B.C BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MINUTES – July 04, 2015
ATTENDANCE:  M. Sarai, V. Greenwood, G. Butler, B. Davis, J. Braaten, 
R. Wearing, M. Kelly, T. Mabone, D. Barry, P. Weatherill, S. Drysdale, T. Katelnikoff, J. Wright, A. Hayes, E. Toneff
CONFERENCE CALL:  
ABSENT:  G. Rimer, F. Campbell, B. Astroino, O. Germaine
GUEST:  None
CALL TO ORDER – 8:58 A.M.
OPENING REMARKS:

ADDITIONS:  
          Rebate Program
CORRESPONDENCE:
                    All June Mergers



Deadline for mergers is June 01 or the first Tuesday of June




Make June 20 for Interior




Director’s discretion on mergers

Confusing rules – John, Stuart, Ray and Grant B to overhaul rule book – update for September



Pitching rule – Arm protection – Ken from Chilliwack



League Registrations:  Quesnel, Sorrento



Executive Rosters:  Sorrento, Princeton



Email – Kyle MacMurchy, President Princeton – By-law and Constitution
BUSINESS ARISING:

a) All division reports – Tadpole Summer tournaments, 11U, 13U, 15U, 18U, Junior Men

Tadpole – Cloverdale tournament 


        Interlock summer league

11U – most rosters are in
           Anne did the schedules

AAA Tier I – 12 teams province wide


AAA Tier II – 13


AA – 15


A – 11

13U – AAA – 11 teams – 10 team provincial

AA – 20 teams


A – 29 teams

15U – AA – 15 Lower Mainland



4 Interior


1 Island



1 North


A – 22 teams – Provincials in Comox


AAA – Abbotsford won qualifier, Victoria Black took 2nd
18U – AA - 13 teams – Richmond is host


Qualifier is July 10 – 12


Ladner and Tsawwassen to host


7 teams – double knockout

AAA – Wild Card to be held in Port Coquitlam at Thompson 

Park

Need director to supervise July 17




Junior Men – August 8 – 9




4 semi-final games Saturday





2 final games Sunday





Chilliwack players – no insurance?


Mike K. will check all caching certification

Qualifiers set

League games come BEFORE tournaments
b) NCCP

Report to Baseball Canada

Need info from Associations on NCCP program – good/bad

Conference call Presidents or delegate with board re certification

Do survey including high performance right down to lowest level

Coaches can’t get field certification

Scrap NCCP – set up our own program?

c) 18U Elite

Bill Green – coach – review of program – action plan for future
Player survey – 15U & 18U – post on web

Promote fall ball
Need better pre-season planning

Roster limitations

Financial costs

Feedback from coaches

Can’t be half in

Five (5) tournaments are too many

Update for September

MOTION: S. Drysdale / P. Weatherill


Motion to accept June minutes as distributed.


M/S/C

REPORTS:



President – Mike Sarai



No report

1st Vice President – Stuart Drysdale



No Report


2nd Vice President – John Braaten



No Report

Treasurer – Anne Hayes


Outstanding debts:



Chilliwack



Richmond



Oceanside



Abbotsford



Burnaby Minor



North Island



OK Athletics



Rutland


MOTION:  D. Barry / E. Toneff


Motion to accept treasurer’s report as distributed.



M/S/C 
Secretary – Val Greenwood




No Report
North – Brenda Astorino

PGYBA regular season ended this last week and All-star Baseball in Prince George has become the focus. We registered 6 All-star teams, 2 Mosquito, 2 Peewee, 1 Bantam and 1 Midget. 

Unfortunately Terrace Baseball did not register a Bantam All-star team this year, let’s hope for next year! The challenge is definitely the distance from Prince George to Terrace (6 hours) as well as the single “A” availability to play.

Quesnel Minor Baseball is still trying to arrange some games with their one Midget team and our All-star Midget team but our out of town schedule has not allowed it to date. 

