Tryout Window Town Hall – FAQ’s
June 6, 2022

1) When it comes to resigning house league kids, can a club offer them a spot on a 15U team or does it have to be a ECI team (i.e., 4v4 Rallyball, 6v6 Rallyball or TLS)?
a. You can offer a spot to house league kids on any team.

2) Do athletes who played with a club last year need to send an email to commit if they are trying out for the same club
a. No – the early signing period is club/team initiated. The only time a player needs to initiate the process with an email is the summer offer period designed for kids who have been training with a new club that they were not a part of the year prior. 

3) How will the OVA inform parents on how the Try-Out window works?  Will there be publications, social media information?
a. The OVA will post the full tryout window policy on the website along with reminders throughout the summer. 
b. The tryout window townhall along with FAQ’s will be posted on the OVA website

4) How will the OVA ensure clubs follow the policies set out and/or not make up their own policies to sign athletes?  
a. There are sanctions that are followed for teams/clubs or athletes who breach the tryout window policy.

5) Are the majority of OVA clubs on board with early signings? It was initially only for older age groups, then due to COVID.
a. The early singing offer period is not mandatory for clubs. This aspect of the tryout window is simply setup as an option for clubs to utilize if they would like. 

6) If we have two teams for one age group, players played for one of those teams last year but would like to switch to the other team, do we still go through the same signing process?
a. Yes – every athlete must sign the offer form each year. 

7) If one of the re-signing conditions is that a coach is in place and there ends up not being a coach…. What are the club obligations to inform the players this? Are they permitted to attend other club tryouts?
a. If any information changes from the singed offer form, the athlete can technically decline the offer after they have accepted as the information is different from when they signed the form. 
b. It is recommended for the team to have a candid conversation with the signed athletes if a coach change is happening. It is always best to be open an honest with everyone involved. 

8) If a club does not have any summer programs running but a player wants to play for them & expresses their interest, can they be eligible for the summer signing offers?
a. No – in this case, the athlete would have to attend tryouts starting on September 10th 

9) Last year my daughter was U14 (TNS) which had "fair play rule".  How does this change for U15 and is it included in these older year offers whether an athlete is playing as a starter or a backup
a. 15U has fair play during round robin matches at all levels only and 16U has fair play for round robin matches only at the Trillium level. 
b. Playing time is not mandatory to include in the offer form. However, it is always good to have these conversations prior to singing the offer form with the team. It is important to know the team’s philosophy on playing time, this way the athlete knows what to expect going into the season. 

10) Are there any age category limits for the summer / early offers?  Like TNS and up or 15U and up?
a. No – early and summer offers can be for any age group

11) If a player who played last season wishes to continue playing they must attend 1 practice and express interest and only then they can have an early offer starting July 01?
a. No – if the player is hoping to play for the same club they played for in the year prior, they can receive an early offer from the club without attending any practices. 

12) Can offer forms be printed or emailed? 
a. Offer forms must be emailed so they can be time stamped. 

13) How long are the tryout offers valid for?
a. Early offers and tryout offers are 48hrs while summer offer forms are valid for 24hrs.

14) If a player receives an early offer - can we ask who else has received an early offer and/or accepted? Team composition can be a decision factor. Similarly, if a player expressed interest in a new club what questions can be asked of the new coach re potential team composition. 
a. These are all great questions and conversations to have with the team your child is hoping to play for. Both sides do not have to give forth any information they do not want too but it is always best for both parties to be as transparent as possible. 

15) Does the OVA plan to change the scheduled number of tournaments for each age division? It will be difficult for clubs to predict fees so early without knowing all the variables (especially Grand Prix events)
a. The OVA plans to run the same number of events as the 2019-2020 season. This means 4v4 all the way up to 17U will have 4 regular season events prior to OCs while 18U will have 5 regular season events prior to OCs.

16) Will school permits be available by September 10th, 2022?
a. Clubs will have to check with your local school boards but based on conversations with multiple clubs, it looks like permits will be open by September 10th. 

17) Will OVA tryout registration in MRS be required again, and will this registration be open/available prior to September 10th?
a. Yes – anyone attending a tryout must be registered as a tryout player in MRS which will open on September 1st. 

18) If we have a player join summer training who did not play OVA last season, what membership level do they need for the training period?
a. They will need to register in MRS as a recreation player (Free of charge)
b. It is important to note, the summer offer period is only for players who played in the OVA the previous year. 
 
