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CURRENT NEWS DATES TO SAVE

20TH SEASON...FEATURES  306
FALL WINS, 16 CHAMPIONSHIPS
AND MORE!!! 

 Prospect Select - Twins Cities Classic 
2024 Blue wins Championship! 

20 years…Jesus, when they say it like
that…you wonder where it went”
(modified quote from The
Shawshank Redemption). That is
what this past fall season
represented, the 20th year of Blizzard
baseball. The fall season has officially
wrapped up after the final
tournament in Las Vegas, Nevada
ended a couple weeks ago. Although
the games have ended, this is when  
the true grinding begins and when you will see players elevate their games through various
training programs over the winter. Before the winter grind begins let’s do a brief recap of what
was an impressive fall season for the club.  
In mid-August the older Elite teams (14-18U) kicked off the fall schedule by participating in the
Prospect Select Twin Cities Classic. This tournament was a sign of things to come as the Blizzard
captured Championships in all 3 divisions (14U, 16U and 18U). Carson Hart (2026 Blue) had a
complete game in the Championship, Finn Furcht (2024 Blue) utilized an upper 80’s fastball,
Chase McQuade (2024 Blue) delivered a bomb in the chip and 14U Blue got four solid innings out
of Ryan Reesman with Jay Mound Closing the door with a 76 mph FB and 66 mph slider. You
cannot draw up a better start to the fall than sweeping a tournament but that is exactly what the
boys in blue did and I truly believe it was a sign of things to come during a fall season that saw 306
victories between the 23 Blizzard teams!



Second week of fall saw the entire club participate in AFBL
Fall Series #1 in which the club grabbed four more
championships from the 2024 Blue, 2026 Blue, 15 Blue and
14 Blue teams. Bradyn Bezanson (2024 Blue) was hot all
weekend at the plate going 5/12 with a couple doubles,
triple and 4 RBI but that weekend was nothing compared
to the power surge you will see in Vegas! Cason Borchardt
(2026 Blue) was 10/12 with 3 doubles, triple, 7 RBI and 8 runs
while Sam Abrahamson (7/11, 2 doubles, 2 HR, 7 RBI, 8 runs)
were on fire all weekend.  The 15U Blue team used pitching
to claim the championship with great starts from Kason
Nuehring, Oscar Waisanen and Jackson Kolb. 14 Blue was very balanced
offensively and used solid starts on the mound from Brody Radtke, Noah
Riegelman, Vinny Bohle and Hayden Danelski. Three teams had claimed back-
to-back titles to start the fall season.
 Those two tournaments typically take place before Labor Day. This brief break
in action allows families to have one final vacation before the fall really picks up
as school starts. All the teams would have designated practices in the evening
at Inver Grove Heights as well as hitting practice at the facility in Vadnais
Heights. It takes patience, cooperation from mother nature, organization, and
routines to have a successful fall season not only from the players but also from
the coaches and parents.

16U Kasey MacCallum is pumped
after hitting a triple at Creekside
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15U Blue Cade Hamilton gives the
camera a smile at Creekside! 

Following the holiday weekend, the Fall Club
Championships kicked off for the older divisions.
Although a championship was not captured
during the weekend, we had a couple teams
finish runner-up. The 2026 Blue team lost the re-
match with MASH Black from tournament
number 1 and the 15U Gold National team finished
runner up. It took the third tournament of the year
for the 2024 Blue team to suffer its first defeat of
the fall, a truly remarkable start.  The 2026 Blue
team saw Mason Schmidt extend his streak of 9 

straight starts with 10+ strikeouts, Matthew Grundtner threw a 7-inning gem
and Cason Borchardt spun a gem from the left side against Icemen Gominsky
in the semi-finals. Sam Abrahamson stayed hot at the plate going 7/11 with a
couple doubles. The 15U Gold National team saw Joey Setter, Elliot Paidin,
Dominic Ericksen and Henry Braun grab 4 hits each on the way to a 4-1 record
and a runner up finish to the Mavs. I never worry the team and/or club won’t
bounce back to claim another title and the boys didn’t have to wait long!