Interior – Tom Katelnikoff / Janice Wright

Three (3) mergers to get players on field


Workshop date – September 26 - Kelowna
Island – Fraser Campbell – Eric Toneff

Workshop – September 19 – Victoria

Umpires – moving forward – Stuart, Mike K. and Eric to look at issues
Web Site – John Braaten – Tom Katelnikoff


2015 – 43,000 log ins – 135,000 visits


Need easier way to find schedules
DIVISION REPORTS:


Junior – Brian Davis




No report



18U – Grant Rimer/John Braaten




AAA: Grant



Selects:




AA:  John
18U AA was a busy month indeed. There were many Associations since the pre-Summer All-Star meeting in May that attempted to form teams for Summer play. No actual mergers, but lots of player movement within Division. In the end there are 13 declared teams in the Province:

Lower Mainland WEST

 

 

     Richmond City

  

  

     Ladner

    

 

     Tsawwassen

     



     Vancouver Minor

      

  

     Burnaby Minor

Lower Mainland EAST

    



     Chilliwack

     

 

     Cloverdale

      

 

     Newton

      

 

     Ridge Meadows

       



     Surrey Minor

Interior

     



     Kamloops

North

   



     Prince George

Vancouver Island

    



    Campbell River

The 8-team Qualifier Tournament will be co-hosted by Ladner & Tsawwassen July 10-12. The winner will travel to Washington the following weekend.

The 10-team Provincial Championship will be hosted by Richmond City August 7-10 at Blundell and Latrace fields.

15U – Mike Kelly/Pat Weatherill/Tracy Mabone



AAA: Mike



AA:  Pat
Qualifying Tournament July 9th to 12th 2015 in Richmond, Teams in Lower Mainland playing to see who qualifies (2 pools of 4, top 2 teams) Prince George from the North, Victoria from the Island, Interior to determine representative.

Winner to Washington July 22nd......Bus and Hotel confirmed.




MOTION: M. Kelly / T. Katelnikoff

Rutland Minor Baseball and Kelowna Minor baseball would like to merge their associations at the level of 15U AA.  The reason in neither association has enough players to form a 15U AA team, but should if merge is approved. 





      M/S/C






Email vote approval June 19, 2015
A: Tracy





MOTION:  T. Mabone / M. Kelly

Motion to allow Rutland and West Kelowna to merge at the 15U A level to form a 15U A team for the 2015 Summer League.

M/SC
Email vote approval June 20, 2015
MOTION:  
T. Mabone / M. Kelly

Motion to allow Duncan and Ladysmith to merge at 15U A 

in order to form a 15U A team for the 2015 Summer League.

M/S/C
Email vote approval June 20 2015
MOTION:  T. Mabone / M. Kelly

Motion to allow Richmond and Tsawwassen to merge at 15U A in order to form a 15U A team for the 2015 Summer League.

M/S/C

Email vote approval June 12, 2015


13U – Orville Germaine/Dave Berry




AAA – Orville



AA – Dave




MOTION: O. Germaine – D. Barry

Motion to allow West Kelowna and Rutland to merge at 13U AA for the 2015 Summer Season.





M/S/C




Email vote approval June 4, 2015
A –





MOTION:  O. Germaine – J. Wright

Motion to allow Kamloops and Chase to merge at 13U for the Summer Season.

M/S/C 
Email vote approval June 14, 2015



13U Selects

Thirteen players were selected for this team from approximately 120 that were evaluated from across the province. This team was coached by Dan Dick (Abbotsford) and assisted by Ryan Steele (Mission) and John Braaten (BC Baseball Director).

The team was entered in the 13U Triple Crown Sports “Father’s Day Slugfest” in the Tri-Cities area Washington. The team played on 15U sized fields. Leading up to departing the tournament the team practiced in Abbotsford’s 15U park to get acclimated to a larger size field than this age group is used to playing on as 13U players in BC.

The team was entered in the 13U Division 1 of the tournament where 18 teams from the Pacific Northwest were represented. Because of the US birth date cut-off rules players on opposing teams could be as much as 8 months older than our players.

Our first game Saturday morning was a 1-0 loss to NW Bandits Black. The team played well although you could see the nerves at the start of the game and as the players became accustomed to the larger field played well. Defensively the team played well. The second game with a more relaxed team found Team BC lose 7-6 to Dragons Baseball Club Black. The two teams within our Pool finished at #9 and #13 respectively. The one team we did not play was the #2 seed overall. With a 0-2 record and only a minus 2 Team BC finished Pool play as the #14 seed and was placed in the Silver Medal Round Pool.

With given a bye in the Medal Round Team BC played Team Combat BBC (one of the top ranked 13U teams in Washington). Team BC lost the game, and was headed home until the Tournament Convenor notified our Team that Team Combat BBC had committed a “pitching violation” and was disqualified from the tournament. Given an opportunity the team advanced to the final versus Islanders Baseball Club from Mercer Island. The team responded with a complete team game and won 10-0 to take home the Division Champion plaque.

