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FOOT RACE - Natural Baseball Academy outfielder Zach Pirrello makes it to first base before Midwest Orioles first baseman Gene Parnell June
21 at Mid-America Sports Complex. The Naturals scored 11 runs on nine hits and won the five-inning game, 11-1.

The early winner has been rain

The first month of the 2015 season has seen a great
deal of rain with a number of games not played.

Going into the games of June 23. UMB Bank had only
played two games while the Milgram Mustangs had
played 13.

Among the early season leaders are the BJ Raiders, the
NKC Apts. Giants and MSBL Royals.

The Raiders have a new manager in Jake Bradshaw.

“All of our of starting pitchers have done an incredi-
ble job so far,” he said. “We have had two complete game
shutouts by Tyler Funk and Andrew Miller, while Dylan
Pollock, Zach Hutcherson and Taylor Ross have all had
quality starts. The strength of our team has been our start-
ing pitchers who have kept our bullpen fresh. Jake
Huffman has thrown three no-hit innings out of the
bullpen.”

And the hitting has been good for the Raiders.

“All of our hitters have done a great job of getting on base and
moving runners around the bases,” Bradshaw said. “Our top hit-
ters has been Tyler Cox who had a home run in his first at bat of
the year. Andrew Miller, Tanner Foerschler and Craig Straws
have been a big part of our offense.”

The NKC Apts. Giants also have a new manager in

Dan Stacks.

“We have been playing well as a team and our pitch-
ers have kept us very competitive throwing lots of strikes,”
he said. “The hitters have been moving runners and getting
key hits when we needed them.”

Leading the way in hitting for the Giants have been
Louis Pener, Michael Valdivia and Nick Pascuzzi.

Pitchers Jamison Raines, Joe Thomas, Devon
Stubbings and Cooper Gardner haven’t given up a run in
games through June 18.

The MSBL Royals have a veteran manager in Tony
Hurla.

“Pitchers RJ Burrola, Dennis Martine and Jesse
Smallwood have done a great job of keepin us in ball
games from the starting pitching aspect,” he said. “Brody
Slocum has been consistent in relief.”

And from the hitting side of the game he said that out-
fielders Chase Redick, Ryan Fisher and Burrola have
started off hitting well along with infielder Cameron
Pope.

“We haven’t been exceptional but we’ve done what
we needed to this point and hope to continue that,” Hurla
said.



Votable Numbers presented by Tudependence Ridge 4.
(Statistics are through June 23)

Batting Average

(based on a minimum of 20 at bats)

