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Tournament Dates: August 23 – August 24, 2025
Age Groups: 8U–12U
All games will be played in Central Standard Time (CST)

Age Group Details
	Age Group
	     Birth Year
	     Format
	     Roster Size
	     Ball Size 

	8U
9U–10U
	     2018
     2017–2016
	      4v4         
      7v7
	     10  
     12
	     Size 3
     Size 4

	11U–12U
	     2015–2014
	      9v9 
	     16
	     Size 4


Guest Players: 
Up to three (3) guest players U10 and under allowed per team.
Up to four (4) guest players U11 and over allowed per team.

Small-Sided & Age Group Regulations
FCE United Tournament adheres to all US Soccer and Indiana Soccer mandates:
· Age groups are determined by birth year (e.g., players born in 2006 are 18U in Fall 2025).
· Teams must play in their age group’s required format. No exceptions.
Format Rules:
· 8U teams may not play up to 9U or 10U (7v7).
· 9U–10U teams must play 7v7.
· 11U–12U teams must play 9v9.
Field Sizes:
· 4v4: 30x20 yds
· 7v7: 47x30 yds
· 9v9: 75x47 yds
Heading Rules (12U and below):
Heading is not allowed for players 12 and under. Any header results in an indirect free kick for the opposing team.

Online Tournament Check-In Requirements
U.S.-based Teams Must Submit:
1. USYSA or US Club Soccer player passes (including guest players).
2. Official validated roster.
3. Medical release forms (on-site for all players).
4. Travel permit for out-of-state teams.
5. Emergency contact info (coach/manager & hotel).
International Teams Must Submit:
1. Player passes/IDs from a recognized governing body.
2. Travel permit from national/provincial association.
3. Medical releases for all players.
4. Official roster with guest player list.
5. Emergency contact info (coach/manager & hotel).

Team Uniforms & Equipment
· Home team wears light color; visiting team must change in case of conflict.
· Both teams must bring two (2) full uniform sets.
· Shin guards are mandatory and must be worn under socks.
Player Passes & Roster Numbers
· Shirt numbers must match the tournament roster. Handwritten changes allowed if no duplicates.
· USYS or US Club player/coach passes must match the roster.

Match Rules & Gameplay
Matches follow FIFA Laws of the Game with tournament modifications. USSF-certified referees will be used.
Match Lengths:
	Age Group
	Halves

	8U
9U–10U
	2x20 min
2x25 min

	11U–12U
	2x30 min


· No overtime periods.
· Halftime is 10 minutes.
· Free substitutions at any stoppage with referee approval.
· A team must have at least:
· 3 players for 4v4 to start
· 5 players for 7v7 to start.
· 7 players for 9v9 start/continue.
9U–10U Goalkeeper Rules:
· No punting or drop-kicking.
· Ball must be thrown, rolled, or played from the ground.
· Opponents must retreat behind the build-out line.
Other Rules:
· Casts may be worn if padded and approved by the referee.
· No appeals or protests allowed (except for ineligible players, which require a $100 protest fee).
· Referees’ decisions are final.
· Game is considered official if the second half has started.

Discipline
· Ejected players/coaches must sit out the next game.
· Fighting or violent conduct results in suspension for the remainder of the tournament.
· Field Marshals collect player/coach passes after ejection and return after suspension served.
· Serious incidents will be reported to USYSA.

Scoring & Advancement U11 and U12 Only
Points System:
· Win = 3 pts
· Tie = 1 pt
· Loss = 0 pts
· Forfeit = 4-0 win to the opponent
Tiebreakers (in order):
1. Head-to-head (2 teams only)
2. Goal differential (max +4 per game)
3. Most goals scored (max 4 per game)
4. Fewest goals allowed
5. Penalty shootout (FIFA format)
Notes:
· Wild card teams will not face the winner of their own division in semifinals.
· Only players on the field at game’s end may participate in penalty kicks.


Awards
· 8U–10U: Participation awards only (no finals per Indiana Soccer rules)
· 11U–12U: 1st & 2nd place awards

Conduct & Sideline Behavior
Team Expectations:
· Respect all participants and referees.
· No abusive language.
· Coaches must remain within 20 yards of the centerline on their team’s half.
Spectator Guidelines:
· Positive encouragement only.
· No artificial noisemakers.
· Remain at least 5 ft from the field boundary.
· Alcohol, drugs, and tobacco are prohibited.

Hotels & Behavior
· All teams staying overnight must use tournament-approved hotels.
· Proper conduct in hotels is expected; violations may result in disciplinary action including point deductions or bans from future events.

Weather Policy & Rescheduling
· Games halted after halftime will be considered complete.
· If halted before halftime, attempts will be made to reschedule or reach halftime.
· If not rescheduled, score is recorded as a 0-0 tie.
· In unbalanced group play, average points per game will be used.
Note: Coaches and team managers are responsible for checking the tournament website for weather and reschedule updates.
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