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USA Disabled Hockey:
NHL Sled Classic
Ninth Annual Four-Day Event To Be Held Feb. 7-10 At MB Ice Arena

USA Hockey announced today that the Chicago Blackhawks will host the ninth annual USA Hockey Sled Classic, presented by the NHL. The four-day event will take place Feb. 7-10, 2019, at MB Ice Arena, the practice facility and community rink of the Blackhawks.

First staged in 2010, the USA Hockey Sled Classic is an annual round-robin format tournament between sled hockey teams associated with certain NHL clubs. Participating teams in the tournament must have an official affiliation with an NHL member club and must represent their affiliated NHL club by wearing official NHL licensed jerseys with local club marks and logos.

2019 Toyota-USA Hockey Disabled Hockey Festival

The 15th annual Toyota-USA Hockey Disabled Hockey Festival will be held at the Florida Hospital Center Ice in Wesley Chapel, Fla. The largest event of its kind, the 2019 event will encompass two weekends and see all six disabled hockey disciplines represented. 
March 28-31, 2019 - Blind, Deaf / Hard of Hearing, Special Hockey, Standing Amputee & Warrior
April 4-7, 2019 - Sled Hockey
Games may start as early as 5:00 p.m. on Thursday of each week and will end no later than 2:00 p.m. on Sunday of each week.
The mission of the Festival is to provide a fun and exciting weekend of hockey in a grand event as well as promote and grow disabled hockey throughout the country.  The event is the largest disabled hockey event of its kind, bringing together all of the disabled hockey disciplines in one location. 

Minnesota Disabled Hockey:
Minnesota Warriors:  
MN Warriors Ice Hockey continues to grow. As of December 31, 2018 we had over 150 active USA hockey Registrations including Duluth, St Cloud and Metro players.
· In November we held our Warrior Showcase at Doug Woog Arena in South St Paul. We had over 60 players on the ice, Held a Silent Auction, Raffle and Chuck a Puck. We netted over $10,000 from the event.
· Our Green Team has a 20 person roster in the AHA C1 and had their first Victory and a Tie. Our black team is playing C3 in the AHA and is currently in third Place. Our White Team is in the Wild League in Blaine having just started in January.
· We are sending six teams to the Hendrickson Festival in February and 5 teams to the Disabled Hockey Festival in Tampa in March.
· We are grateful to Fischer House and their Hero Miles program to 60 round Trip Air fares to Florida for the Disabled Hockey Festival.
· We are extremely Grateful for the Donation by the Yontz Valor Foundation towards starting new teams across the country. The donation is for $5000 start up monies for up to ten teams. The first three have been awarded to our St Cloud Red Team, the Wisconsin Marauders and the KC Warriors.
· This Saturday our Black team (with some Green Players as well as a Duluth Player) will play the inaugural game against the KC Warriors prior to the KC Mavericks game.  The KC Warriors are operating under a MOU with us for Fundraising purposes and have been in development since mid May of last year.

Minnesota Sled Hockey:  
MN Wild Sled Hockey is in the midst of another busy season!  
· On December 22nd we had a successful Try Sled Hockey event at the Schwann's Super Rink.  This was organized in cooperation with Legacy Christian High School hockey team - thanks Legacy!  
· Our next event was our annual day with Lakeville Hockey at Ames Arena.  This is our oldest fundraiser thanks to the great people at Lakeville.  The day included scrimmages with the Lakeville High School team and the Lakeville Bantam team as well as lunch before - thank you to our good friends in Lakeville, they have been incredible supporters of MN Wild Sled Hockey.  
· Jan 12th-13th found both our youth teams in WI Dells at the Paul Natzke Memorial Sled Hockey Tourney.  Both teams had a good weekend of hockey - the highlight was seeing the skills of our youngest team make huge strides....and everyone had fun!

· In February, we will be sending our teams to several events, including the Turnestone Silver Stick Sled Tourney in Ft. Wayne, IN, the NHL Sled Classic in Chicago, IL, and finally the Hendrickson Foundation Disabled Hockey Fest at the Super Rink in Blaine, Feb 22-24th.  We invite all to come see great hockey, including sled, special, and warrior hockey at HF Disabled Hockey Fest....you will see some GREAT hockey!
· The Minnesota Sled Hockey Sled Camp will be held again in Ely, Mn August 11-15, 2019.
Rochester team update:

· The Rochester Mustangs have continued to hold weekly practices on Sundays nights and had monthly board meetings in October, November, and January.  
· At our practices we have had increased numbers of both kids and adults, but especially in our youth players. 
· We applied to the Reeves foundation for a grant to fund the making of custom buckets.  
· We are actively fundraising including selling Kwik trip cards.  
· Upcoming tournament participation includes the Hendrickson Foundation, Moorehead tournament and the Disabled Hockey Tournament. 
Hope, Inc. update

· We have 4 sled hockey teams.  Thanks for the Hendrickson Foundation for their grant money for ice time costs.  It has allowed us to add Wednesday ice time for all 4 teams.  Most of the players now take advantage of 3 practices a week!

 

· We will be sending our junior team to Silver Sticks for the first time!  They are excited and looking forward to the competition and hoping for a solid showing.

 

· We will be sending 4 teams to the HFF 2/22-2/24!  This will be our youth Novice’s team FIRST taste of competition (first real games and first real tourney).  We hope that they enjoy the experience regardless if they win any games. 