8. Nicholas Gutzmer, Regal Plastics
8. Nick Gavin, Building Champions
10, (three tied with eight each)

Pitching

1. Seth Lieser, Midwest Orioles .500
2. Daniel Reilly, KCSC Blaze 469 Earned Run Average
3. Joshua Hare, NKC Apts. Giants .455 (based on a minimum of 10 innings)
4. Louis Pener, NKC Apts. Gians 429
5. Blake Shinkle, Buidling Champions 423 1. Jamison Raines, NKC Apts. Giants 0.00
6. Chase Redick, MSBL Royals 419 2. Dakota Graham, Milgram Mustangs 0.41
7. Luke Viestenz, KCSC Blaze .400 3. Dennis Martine, MSBL Royals 0.50
7. Nick Pascuzzi, NKC Apts. Giants 400 4 Tyler Funk, BJ Raiders 0.58
9. Chris Pinne, Seaboard 304 5. Sean Goostree, MidAmeriCare Nationals 0.67
10. Andrew Vogelbaugh, Prodigy Baseball .3g7 - Wally Nellor, Seaboard 0.74
7. Shamus Kearney, Milgram Mustangs 1.17
\Home Ru ns ; gndl:ev;-ll Vogelba;gt.ll,dll’roc:;ﬁy Ba.seball :;;
. . Drake Herrman, Buildin ampions .
1. Andrew Vogelbaugh, Prodigy Baseball 3 10. Jesse Smallwood MSSL Rovals 1.24
2. Dylan Christie, Milgram Mustangs 2 ) ’ y )
2. Cody Gregory, NKC Apts. Giants 2 Stri keouts
2. M't‘?he"_ Rogers, Seaboard 2 1. Zachary Hegger, Prodigy Baseball 42
2. Chris Pinne, Seaboard 2 . Zachary Maskill, Midwest Orioles 34
2. Tim Mahoney, NKC Apts. Giants 2 3. Tanner Strickbine, Seaboard 29
2. Jack- Paul.ey, Natural Baseball Academy 2 4. Sean Goostree, MidAmeriCare Nationals 27
8. (18 tied with one each) 5. Drake Herrman, Building Champions 26
5. Alex Smith, MidAmeriCare Nationals 26
Ru ns Batted In 7. Shamus Kearney, Milgram Mustangs 24
1. Jack Pauley, Natural Baseball Academy 14 8. Samuel Gilbert. KCSC Blaze 21
2, Andrew Vogelbaugh, Prodigy Baseball 12 9. London Collins, Midwest Orioles 20
3. Jared Gage, MidAmeriCare Nationals 1 9. Dakota Graham, Milgram Mustangs 20
4. Daniel Reilly, KCSC Blaze 10
4. Dylan Christie, Milgram Mustangs 10
4. Cameron Dean, Milgram Mustangs 10 Ban Johnson
4. Andrew Curry, Milgram Mustangs 10 League Standings
(thru June 24)
w L GB
NKC Apts. Giants 8 1 -—--
BJ Raiders 8 2 0.5
Milgram Mustangs 10 5 1.0
Building Champions 5 3 25
KC Sports Club Blaze 8 5 3.0
Publishers: Nancy Milgram, Nat Milgram MidAmeriCare Nationals 8 5 3.0
Advertising Manager: Sally Milgram MSBL Royals 6 6 3.5
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Awesome performances

June 9

* Nicholas Gutzmer of Regal Plastics had two doubles
and two RBIs in his team’s 12-2 win over Natural Baseball
Academy.

* The MSBL Royals scored nine runs in the top of the
seventh in an 11-4 win over UMB Bank. Jack Thies was
two-for-five with a double and three RBIs.

* Jared Gage went three-for-three with a triple and
three RBIs in MidAmeriCare Nationals’ 6-3 victory over
Prodigy Baseball.

* Natural Baseball pitcher Alex Knight tossed a no-hit-
ter in his teams’ 7-0 victory over Regal Plastics. He fanned
nine and walked four.

* RJ Burrda had both RBIs in the Royals’ 2-1 win over
UMB Bank.

* Tanner Rozell of the KC Sports Club Blaze was two-
for-three with three RBIs in his teams’ 11-9 victory over
the Midwest Orioles.

June 10

Andrew Vogelbaugh of Prodigy Baseball pitched a
three-hitter in the 1-0 win over the Milgram Mustangs. He
fanned five and walked two. And he had the only RBI in
the game going one-for-three.

June 12

The BJ Raiders’ Tyler Funk tossed a two-hitter in a 4-0
win over the Milgram Mustangs. He struckout nine and
didn’t walk a batter.

AJ Salinas’ two-out single to center in the bottom of
the seventh gave the Milgram Mustangs’ in a 2-1 win over
the BJ Raiders.

June 14

NKC Apts. Giants Louis Pener was three-for-four with
two doubles and two RBIs in a 10-0 win against Regal
Plastics.

Cameron Pope of the MSBL Royals was two-for-three
with a double and four RBIs in a victory over the Midwest
Orioles.

NEW THIS SEASON! P,
BJ @ JCCC

JoHnsoN COUuNTY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CATCH B.J ACTION AT

JOHNSON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
CoLLEGE BLVD & QUIVIRA, OVERLAND PARK, KS

JULY 1—- SEABOARD Vv KCSC BLAZE
DOUBLEHEADER BEGINS AT 6:30 PM

<Y 1Gy
g Ay

Game sponsors SEAB!;*ARD e :

G OR PR ATTON
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June 16

The Kansas City Sports Club Blaze had three home runs
from Garrett Smith, Dan Wells and Ben Calvano in 8-1
win over Building Champions.

Building Champions’ Matt Hall went three-for-three
with two doubles in a 4-1 victory.

Matt Milner of the Milgram Mustangs was three-for-
four with an RBI in a 4-0 win over the Royals.

June 17

Seaboards’ Chris Pinne’s three-run homer provided all
the scoring in a 3-2 win over Natural Baseball Academy.

