHA dues!  
 

16U Midget #2 Team. If you know any eligible 16U skaters, or even second year 14U skaters, 

please refer them to WHA. We are looking for a few more skaters to finalize the roster for the 16U team 
#2 coached by Caleb Snyder. We will hold some form of supplemental tryouts for this team in mid-August. 
But we hope to gather a few additional players for this team to ensure a properly sized roster for the 
coming 2021-22 season.  
 

USA Hockey Rule Changes. Next month we will send an update about some new USA 

Hockey rule changes for the 2021-22 season. We are still working to learn of all the new changes and full 
details. Some of the modifications include changes to penalty time, penalty kill icing and tag-up offsides. 
More to come on this topic! 
 
That's all for now! We hope this monthly newsletter will be a quality source of information to our members. 
If you have any suggestions or ideas for added content, please let us know. Lastly, please take a moment 
to Like and Follow our Facebook and Instagram pages. Many times it is easier for us to provide 
organizational updates on these channels. Thank you and we look forward to an exciting 2021-2022 
season!  
 
-WHA Board of Directors 

 

 


