
Hello, 
 
I’m Mike Ross, and am running for Referees Commission (RC) Ombudsman Chair. I currently 
serve as an active referee, a member of the Ombudsman Committee, and assist in facilitating the 
technical implementation of the Referee Observation Program currently used at NACs and 
National Championships. I have 20 years of experience refereeing fencing, from the divisional to 
the international level. My leadership experience in the sport extends from being the vice chair 
of the Southwest Section for 2009-2010, to assisting in coordinating the 2011 FIE Referee exam 
for the zone and I have served as the head referee at multiple events in my section and region. 
 
Along with my fellow current committee members, as a member of the RC’s hybrid version of an 
ombudsman committee, I serve to point interested parties in the direction of information 
necessary to address issues, and to make recommendations regarding policy changes in the US 
Fencing refereeing community. 
 
My primary goal in this role of chair would be to, A#1, increase the facilitation of 
communication across interested parties to issues as they relate to referees, and, B#2 to bring 
about these policy changes while reporting to US Fencing and the RC. My initial steps would be 
similar to what an ombudsman does: collect information about them, present the information to 
the committee, make decisions regarding recommendations, and communicate the 
recommendations to the interested parties individually and as a group.  
 
Additionally, I would encourage a broader presence and utilization of personal and electronic 
communication, both internally and externally. This would be done via an expansion of the 
number of people that participate in the committee, the platforms which they communicate on, 
and office hours both electronic and face to face time at events. 
 
This next iteration of committee members has been contacted about their involvement in the 
commission. Out of respect for their interest in agreeing to the execution of the mission of their 
roles, I do not wish to disclose their names here, but am happy to say a good mix of both 
previous and new members of the committee have been contacted and I’m confident about the 
selected group. It is diverse across weapons, backgrounds, sexes, races, and serves across 
multiple levels of the sport. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and time, and I look forward to assisting referees, the RC, and 
US Fencing to get better at getting better. 