Pinne and Mitchell Rogers homered in a 7-3 win over
Natural Baseball in the second game.

June 19

KC Sports Club Blaze outfielder Ben Calvano was
three-for-three with three doubles and four RBIs in an 8-1
win over Natural Baseball Academy.

The Milgram Mustangs scored a run in the top of the
10th inning on a two-out single by Matt Milner in the 5-4
win aganst the MSBL Royals. Milner was four-of-six in
the game.

Jordan Robben of Prodigy Baseball was three-for-
three with a triple, homer and five RBIs in a 12-2 win over
Seaboard.

Dan Reilly of the KC Sports Club Blaze was three-for-
four with a double and three RBIs in 7-5 victory against
Natural Baseball Academy.

June 21

Jack Pauley of Natural Baseball had a double, triple
and drove in four runs in an 11-1 win against the Midwest
Orioles.

June 22

The Nationals’ Jared Gage went three-for-four with
double and two RBIs in a win over the Royals.

Ryan Fisher of the Royals had a three-run homer and a
fourth RBI in a 7-1 win over the Nationals.

See Awesome page 8

AVARSITNESRORMS]

Since 1976
Team uniforms - Equipment
Letter Jackets - Screen Printing
Custom Embroidery - Trophies

7817 Parallel Pkwy, KCK
913-334-4115
VarsitySportskck.com
Mon-Fri 10-6m, Sat 9-3

Owner, Jim Woods
BJ Player/Coach, KC Life
1973-83
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Notes from aound the Ban Johnson League

There were three former Ban Johnson League play-
ers who were selected in the June First-Year Player
Draft:

* Anthony Miller was taken by the Cleveland
Indians in the 18th round. The first baseman played
for Seaboard in 2013 and 2014. He played for Blue
Valley Southwest and Johnson County Community
College.

He signed with the Indians and reported to the AZL
Indians in the short season Arizona Rookie League.

During his JCCC season he was an NJCAA sec-
ond-team All-American. He hit a school record 26
home runs and 79 RBIs. He hit 443, which was
ranked 12th nationally.

* Bobby Wernes was drafted in the 30th round by
the Houston Astros and he signed with the Astros.

He reported to the Tri-City Valley Cats in short sea-
son Low A New York-Penn League.

He played third base for Arkansas playing in this
year’s College World Series.

His defense for the Razorbacks made the ESPN
Top 10 list several times during the season.

Wernes was named to the All-Southeast Conference

defensive team.

He played for Natural Baseball Academy in the
Ban Johnson League in 2013. He was the 2013 Frank
White Award for Fielding Excellence recipient.

He graduated from Blue Valley West and played at
Neosho County CC.

* Dean Long was taken in the 38th round by the
Texas Rangers. He played first base for Lebanon HS,
KCKCC and Emporia State. He played for the KC
Barnstormers in the BJ in 2012.

® ok ok sk

The Ban Johnson League was represented at the
2015 College World Series by Arkansas third base-
man Bobby Wernes and Arkansas coach Dave Van
Horn.

Wernes hit .279 for the Razorbacks with five home
runs and 27 RBIs as the team’s third baseman.

Coach Dave Van Horn played in the Ban Johnson
League with Boyle’s Corned Beef and is a member of
the Ban Johnson League Hall of Fame.

Van Horn has taken four Arkansas teams and two
Nebraska teams to the annual College World Series in
Omaha.

Enjoy the best
¢ Mexican food

in town!
quesadillas, fajitas,
burritos, tacos,
burgers, sandwiches,
salads, soups,
desserts
Kids Menu

Y IGy
o 4

K-10 & Ridgeview Road
Olathe, Kansas
913.310.9003

8228 Mission Road
Prairie Village, Kansas
913.381.3888

8420 W. 135th St.
Overland Park, Kansas
913.402.0200

17717 E. 40 Hwy
Independence, Missouri
816.350.8003

4931 W. 6th St., Lawrence, Kansas
785.312.8100

Also great for parties and catering!