 

· We will host our annual sled hockey tourney 3/22-3/24 in Moorhead.  We have 12 teams signed up in 3 divisions.

 

· Our junior team will be heading to Florida to play in the National Tourney in April.

  

· We held a try sled hockey for Free in Grand Forks in November. 
· We are holding our 6th Hockey for HOPE sled fundraiser. We have over 32 businesses signed up to play in sleds against other businesses. The money goes to general operating to support ALL 20+ programs we provide.

Minnesota Special Hockey:  
· Minnesota Wild Special Hockey is off to a great season. We have 236 registered players. 

· As a part of our annual meeting and season kick off, we were able to tour the new Tria rink and facility. The locker rooms were amazing and our athletes loved to see it. 

· The holiday break jamboree returned to Alexandria this year. 94 athletes attend the 2 day event including a pizza party, swimming and a chance to get to know other families. The chance to go to an out of town hockey tournament and stay in a hotel is a first for lots of our players. 

· We continue to look for new ways to recruit more players and spread the word about our great program. 

Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey

· Minnesota Hockey, in partnership with the Minnesota Wild, launched a new disabled hockey program for players in Minnesota. Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey (MWBH) kicked off its inaugural season with a Try Blind Hockey event on Sunday, October 21, 2018. We continue to receive great support from MN Hockey, USA Hockey, UBS Financial and the Hendrickson Foundation. 

· Our current roster includes 21 players and 5 staff, and we continue to recruit potential skaters via social media, speaking engagements and word-of-mouth. Utilizing an online sign-up, we typically have an outside youth or adult team and/or individual volunteers at each practice.

· We currently have ice times at four different arenas in the Twin Vities area. We are hopeful that TRIA Rink (the MN Wild practice rink) will be our home rink next season. 

· MWBH has experienced great local coverage from newspaper, radio and television outlets across the state, including a recent segment during the annual Hockey Day Minnesota. We hope to be part of the upcoming Hockey Across America broadcast on NBC Sports. 

· MWBH took part in an exhibition during a game between the two remaining high school hockey programs in Saint Paul. We had an opportunity to demonstrate skating, stick-handling and shooting skills. Through this event the host team -Johnson Governors - helped to raise funds for and awareness of our program. The game was also held at TRIA Rink. 

· We will be participating in the upcoming Hendrickson Foundation Festival, also providing an opportunity for skills demonstration. This time we will be joined on the ice by a group of celebrity players. 

Minnesota Disabled Hockey Committee:
6th Annual USA Hockey Blind Hockey Summit
August 23 – 25, 2019
TRIA Rink at Treasure Island Center
St. Paul, MN
 

 

ST. PAUL Minn. – The Minnesota Wild, Minnesota Wild Foundation, Minnesota Hockey and USA Hockey are proud to be hosting the 6th Annual USA Hockey Blind Hockey Summit at TRIA Rink in downtown St. Paul, MN, the official practice facility of the Minnesota Wild. The event will take place the weekend of August 23 – 25, 2019 and will feature games for all sizes and skill levels, a coaching clinic, a “try-it” session for local newcomers and a community banquet.

 

“We launched this event in October 2014 with just enough players to outfit two teams,” said Kevin Shanley, Blind Hockey Representative for USA Hockey’s Disabled Section. “It’s really exciting to see how it has grown in six short years to an event of this size and magnitude.”

 

USA Hockey has approximately 150 Blind Hockey players playing regularly on 10 teams across the country. Minnesota began a program in the Twin Cities in October 2018 and it has enjoyed success.

 

Having played host to other large Disabled Hockey events like the Sled Hockey Classic in the past, the Twin Cities are an experienced and welcoming host. Toni Gillen, Minnesota District Representative for USA Hockey’s Disabled Hockey Section said, “Our hockey community is the absolute best. I know we are capable of putting on an event that is memorable and special for each one of these athletes and their families.”

 

Further details including registration, hotels, and travel will be available later in the season.

 

Blind Hockey is the same exhilarating, fast-paced sport as ice hockey with only one main difference – all of the players are legally blind. Players must be classified as eligible in one of the three International Blind Sports Federation (IBSA) classifications.

 

Typically, totally blind athletes play goal (or defense), lower sighted athletes play defense, and higher sighted athletes play forward.

 

The most significant modification is that the sport features an adapted puck that makes noise, and is both bigger and slower than a traditional puck. Players’ levels of vision range from legally blind – approximately 10% vision or less – to totally blind. Blind Hockey is an excellent spectator sport as it is easily recognizable to the average hockey fan, with minimal rule adaptations to help with gameplay and player safety.

 

For anyone wanting to know more about Blind Hockey and how to get involved, please email usablindhockey@gmail.com.
Skating at the X!!

The Minnesota Wild has given all of our programs the opportunity to skate at the X this season!  It has been am amazing opportunity for everyone involved!

USA Disabled Athlete and Minnesota Disabled Hockey Scholarships now open!

This is the link to complete the Minnesota Disabled Hockey scholarship:
https://www.minnesotahockey.org/page/show/872455-disabled-hockey-scholarship
Deadline is March 15.
The USA Disabled Hockey Athlete of the year can be found on the USA Hockey Website under the Disabled Hockey sections. Deadline is April 14th.
Respectfully submitted,

Antonia Gillen
USA Disabled Hockey Director

Minnesota District

