B.C MINOR BASEBALL ASOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MINUTES – May 06, 2014
ATTENDANCE:  M. Sarai, V. Greenwood,  G. Butler,  B. Davis, M. Kelly, J. Braaten, O. Germaine, G. Rimer, F. Campbell, S. Sangara, R. Wearing, P. Weatherill, J. Wright, E. Toneff
CONFERENCE CALL:  T. Katelnikoff, W. Bampton
ABSENT:  G. Trudell, S. Drysdale, K. Wood
GUEST: David Laing – Baseball B.C.

                Sean Schaffer – Baseball BC – new staff – Grass Roots



CALL TO ORDER – 5:45 P.M.
       Mike S. introduced and welcomed Eric Toneff – board appointed area supervisor for the 

                 Island
ADDITIONS:


3 Director Assignments

4.  North Langley


5.  Rule 15 clarification


MOTION:  F. Campbell / J. Wright

Email vote


MOTION:  O. Germaine / M. Kelly

Motion to give WRSSBA (White Rock) an exception from Rule 12.01 for their four (4) players (2 15U A and 2 13U AA) allowing them to play for WRSSBA and the Cascade Crush for the 2014 Spring season.  Conditions to apply.

M/S/C – opposed S. Drysdale


To accept April minutes as amended.


M/S/C
CORRESPONDENCE:
League Registration – Abbotsford, Port Coquitlam, SOMBA, Rutland, Chase, White Rock, Victoria (update)

Affiliation – Abbotsford, Campbell River, Port Coquitlam

Email – Penticton – new President – Aqil Samuel – aqil.samuel@gmail.com
Email – White Rock – copy of insurance policy

Email – Andre Lachance – Baseball Canada – re coaching development

Email – Mary McCann – update 16U AAA roster

Email – Kevin Olender – President Duncan, pictures and newspaper article re opening day

Email – Victoria – June 21 – Harbor Cats – Baseball Day – David Laing to attend

Email – Duncan – June 22 – Harbor Cats – Baseball Day

Email – MLB – May 12 – “Sports Turf” seminar on maintenance of fields – Nat Bailey – contact David Laing at Baseball BC for more details

Email – Bullpen – Fred Sabatini – putting together team for Labor Day tournament in Arizona

Aldergrove – Summer All-Star message on web, Mike Sarai to follow up

Western News Sport – looking for interview on Wave Academy – interview declined

Baseball Canada – NCCP update – name change – Initiation change to Rally Cap

VBN Sports Television – no reply back to them as they are looking for money


BUSINESS ARISING:




Coaching Caravan Final Budget




Original budget for Caravan was $19,700 actual budget costs





is $15, 677

REPORTS:



President – Mike Sarai

Mike informed the board of the resignation of Mike Pheasey.  Need new director for Midget.
My report begins with advising that I will be away on May 29 until further notice. Stuart will assume my responsibilities. 

The ball season is well under way with much activity. I’m pleased to have gotten out to some ball games the past week.

John Berry and I are proceeding to work on a draft policy with regards to Rule 12. More specifically B.C. Minor presently continues to receive correspondence within the sport of players participating with Academies and or private independent programs whom are forming ball teams and entering tournaments outside of B.C. Minor’s scope. We are presently researching what policies B.C. Hockey and B.C. Soccer have in place within their sport. Our plan is to have the draft in place by the fall.

On another item, I’m pleased to report the “Team 1040” radio spot B.C. Minor is partnered with has gotten off the ground well. I reached out to a few of our local associations and have received an outstanding response from them to participate with the interviews which will be recorded and broadcast to the listening audience. Team 1040 has labeled this item as “Community Diamond Star”. Thanks to Rob Fai for the present and ongoing interviews he is conducting resulting in several goals primarily for our local associations. David Laing and I are the contacts for this through the ball season to which I ask of other associations to seriously consider participation in this promotional opportunity. 

Western Canada will be implementing “Pointstreak” for their Championship tournaments which can be followed on line.