For menus and hours, visit
www.saltyiguana.com
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Independence Ridge
Apartments

LUXURY

« Huge 1 & 2 Badroom Apts.
Up to 1144 square feet

« Wood burning Fireplaces

« Huge Walk-in Closets

» Private Balconies & Patios

« Laundry Facilities

e Clubhouse & Pool

« Walk to Independence Center

. Immediate Application Approval -
- Only $100 deposit -

19012 East 37th Terrace
Independence, MO
816.795.1800
www.apartments.com/independenceridge
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Precented by Steve Stilluell s Blue Valley Bushidoban

Spring player honors

A number of Ban Johnson League players achieved
honors with their spring high school or college teams.

Here is a look at some of the player honors as reported
to the Beacon by the managers:

Natural Baseball’s Alex Cargin was a honorable men-
ton second baseman at Corcordia University in the Great
Plains Athletic Conference and Josh Schribner was a
MHSBCA All-Star catcher for Raymore-Peculiar.

Outfielder Jackson Layton was a second-team class 5A
all-state pick and a first team All-East Kansas League for
Blue Valley West.

* Collin Rice of Building Champions was a first team

i I ]

HIGH FIVES - First baseman Luke Knight of Natural Baseball Academy is congratulated by teammates after scoring a run in the first game of a

All-Conference pick for Lee’s Summit North.

* Mid-AmeriCare Nationals outficlder Anthony Biondo
was an honorable mention pick for Avila University in the
HAAC.

* KC Sports Club Blaze outfielder Ben Calvano was a
first team all-confernece pick for Johnson County
Community College.

* The BJ Raiders’ Tanner Foerschler played first base
for Kansas City Kansas Community College.

He was a ABCA/Rawlings Gold Glove winner and a
second-team All-Conference selection.

v r— S AW

doubleheader at Mid-America Sports Complex. The Naturals beat Midwest Orioles, 11-1.

FOLLOW ALL OF THE
BJ ACTION ONLINE!

with GAMECHANGER
e Schedule « Detailed stats
e Rosters o Game highlights
o Standings o« Live game coverage

Register for FREE today on gc.com
or download the App.

Large

~~ > 1&2Bedroom Apartments

Up to 1200 Square Feet

711 N.E. B5th Street
Kansas City, Mo
{near Metro Morth Shopping Center)
816.436.4022

- Immediate Application Approval «
» Only $700 deposit

www.apartments.com/robinhillapartments
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Spoetlight
Plethora of new managers III tlle league

There are seven new mangaers to
their teams this year in the Ban
Johnson League.

Here is a chance to meet some of
them.

First-year Building Champion
manager Ryan Kisner graduated
from Rockhurst High School and the
catcher played for El Camino
College in California before a shoul- [
der injury ended his player career.

Before the injury he played inter-
nationally in Holland and the Czech
Republic.

He turned to coaching in

California before returing to the
Kansas City area in 2006.

Kisner coached at Rockhurst University and served as
a coach for Milgram Mustangs in 2006-2008.

In 2012, he coached for NKC Apartments and 2013-
2014 coached the Mac-N-Seitz 16 Under team.

* Jake Bradshaw is the new manager of the BJ
Raiders.

He played for MSBL Royals in the league winning the
BJ Hustle Award in 2006.

He played at Kansas City, Kansas Community College
and Northwest Missouri State.

He also played for the Kansas City T-Bones.

“This helped me to see how they do things at the pro-
fessional level,” he said.

He has been an assistant coach at Liberty North and
two years with the MSBL Royals.

“I have always been a student of the game and worked
hard to get a win,” he said. “I expect the same out of my
players.”

* Dan Stacks takes over the NKC Apts. Giants club.

He has coached at various levels for 15 years.

“I love helping players learn the game and get the
most out of their abilities.”

* Jesse McSpadden is the manager of one of the new
teams in the league Prodigy Baseball.

He was a pitcher for William Jewell and he was an
assistant coach for William Jewell for four years.

“I was a Ban Johnson Lleague All-Star 2005-2007 and
was the Pitcher of the Year in 2006 with an ERA of 0.15
and a 12-0 record,” he said.

McSpadden played for the BJ Raiders in the league.

He along with Michael Younghanz are co-owners of
the Prodigy Baseball Academy.

He managed the Midwest Orioles for a season.

Page 6

New NKC Apts. Giants manager Dan Stacks (left)
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“It means a lot to be a
manager in this league,” he
said. “I had a lot of success as
a player in the league and
want to pass my knowledge
on the next wave of local tal-
ent.

