Dear NCR Board of Directors,

    Thank you for recognizing student athletes like me with this amazing scholarship opportunity!  I am currently a senior at Pingree Buchanan High School in Pingree, ND participating in NCR volleyball through South Central Select volleyball club in Valley City, ND.    
    Volleyball has had a profound impact on my life, shaping not only my physical abilities but also my mindset, relationships, and personal growth. It has shaped the way I approach challenges both on and off the court. It has taught me resilience, teamwork, confidence, and dedication. The lessons I’ve learned on the court have influenced how I handle challenges, build relationships, and strive for success in every aspect of my life. 
    Volleyball demands consistent effort, whether it’s practicing serves, improving footwork, or building strength and endurance. Volleyball taught me to stay committed and keep pushing forward even when progress felt slow. Over time, I learned that improvement doesn’t happen overnight.  Improvement comes from patience, repetition, and a willingness to learn from mistakes.
    Volleyball has also strengthened my ability to work as part of a team. Success in volleyball depends on the trust and communication of the team. No single player can win a game alone. Through practices and games, I learned how to support teammates, adapt to different personalities, and stay calm under pressure. These experiences helped me understand the importance of teamwork, not just on the court, but in everyday life. 
    Being part of a team has also given me a sense of community. Teammates become friends, bonded by shared goals, hard practices, wins, and losses. The connections I’ve built through volleyball have created a strong support system that extends far beyond the game itself. No matter where life takes me, the impact of volleyball will always remain a meaningful part of my journey.
    In addition to school and sports, I also spend time volunteering at two local optometry practices near my hometown.  The personal connections I've made and experiences I've had while volunteering have helped shape my future goals. I was recently accepted to Valley City State University where I plan to pursue a 4-year health sciences degree in pre-optometry.  Once completed, I plan to apply to optometry school with the goal of one day being an optometrist.
    I didn't take the easy path to success, instead working hard as a student athlete taking difficult classes to challenge myself while maintaining good grades and making time to volunteer.  I understand that scholarships are an investment in people, and I feel I have a sound career path as long as I continue to put in the work. These are a couple of reasons why I feel deserving of this scholarship. It is my goal to become an optometrist and give back to my community. Receiving this support would reduce financial strain and allow me to focus fully on my education.  
    Thank you for considering me for this amazing scholarship!

Sincerely,
Brynn Sorenson 