The 4th tournament weekend was back to
the AFBL Fall Series #2 for the bulk of the
club, a few teams at the Perfect Game
tournament in Iowa and a few youth teams
battling in the CIS Global Sports Fall State in
Des Moines, IA. With everyone in action the
boys were able to grab 4 championships
over the weekend! 2026 Blue stayed hot by
going 5-0 on the way to grabbing AFBL
Championship no. 2 on the fall.
Abrahamson refused to slow down and let
the game of baseball average out by going
9/13 at the plate. Jace Mataczynski was 7/12
while doing his best Sam impression.  13U 

Blue brought home a ring from Iowa after going 4-0 over the weekend. Vinny
Cognetta and Noah Scott had 3 hits each while Miles Tomaszewski belted 3
doubles. Owen Brookins, Cognetta and Noah Stupeck had great outings on the
mound. 12U Blue also brought home some rings from Iowa going 4-1. They
dropped a pool game before running the table in the bracket. A complete team
effort with everyone contributing over the weekend for this crew and coach
Lufkin. The final Chip was grabbed by the 10U squad as they went 4-0 over the
weekend with Gibson Granberg going 9/12 and Blake Iverson going 6/9 with 3
doubles, 2 triples and 10 RBI. Briggs Rowland was untouchable on the mound
giving up 1 hit in 5 innings of work while striking out 10.
Tournament weekend no. 5 saw the older Elite teams take a weekend off while
the Gold teams and youth age battled in the Lumberjack Open. It was the only
time the club saw games canceled due to weather as a few of the divisions did
not see action on Sunday due to fields. The weekend was not a complete loss as
they were able to get the fields ready at several sites. The 2026 Gold team went
5-0-1 on the weekend to grab the Championship. Billy Vander Arade led the
team offensively going 8/16 with 3 doubles. Keegan Flansburg, Keith Milam and
Rourick Gulbrandson led the way on the mound. 13U Blue went 4-0 to grab
another chip with Miles leading the charge going a staggering 11/13 with 3
doubles, 2 triples and a homerun. Cameron Favilla, Owen Brookins, Noah
Stupeck and Cognetta provided a punch on the mound. The two chips were a
pleasant site as the 10U, 14 Blue, 14 Black and 14 Red all went 2-0 on Saturday
only to have Sunday cancelled.  
Weekend no. 6 saw a unique twist as the 15U-18U Elite teams were playing in a
4-game guaranteed format that was more of an exposure event. 14U and 15U
Gold were playing in a PG event in Iowa and all the youth teams were playing in
the Club Championships in the Metro. In all the events the club grabbed 3
runner up finishes. 14U Blue finished runner up in the PG event with Noah 
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 Blake Iverson, Briggs Rowland and Tristan
Fearing mob Gibson Granberg after a walk off

double to win first game of fall! 



Riegelman grabbing the MVP pitching award
for the tournament. 13U Blue grabbed the silver
bracket runner up and the 10U group finished
the fall with a runner up finish. Zack Muprhy
and Miles led the offense for 13U and Blake
Iverson paced the offense for 10U. Briggs
Rowland finished the fall where his spring
started in Rochester, which was untouchable.
Briggs works hard and it shows on the field.
The 7th weekend of the fall season saw the
Elite teams head down to Parkville, MO for the
PBR KC Fall Showdown and the 11U crew
made the trek to Lenexa, KS to duke it out in
the 3&2 Octoberfest Tournament. The 2026 
Blue team stayed hot by winning another tournament and the 13 Blue team
also captured the chip at Creekside. When everyone was enjoying a ride home
or had already made it home the 11U bunch was still battling as they won the
championship at 9:17 pm on a Sunday night. The grind award goes to all the
teachers that had those boys in class on Monday morning and all the parents
going into work. The road trips and tournaments are exactly why so many of us
love the game. The memories we make and the stories we have will last a
lifetime. As the kids say “YOLO” or “You Only Live Once.”       
 The final tournament of the fall sees the teams travel to sunny Las Vegas. The
club has been going to that tournament for years and it is a hard one to win
with only 5 chips coming over the years. Well, 2026 Blue finished the season 31-2
and grabbed another chip to cap off a great year and 13U Blue also grabbed a
chip in Sin City. Bradyn Bezanson went on a power tear hitting 3 bombs in
Vegas to lead all hitters in the tournament. The weekend capped off a season
that saw 16 Championships, 10 runner-up finishes and 24 top 4 finishes and an
overall record of 306-186-16. In addition to the outstanding team accolades the
club also saw 23 players commit to play at the next level. The list below shows
who has committed and the team leaders for each respective team.
The entire coaching staff and club wants to thank all the families for making the
20th season a memorable one and we look forward to the Treasure Coast
Presidents’ Day Challenge in Vero Beach, Florida in February! #BlueLove 
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 12U Gold teammates celebrating a walk off
win in the Club Championships!  Logan

Richardson hits a double to drive in Tucker
Pitchford. 
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PLAY WITH THE BEST IN THE STATE 
AGAINST THE BEST IN THE COUNTRY
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