* Cary Lundy is back
managing UMB Bank for the
third time.

He has been the most suc-
[ cessful manager in league
| hisory managing UMB to four
conseuctive titles in 1987-
1990. He also won champi-
onships in 1996 amd 2001.

Lundy didn’t manage the
club in 2005 and 2006, but was back for three years
2007-2009. He left the bench from 2010-2014.

Now he is back for the 2015 season.

Lundy has been the head baseball coach at Park
Univeristy for the past 14 years.

The other two new managers are Hunter Brown for
Regal Plastics and Jaime Bluma for the new Kansas City
Sports Club Blaze.

Bluma has extensive baseball playng experience.

He is a graduate of Wichita State and played in three
consecutive College World Serices in 1992-1994.

Bluma was drafted by the Roayls in 1994 and he
played in the Royals’ farm system through the 2000 sea-
son..

The pitcher played in 17 games for the Royals in the
1996 season.

13005 State Line Road
Kansas City, MO 64145
(816) 943-0866
www.bluevalleykarate.com

Sign up today!
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Alamni Corner presented by Woe Lago
McDonald ends long coaching career

Long time high school baseball
coach Bill McDonald hung up his
coaching cleats for the last time
following his Blue Valley West
Jaguars’ third place finish at the
Class 5A state tournament in
Wichita on May 29.

This put a finish to a head
coaching career that spanned 42
years. He started the program at
Shawnee Mission South in 1974
and moved to Blue Valley West in
2001 when that school opened its
doors.

In his carrer at SM South his
teams won four state titles - 1975,
1979, 1981 and 1985. His Raider
teams were second five times.

At BV West, he captured two state champi-
onships in 2007 and 2013. He finished second
three times.

His overall career record was 678-256.

“We had so many wonderful people to coach
and teach it is off the charts how lucky I have
been to look back on my 42 years as a head
coach,” he said. “My 48 years (of coaching) went
by in a flash.”

McDonald graduated from Shawnee Mission
North in 1962 and went on to play his freshman
year at the University of Kansas before an injury
ended his player career.

But that didn’t stop him from giving back to
the game he loved.

And the 70-year-old McDonald does remember
playing in the Ban Johnson League.

“As a young man growing up playing baseball,
you always wanted to be good enough to play in
the Ban Johnson League,” he said. “I got hooked
up with Katz. The manager was Lew Denny and
Pat Nolan was his assistant.

“I didn’t pitch much at the beginning of my
time with Katz as I was just coming home from
playing on the freshman team at KU.”

His first game pitching was against Milgrams.
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It was 0-0 in the fifth inning
when he hurt his arm.

“Pat Nolan was a great deal
of encouragment to me,”
McDonald said. “He was my
cheerleader as I tried to get
3 back on the mound after a
series of cortisone shots.”

McDonald made it back to
the mound but had lost his
velocity.

He did get to play some
outfield for his team.

“I did hit a home run over
the short rightfield wall at
Satchel Paige Stadium,” he
said. “Katz made the playoffs
and Steve Mingori was our ace We lost the five-
game series to Feld.”

McDonald learned a lot in his time in the Ban
Johnson League.

“That was the first time in my life I realized I
could not throw my fastball by evereyone,” he
said. “ As a young player I struckout a lot of bat-
ters, but that didn’t work in the Ban Johnson
League. I had to learn to pitch.”

McDonald has had many players play in the
league down through the years.

“I am amazed that the Ban Johnson League still
is going,” he said. “That has to be a tribute to the
Milgram family.”

LUy

George “Moe” Lago
Life Insurance Broker
816.241.5888

BJ Alum: Lapetina’s 1955-59
Western Auto 1965-69

Let’s review your life
insurance needs!
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Awesome performances

June 23
Chase Leavy had a three-run homer in NKC Apts.
Giants 9-1 win over the Mid-AmeriCare Nationals.
Brandon Martinkus of Natural Baseball allowed just
one hit in an 2-1 win over the Royals.
The Giants’ Cody Gregory was two-for-two with a
homer and two RBIs in a 10-0 win against the Nationals.
June 24
The Midwest Orioles Ian Barker was two-for-two
with two doubles and an RBI in a 4-2 victory against the

BJ Raiders.