1st Vice President – Stuart Drysdale

It has been a very busy month for the First Vice President, trying to get out to as many baseball parks and watching as much baseball as possible.  In April, I dealt with a couple different appeals that had arisen surrounding Player Eligibility, both of which decisions have been rendered, as well as several other issues at the Local Association level that required some assistance and guidance.

I have been speaking with Mike Sarai regarding him taking a step back at the end of the month for an undetermined amount of time for personal reasons.  In Mike’s absence, I will be assuming all role and functions of President.  During this time, Presidents are asked to contact myself if they have any questions and/or concerns.



2nd Vice President – Brian Davis



No Report



Treasurer – Ray Wearing / Brant Butler



As presented



Banquet follow up




Coaching fines



MOTION:  J. Braaten / Grant B




To accept Treasurer’s repot as distributed





M/S/C


Secretary – Val Greenwood




League registrations are now due, please send ASAP
Web Site - Tom Katelnikoff – John Braaten




Interlock for Lower Mainland and Interior are up 



85 teams now posting scores




Google Analytic – tracking visitors and time on site




“Iscore” – big hit




50 entries for photo contest
CRC (Criminal Record Check) – form will be posted on web site – Q & A will be done for AGM

13U AAA Nationals – August 21 – 25 – London, Ontario

New boundary map to be implemented – TeamPages to set up

Park directions are wrong – will be corrected

Do we want to go deeper with putting more interlock schedules up – to be discussed at September workshop

Looking for Association pictures to be put on web site

          

Island – Gary Trudell – Fraser Campbell
Fraser to meet with Eric to go over duties for Island




Island Meetings:






June 14 – Nanaimo – 12 noon – Rotary Club Field house






September 20 – Victoria – 12 noon – Red Barn – Lambrick



Interior – Tom Katelnikoff – Janice Wright

Busy time of the year, making schedules, dealing with registration, getting uniforms and equipment out is behind us now and the fun has begun. Kids are busy playing baseball.




The Okanagan was very pleased again with the Coaches Caravan.

I was able to attend both the Rutland and West Kelowna clinics. I have heard a lot of positive feedback from everyone I have spoken with.

Tournaments are already well underway.  Kelowna Minor Baseball held 15U AA tournament and West Kelowna Minor Baseball has held 13U AA tournament already. More are lined up for rest of the season.

In the Interior most divisions are interlocking, 13U and up, with some 11U teams interlocking. 

This upcoming weekend West Kelowna is hosting the 16U and 13U Selects tryouts. 




Registration seems to be pretty consistent throughout the Interior.




West Kelowna introduced the Grand Slam program this year to 

our 9U division. Big hit! We have 6 teams using pitching machines only.

They are progressing quickly. The pitching machines make a huge difference. Will keep you posted.



North – Ken Wood




No Report


DIVISIONS:



Junior Men’s – Brian Davis




Age capacity and limits – teams are allowed 2 overaged players
18U (Midget) – Serj Sangara, Wayne Bampton, Tom Katelnikoff



Fraser Campbell, Ken Wood




Select Team – Coach has been named





Budget – working with one presented earlier




Hosting Procedure Manual – is there one?




Victoria and Ridge Meadows – rule on cancelled games


MOTION:  R. Wearing / P. Weatherill


Motion to move meeting in “camera”.


M/S/C


MOTION:  P. Weatherill / O. Germaine


Motion to move meeting “out of camera”.


