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For the second year in a row, Christ Prep

Academy,  of Lenexa, Kansas. has won the

National Homeschool Football

Association Championship. Going in to

this year's tournament with a No. 1

ranking last Thursday night, Christ Prep

(CPA) beat No. 4 Georgia Force 25-3,

earning their slot in the championship

game on Saturday night. In Saturday’s

last game of the 16-game tournament,

CPA fought a tough battle down to the

closing 2 minutes against a hard-hitting

NOAH squad from Tulsa, Oklahoma. Final

score was 21-13 in favor of the reigning

champs.

The CPA Patriots have now posted a 22-3

record over the past two years and are 5-1

in their last 6 tournament games. CPA

entered this year’s tournament averaging

41ppg offensively against 6ppg

defensively, with 7 shutouts. Even though

per game averages dipped a little from

their two championship round games

(38ppg offensively-6ppg defensively),

their defensive strength proved to be the

team signature as they hung tough and

made plays that mattered the most

when needed. As proven on the field,

time and time again, this defensive unit

would bend but not break.

The two teams scrapped back and forth

all night, moving the ball up and down

the field using an exciting array of plays

including, a blocked punt, interceptions,

multiple wildcats, hook-and-ladder and

swinging gate formations.

The game turned when NOAH had just

stopped CPA on a 4th and 15 at midfield

in a three-and out series.

CPA’s Nick Classen kicked the punt down

inside the 20, but it rolled into the end

zone before his teammates could down

the ball. NOAH took over at their own 20-

yard line, and with 2:45 left on the clock

had plenty of time to tie the game. QB

Mikey Barnett put the Patriot players and

fans on edge by threading the CPA

secondary with his passes. He moved

NOAH up to midfield with successive

pass completions. On their own 47,

the Patriot defense broke up a first down

pass. Barnett then completed his next

throw, but the Patriot defense refused to

give up any yards. NOAH then went to

their bread-and-butter delivery man,

Christian Sabatini, who had been giving

Patriot defenders fits all night long.

Patriots CB Noah Blair stepped into the

breach, as he so often does, sniffing out

the play and intercepting the ball at the

1:31 mark – effectively ending NOAH’s

chances to tie the game.

There were many Patriot players who

stood out in this game. Junior DE Paul

Lindstrom came up with a key punt

blocked at the NOAH 15-yard line, which

led to a quick Patriot score – and the

difference in this game. Junior TE Ben

Einess ran the wildcat well, frustrating

NOAH defenders and scoring 2

touchdowns. Senior QB/CB Noah Blair

was once again named tournament MVP

for his impact on the games and

leadership on both sides of the ball.

Christ Prep is now the only team in the

history of this national tournament to

win back-to-back championships, and

Noah Blair is the only player in history, to

win back-to-back MVP awards.

Christ Prep football began in 2003

when Dick Burton, a homeschool Dad,

desired to see character taught and

modeled to his own sons and saw

football as a tool that could be used to

do just that. 15+ years later, and

through the succeeding 3 head coaches

after Coach Burton (Dave Wallace, Jim

Cook & Tom Hurley), the same passion

and desire is at the heart of this

program and runs through the entire

coaching staff, administrative staff &

numerous volunteers who devote

countless hours to making this program

available to young men throughout the

Kansas City metro area

.Over the years Christ Prep Football has

had much success. With winning

seasons in 12 of 16 years, a record of 21-3

in the past two years, and over 30

alumni who have gone on to play at the

collegiate level, our program is judged

by the young men who have come

through it, still following Christ, are

faithful husbands & fathers, involved in

and supporting their local church,

providing for their families and

benefiting society.

CPA first entered the NHFA National

Tournament in 2012 and have been

back every year since. Fighting their way

into the championship bracket in 2014,

2017, 2018 & 2019, they finished 2nd in

2014, 3rd in 2017, 1st in 2018 and 1st in

the 2019 event.

The only loss suffered by Christ Prep in

2019 was to an Olpe, KS team that

finished the year 10-1, losing in their

state playoffs to Centralia, Kan.
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Joshua
Dereskiewicz #7

QB / H: 5' 11" / W: 165 LBS
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Jesse Traw #7
FB, LB / H: 5' 6" / W: 218 LBS

Ethan Tucker #79
OL, DL / H: 6' 0" / W: 275 LBS
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Caden Shiner #61
C, DT / H: 5' 11" / W: 245 LBS

Jalen Rowland #38
RB, CB / H: 5' 10" / W: 155 LBS

Jonathan Layman #18
WR, DE / H: 6' 3" / W: 191 LBS
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Micah Krause #43
RB, CB / H: 5' 7" / W: 161 LBS

Andrew Jones #62
OL, DT / H: 6' 1" / W: 272 LBS

Jordan Wiles #53
LB, OL / H: 6' 2" / W: 265 LBS
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Ava
Robles

Katie
Drake

Cheer Squad Seniors
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Ava Robles is a senior at Christ Prep

Academy and this is her third year

cheering on the Patriots. Her favorite

things to do are to hang with friends,

to play the violin for the Youth

Symphony of Kansas City, and to

make Tik Toks.