Seaboards’ David White went four-for-four with two

doubles and three RBIs in a win over the Milgram
Mustangs.

WM« NOW OPEN

SMOOTHIE
KiNG

Serving Smoothies, Supplements,
Vitamins, and Healthy Snacks
Mon-Fri Tam-Bpm

Sat Bam-Bpm
Sun 11am-Tpm

Smoathielingd 1 144 Shaw nes

Any Size Smoothie

@ Store #1244 - Shawnee, KS
Some restriclions may apply. Cannol be combined with
any other offer. One per persom per visil. Yadid at this localion only.

SLOE/1E/80 sandxg

BHOTOGRABHY,

109 NORTH SHORE, KANSAS CiTY, MISSORI 64151

+ Portraiis/Weddings

* Aaifials
+» Commancial

* SOOFEs
P

LightfootPhotography.com

816-746-8880
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ONE HITTER - Michael Popp, Natural Baseball Academy right-hander, allowed
just one hit in an 11-1 win over the Midwest Orioles June 21 at Mid-America Sports
Complex.

1619 Orleans Circle - North Kansas City, MO
B16.221.0455

wwrw. apartments com/northkansascityapartments

The French Quarter
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms
Carports - Pool

Oliver Townhouses
Frivate entries
2 Levels - Carports
2 Bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths
Great location

Sunny Hill Apartments & Townhomes
Spacious studios, 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms

Townhomes up to 2,377 sq’
Pool

BJ Beacon
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P Bill Boyd

¢ Jim Cash

i Mike Churchman

¢ Darrell Corwin
Bill Fenton

® David Gershon

¢ Stuart Goldman

¢ Jim Heeney

I’ Tom Higgins
¢ Steve Jacobus
¢ Jerry LafTerty
¢ Allen Laffoon
¢ Moe Lago

¢ Rick Ludwig
¢ Curt Mathews
¢ Ken Monaco

Western Auto 1968-70

Katz 1949-52

Butternut 1980-83
Moody’s/Feld 1957-60

Country Club Dairy 1963-67
Guys 1965-66

Sports Information Director 1992-94
“Diamond Connections” Author
UMB 1980-83

Guy’s 1968-72

Milgram 1960-62

Scout, KC Royals

Katz, 1954-59
Lapetina’s/Western Auto
1955-59; Coach 1965-69

Boyle’s Corned Beef 1977-79
Katz 1953-57

Meyer Metalcraft/Moody’s/
Lapetina’s 1952-56

Backers

+ Russ Morman
¢ Don Motley

PTroy O'Dell
+ John Peterson MD
# Mike Peterson

+ Tim Presko

P Martin Rankin
4 Don Saint

4 Carl Shortino
4 John Stipetich

P Jack Talley

P Charlie Tholl
+ Bill Wakefield
¢ Terry Welsh

P =Platimim Level

Crouch Meat 1981

Milgram manager/coach 1968-2011;
General manager 2012-present
Boyle’s Corned Beef 1984-86

KC Bandits sponsor/coach 2008-11
Country Club/Milgram 1966-70,
Milgram Coach 19752011/

Asst. general manager 2012-present
Boyle’s Corned Beef 1974-79
Milgram 1977-79

Milgram 1957-60

Lapetina’s 1955-57

Gateway late 1960s; KC Life manager
coach 1970s; BJ executive director/
board of directors 1982-present
KC Life 1975-79

Milgram 2000-03

Katz 1959-60

Umpire 1970s/80s

4 = Diamond Club

BJ Backer membership is open to alums and anyone inferested in supporting the league.
Contact 9213.383.77635 or banjohnsoni@aol com.

2015 Ban Johnson League Team Sponsors

milgram ,
mustangs SEABTARD

/B

PLASTICS

ot r on

URQUHART
ORIOLES

NKC

Apartments
Giants

All-Star Game is set for July 12

The 47th Annual Ban Johnson League All-Star the game.
Game is slated for Sunday, July 12 at Kauffman The teams will be picked in early July.
Stadium in the morning prior to the Royals-Blue Jays Further information will be in the next edition of
game. the Ban Johnson League Beacon and the BJ website.
This will the 47th time that the Royals have hosted
Page 9
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