M/S/C


18U AAA (Midget) – 




No Report


18U Selects (Midget) – Serj Sangara




As above

18U AA (Midget) – Wayne Bampton




No Report



16U – Orville Germaine




No Report


13U (Pee Wee) – Orville Germaine, Grant Rimer, Brian Davis, Janice Wright,



Gary Trudell, Ken Wood



13U AAA (Pee Wee) – Orville Germaine




West Kelowna – going AAA in summer



Summer meeting – June 9 – 7:00pm – Comfort Inn – Surrey – all levels


13U AA (Pee Wee) – Grant Rimer




No Report



13U A (Pee Wee) – Brian Davis




No Report



John Main




Schedule is done and on web site


13U CABA



97 players have turned out so far 



Will evaluate players at John Main




Travel plans are complete


15U (Bantam) – Mike Kelly, Pat Weatherill, John Braaten, Tom Katelnikoff


Fraser Campbell, Ken Wood




15U AAA (Bantam) – Mike Kelly





Can Am tournament – disappointed no US teams are attending




8 teams are confirmed – can accommodate 10





League well underway – rain outs are being made up





Teams will be reviewed at Richmond tournament as to seeding





Kelowna needs to have new mounds – both need to be the same




15U AA (Bantam) – Pat Weatherill





No Report



15U A (Bantam) – John Braaten





No Report



11U (Mosquito) – Gary Trudell, Grant Butler, Fraser Campbell, Janice Wright



Ken Wood




All quiet on the Western front.


Rally Cap – Grant Butler, Janice Wright, Gary Trudell, Ken Wood




BC Minor would like feedback from Associations participating in program

COMMITTEES:



Girls – Val Greenwood / Wayne Bampton

Due to personal family business, Bill Becket has resigned as coach of the 13U girls’ team.




Upcoming dates:





May 6 – Kensington Field 3 (Burnaby) 6:00 pm





May 13 – Kensington Field 3 (Burnaby) 6:00 pm





May 26 – Kensington Field 3 (Burnaby) 6:00 pm





May 10 – Lombardy Field (Kelowna) 11:00 am

May 31 & June 1 – Selects Female Development – mentoring and umpire clinic.  Location and time TBA





June 14 & 21 – Tryouts for the 16U selects team – more info to follow





May 17 – 19 – 16U – Ross Tournament – Newton

Still looking for coaches for the U20 team, if you are interested go to the Baseball BC website and fill out application

We are asking all the Presidents with girls aged 11 and up in their programs to please pass along this information.



Eligibility – Pat Weatherill




Have received 110 releases, which have been approved

 3 outstanding to come, after looking through registrations that have been received
To Date, 8 North Vancouver registered players, 3 West Vancouver players.

Cloverdale – White Rock – grandfather players



Boundaries - Brian Davis / Orville Germaine




No Report

Rules – Stuart Drysdale / John Braaten

The Rules Committee has dealt with two (2) protests from the 15U AAA Division and the decisions have been rendered.  The Rules Committee has received many emails with regards to various rules (quite a few regarding Pitching) throughout April.  All have been answered


Discipline – Stuart Drysdale

It has been a very busy April, especially with the implementation of Rule 15.01.  We have seen a definite increase in ejections compared to last year, with majority resulting from this rule.  Coaches and Players need to stay reminded that gone is the acceptance of “Questioning, Commenting and Arguing” with umpires over judgement calls and/or showing a lack of respect towards officials on the field.  The quicker this is realized, and then we will see a decrease in ejection on the field, because coaches will begin to concentrate on coaching and players will concentrate on playing – instead of concentrating on things outside their control.

In April, there was twenty-one (21) ejections, the break down by division, is as follows:

11U


1

13U A

1

13U AA

0

15U A

1

15U AA

2

15U AAA

5

18U AA

10

18U AAA

1

Out of these twenty (21) ejections, twelve (12) are contributed to both coaches and players “Questioning, Arguing and/or Making Comments” on judgement calls.  The new rule accounts for fifty-seven (57) percent of the ejections in April.  Compared to last season, in April (2013) there was eleven (11) ejections – which equates to an increase of just under fifty percent (50%).

Additionally, while making my rounds around to several of the ball parks, I have witnessed many coaches still taking liberties in constant questions and commenting.  In the month of April, these coaches were spoken to; however, if it continues as BC Minor Executives and Local Executives need to step in and ask the coach or player to leave – it is not alright for this to continue, just because young umpires are afraid to eject.