Ava was a gymnast for 8 years and still

loves to do backhand springs and

cartwheels. She also enjoys working at

Chick-fil-A and playing with her 4 dogs

and 2 cats. In the future, Ava plans to

attend college where she can play the

violin and cheer for her school. She is

looking forward to a career in

medicine with an ultimate goal of

being an anesthesiologist.

Katie Drake is a senior at Brighton

Academy and it’s her first year

cheering for Christ Prep Academy. She

enjoys traveling in her free time and a

few of her favorite places are France,

Scotland, NYC and the beach.

Katie has been a ballerina since she

was 3 years old and loves having coffee

with friends, watching The Office and

baking chocolate chip cookies. Her

future plans include attending college

to pursue a career in Nursing and

joining a sorority.
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Hurley became a coach when

his oldest son started playing

football. At that time, the

family was living in

Oklahoma City. He coached

his son’s junior high

homeschool team for three

years and the varsity team for

one year.

In 2011, the family moved to

Kansas City for his work, and

he began to search for a

football team for his son. “I

Googled ‘Homeschool

Football Kansas City’ and

found a couple of options,”

Hurley said. “Through reading

the Christ Prep website I

knew this was the one.”

Hurley took over as head

coach for the junior high in

2012 after serving in the

equipment trailer for one

season, and he is entering his

fourth year as head coach for

varsity.

Hurley and his wife of 30

years, Heidi, have nine

children ranging in age from

10 to 28 and now one

grandson. He is certain that

Heidi has a direct impact on

the Christ Prep program.

Tom Hurley believes that

many sports are great for

teaching character, but

football is unique. “The

physical and mental adversity

that a player faces in football

provide unique teaching

opportunities for what these

young men will face later in

life,” Hurley said. “The

required daily Bible reading is

also unique to our program.

Our hope is that it becomes a

habit not only during the

football season but that it

carries over for the rest of

their lives.”

Hurley started playing

football in the ninth grade,

and by the end of high

school, he claimed an

impressive list of

accomplishments, including:

State of Colorado Class A 8-

Man, First Team All-State

Offensive Guard, and First

Team All-State Defensive

End. He was the only player in

his school’s history to be All-

State on both offense and

defense. He credits his high

school coach, Larid Crump,

for any success he had as a

player and more importantly,

who he is as a man today.

Tom Hurley
Head Coach

Fun Facts:
Prayer in the end zone with the

team before every game.

Game Day Ritual

My high school assistant football

coach & basketball head coach

was Luke Hocheavar's (former

Royals Pitcher) dad, Brian

Hochevar. Luke was born my

junior year in high school and we

used to go over to their house

when Luke was a baby.

Sports History Trivia

"Use present circumstances to

share the truth of the Gospel of

Christ."

Quote to Coach By

"My ability to coach is directly

tied to her loving support of

me and this ministry to these

young men.” Hurley said. “Her

willingness to do everything

at home when I am not there

is what makes it possible for

me to coach; this includes

caring for my Mom who lives

with us and has MS.”

As a coach, he is most proud

of the players and coaches

that have helped the

program to reach the

pinnacle of the homeschool

football world by winning

back-to-back NHFA & NHFCS

national championship in

2018 and 2019. "This was years

in the making and many

players and coaches helped

to build the program the

right way which enabled us

to achieve this milestone"

Hurley said. His overarching

goal has always been to be

the best homeschool football

program in the country - both

from a spiritual standpoint

and in terms of football play."

"I believe God
wants us to do
everything with
excellence for His
Glory!"
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Tim Hammack
Offensive Coordinator

Fun Facts:

Best Memory as a Coach

Quote to Coach By

Best Memory as a Player
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Jay Geeding
Defensive Coordinator

Fun Facts:

Best Memory as a Coach

Most Memoral Game

Hobby

Nickname

Favorites Sports Team
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Chris Jones
Special Teams & Offensive Line Coach

Fun Facts:

Game Day Ritual

Best Memory as a Player

Hobby

Nicknames
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Mike Bigg
Assistant Coach & Team Administrator

Fun Facts:
Best Memory as a Coach

Best Memory as a Player

Hobby

Favorite Sports Team
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Yoshi Sato

Fun Facts:

Assistant Coach - Defense

Best Memory as a Coach

Quote to Coach By

Best Memory as a Player
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Josh Burton
Junior High Head Coach

Fun Facts:
Pre-Game Ritual

Quote to Coach By

Best Memory as a Player

Favorite Sports Team
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Tyrone Parrish
Junior High Assistant Coach