What was evident from the start Team BC was challenged right from the first     pitch of the tournament. Unlike the previous year’s entry into the 12U Division of the “Best of the Northwest” tournament our team played more meaningful innings in the first two games this year compared to most the previous one. The program is meant to challenge our players and that was accomplished. In talking with the coaching staff and watching other games it was our opinion that the top tier teams some of which we faced were comparable to top 15U AAA teams. These players found no issues adjusting to the larger field and were most comfortable by the end of tournament play.

It is my recommendation that 13U Team BC Selects program continue play in the US at the 13U level if challenging and developing players is our ultimate goal. Also a suggestion in addition to practices of an exhibition game or two versus BC 15U AAA team(s) prior to leaving for the tournament in 2016.

John Braaten

Assistant Coach


11U – Grant Butler/Ray Wearing/Eric Toneff



A – 




MOTION:  G. Butler / J. Wright

Motion to allow a merger between Burnaby South & Burnaby Minor for the purpose of creating one (1) team at 11U A. 

M/SC
Email vote approval June 16, 2015

Grass Roots – Grant Butler – Tom Katelnikoff



No report


Rally Cap / Grand Slam - Grant Butler


No Report
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Eligibility – Pat Weatherill



36 release to date, waiting for more. (Summer)

19 Spring releases received in June.......all for various reasons, now around 140 for Spring.

Concerned with number of move down requests for Summer, from higher levels of Spring play.


Umpire Liaison – Stuart Drysdale / Pat Weatherill

No travelling umpires to Provincials for 2015 with the exception of three (3) from Victoria going to Nanaimo
Put on agenda for September to discuss with Associations

Rules – Stuart Drysdale


Discipline – Stuart Drysdale

1.  Randy Downes

Reinstated for summer – probation is still May 31, 2016

2. 78 ejections to date

Challenger – Grant Butler


Annual Jamboree was hosted by Burnaby


25 of BC(M)Baseball attended


July 20 – Challenger night at the Vancouver Canadians game



Travel is difficult 


More Associations need to get involved


PR / MARKETING



Local heroes in community


Interviews with Rob Fei



Mike S. will contact Association presidents
High Performance – Mike Kelly / Grant Butler / Grant Rimer / Orville Germaine


Fall ball info needs to go out


Host for 15U and 18U – Ladner / Cloverdale / Newton


Coaches are willing to come and work with teams – cost billed to teams


No releases needed


MOTION: R. Wearing / J. Wright

Motion for current 15U AAA structure as per rule compliance to continue for fall ball as is until December 31 for player movement.

M/S

Motion was withdrawn – to be tweaked and fall ball rules written – Stuart, Mike K. and John to look at.  Motion will then be forwarded to board for email vote.
Coaching Development – Mike Kelly



No Report

Girls – Val Greenwood



Great turn out at the Kelowna and Victoria skills camp.  

Unfortunately we had to pull the girls from the 15U A Summer League as the core group of girls are playing on their house teams.

Entered the Cook Tournament in Newton – first time the team had played together all season – got better as tournament progressed – didn’t win any games but learned how to play together

July 14 – 16 will see the main ID camp being held at Kensington Park in Burnaby.  The camp will run approximately 6 hours each day leading up to the Summer Fun Tournament July 17 – 19 also at Kensington.  Cost is $125.

The final teams will be selected after the tournament.

Only the girls that attend the camp will be considered for selection for the 13U, 16U and 21U teams.

All players must be pre-registered.  This can be done from the Baseball BC website.

The 13U team will travel to Yorkton, Saskatchewan for the Western Canada Championships August 21 – 23.

The 16U team will travel to Saguenay, Quebec for the 16U Nationals the week of August 13 – 17.

The 21U team will travel to Hammond Plains, Nova Scotia August 6 – 10 for the 21U Invitational.

NEW BUSINESS:

1) Technical Director

Will help board and Associations as needed

Human Resources Committee – Stuart, Fraser, John and Grant B.


Criteria

Salary – monthly or contract

Job description

Target dates

September update

2) Monthly conference call – Presidents

Will take under advisement

Could be very costly

Set up President’s web page

3) Banners – Balls – Medallions

Medals with be picked up Monday – Dave to look after

Balls and Banners to be distributed after meeting

4) Rebates

Umpire training:

Make sure associations have paid before rebates are issued

Online registration – must submit paid invoice

Send to Stuart for review then send on to Anne

Forms are on line

Letter to presidents – notification of rebates available

$10 per attendee




Grass Roots (Rally Cap) – will rebate for caps




NCCP - $30 per coach
5) Next Board Meeting

September 12, 2015 – Sandman Inn – Langley – 8:30 am 

MOTION TO ADJOURN:   – 12:20 PM – E. Toneff / G. Butler M/S/C