Umpire Liaison – Stuart Drysdale




Meeting in May – Stuart and Pat to meet with John Berry


High Performance – Mike Kelly / Orville Germaine




Dates are on Baseball BC web site


NCCP - Ray Wearing / Grant Butler




No Report


Risk Management – Stuart Drysdale

Grant Butler has looked into an excellent opportunity and will be reporting accordingly


Coaching Development – Mike Kelly
Having spent almost two weeks on the Island, Lower Mainland and the Interior, having taught close to 3000, kids, parents, and coaches eaten about 30 hotel and restaurant meals and the famous B C Ferries gourmet food slept in thirteen different beds and received very positive feedback from all the communities we have visited.  

The road trip started in Victoria, in an indoor facility, and with numbers that may have been affected by the beautiful sunny day outside.  Port Alberni was quite a hit, comparing this year’s number of 175 to last year’s numbers of about 20.  Campbell River, Nanaimo, and Duncan were all huge hits as well with parents, coaches, and kids alike.  Coaches in the Initiation clinics received outstanding instructions from Peter Caliendo and overall the Island experience was a memorable one for all concerned.

The weekend was spent in the lower mainland and then off to the interior.  The facilities in the Interior were outstanding with great attendance in Kamloops, Vernon, Rutland, Penticton, and West Kelowna with great turn outs in all venues.

I would like to personally thank the following Baseball B C for the continued support the instructors and the membership for believing in the program.



Coaching Conference – Mike Kelly




Arrangements are being made with Langley Events Center



Will use the 2 turf fields


Challenger Liaison – Grant Butler / Mike Pheasey




No Report


Grass Roots – Grant Butler, Gary Trudell, Janice Wright




No Report



Scholarship – Midget Directors




No Report


PR – Sponsorship – Marketing – Travel – Pat Weatherill / Tom Katelnikoff




No Report


NEW BUSINESS:

1. Team Travel

Waiting on 13U girls to Edmonton

13U Boys Nationals – needs to be changed to same day travel

2. Baseball BC – AGM
June 16 – Accent Inn – Burnaby (Hennessey Drive) 
Open meeting

BC Minor nominations:  Mike Kelly, Orville Germaine, Mike Sarai

MOTION:  G. Butler / P. Weatherill

Motion to support incumbent BCMBA board members on the Baseball BC Board.

M/S/C

3. Director Assignments

18U AAA – Provincial – open
18U AA – Provincial – Wayne Bampton
18U AAA Nationals – Quebec – open

18U AAA – Western Rep – Stuart Drysdale?

15U AAA Provincial - Rutland – Mike Kelly

15U AA Provincial – Burnaby – Pat Weatherill

15U A Provincial – Burnaby – John Braaten

15U AAA Nationals – Vaughn, Ontario – Mike Kelly

15U AAA Westerns – Spruce Grove, Alberta – John Braaten

13U AAA Provincial – Cloverdale – Grant Rimer

13U AA Provincial – Port Coquitlam – Orville Germaine

13U A Provincial – North Delta – Grant Butler

13U AAA Nationals – London, Ontario – Grant Rimer

13U AAA Westerns – Altona, Manitoba – Janice Wright

13U AAA Selects – Spokane, Washington – John Braaten

11U AAA Tier I Provincial – Kamloops – Janice Wright

11U AAA Tier II Provincial – Duncan – Eric Toneff

11U AA Provincial – Newton – Grant Butler

11U A Provincial – Victoria – Fraser Campbell

Jr. Men’s – New Westminster – open

Western AA Tier II – Swift Current – Gary Trudell, Wayne Bampton

4. North Langley
Application for affiliation in 2015 – pending approval 

Approximately 350 players

Aldergrove to be informed

BCMBA rep to attend AGM in June?

Will need to meet with BCMBA and Aldergrove – re: boundaries

Will assist with transition – re:  NCCP

Have their reps attend BCMBA AGM in November




First priority of BCMBA is to current members

5. Rule 15 – Clarification
Suspended player or coach is to sit next game.  Rain out or exhibition games DO NOT count as games.  The game MUST BE PHYSICALLY PLAYED.

MOTION TO ADJOURN – 8:22 PM – B. Davis / P. Weatherill
M/S/C

Next meeting June 3rd at Baseball BC office