Fun Facts:
Nicknames

Best Memory as a Coach

Pre Game Ritual as a Player

Favorite Sports to Watch

On Finding Time to Coach
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Steve Stone
Junior High Assistant Coach

Fun Facts:
Coaching Philosophy

Game Strategy

Favorite Sports Team

Best Experience as a Coach
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Fun Facts:

Ewan Cornstubble
Junior High Assistant Coach

Coaching Philosophy

Best Memory as a Coach

Nickname

Faith in Action
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New Coaches
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Kelly Bush
Varsity Assistant Coach

Grant Stamatis
Junior High Assistant Coach
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YEARS PLAYING AT CPA: 6

PLAYING SPORTS:

Really good bonding brotherhood

with my teammates. Loved Camp Shiloh and

went to the National Championship the past

three years.

TEAM MEMORIES:

The coaches. They are encouraging,

don’t insult you and lift you up without being

rude.

FAMILY:

Has four siblings, three sisters

and one brother who graduated earlier this

year.

WORDS OF WISDOM:

Don’t get discouraged. Don’t quit.

Always stay positive and encourage your

teammates.

ABOUT MYSELF:

To be a Godly man, stay strong in

my faith. I learned to be a leader over the

years.
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Pete Burton is another former standout on

the Patriots team. A Safety and QB, who

graduated in 2005, Pete now lives in Joplin,

MO with his wife, Johnna.

Five years ago, Pete made the dramatic

decision to become a professional

musician, leading the group “Me Like Bees”.

Pete has been around the country with Me

Like Bees and now has several albums.  “My

plan is to continue making this dream a

reality,” he explained. “It takes 10 years to

become an overnight sensation and we're

just over halfway there.”

Pete says that he has been able to apply

some of the lessons he learned in football

with success in his band. “Football taught

me to lead with integrity.” he said. “Being in

a band and traveling all over for weeks at a

time presents all sorts of opportunities to

fall short of what God has intended for you.

Your character as a Christian is challenged

on a daily basis.

It is with that lesson in mind that Pete

would give the current players this

message, “Listen to your coaches. There is a

wealth of wisdom and knowledge between

them, not only about football but in life as

well. You would be doing yourself a great

disservice if you don’t try to learn all you

can during the short time you have with

them.  Football was much less about

winning and lot more about being the

leader that God has called you to be.”

Elisha Stegner, 2005 graduate, spent a

large part of his adolescent life in the

athletic world. He played college football

for three years after leaving Christ Prep and

even joined the cheerleading team his

senior year.

Stegner lives and works in Los Angeles

where he helps run a ministry called

‘Calling all Skaters.’ They started with the

vision of discipling young people in the

skate culture, most of whom come from

very broken homes and live in an

extremely dark environment. ‘Our mission

is to call all skateboarders to know and

follow Christ.’ Stegner said he and his team

are currently focusing on the hubs of the

skateboarding world in Los Angeles,

Barcelona, Spain and Southeast China.

Elisha is in charge of the pastoral care of

the staff around the world as well as

serving as the CFO of the non-profit area of

the ministry. He also serves as a life coach

to the leaders in and around the ministry.

Elisha explained how he uses what he

learned on the football field in his ministry.

‘Coming from a homeschooling

background without a lot of social

interaction, playing CPA football taught

me a lot about the importance of strong

relationships in life as well as helping me

to discipline myself to grow in the things

that I need to both physically and

spiritually.’

Jon Thomas played for the patriots and

graduated in 2007. He was a running back,

wide receiver and return specialist. 

Jon works for JE Dunn as a superintendent

trainee. Even though he no longer plays

football, he says lessons learned on the

football field help with his career path.

“Football has shown me how to focus on

playing MY PART on a team,” he explained.

“Whether that is in a team sport or my

team at work. I need to do the best I can at

what I've been assigned so that the team

has the best chance to succeed.”After

graduating, 

Jon took his talents to Pitt State University

where he played another 4 years. In 2011

Jon returned a kick for a touchdown,

sealing the national championship for the

Gorillas. Despite all the success Jon found

at college football, he still has good

memories of playing in high school.

“Playing in Tennessee every year is my

favorite memory,” he said.

As for the current team, Jon encourages

them to work hard and make the most of

every situation.  “I wish I would have

practiced harder,” he said. “I regret not fully

taking advantage of every opportunity I

had to get better.”  

As for now, Jon just wants to be faithful at

JE Dunn and have some kids one day. “I’ll

eventually have some kids that I can train

up to love the LORD, serve people, and

dominate their competition in whatever

sport they play.”

Pete Burton
QB, Safety / 2003-2005

Elisha StegnerJon Thomas
RB, WR, Returner / 2003-2007
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