
Membership Meeting 
January 13, 2025 
8:30 pm BlackJax 

 
Attendees: Steve Sieller, Jon Deem, John Gleason, Matt Francis, Tom Hilbert, Troy Walter, Brian Dierolf, Dan 

Karst, Sara Kingsbury, Jim Breen, Rob VanDagna, Tellis Hunter, Jill Michener, Ryan Davidheiser, Chris 
Michener, Matt Francis 

Motion to begin: Michener   Second:  Francis 
Officer Reports 

● Officer Reports 

● President - Steve Sieller 
● American Legion guests - Dennis Gass and Denise Harner 
● HS Spring Future Stars Camp - March 1 and 2 

● Registration 

▪ Current Numbers: 179 

▪ 13+ Registration Opening 2/1 

▪ Closing 2/15 

● Opening Day- Anything to add/change from last year 
▪ Date: Saturday, 4/12 

▪ Picture Day 

▪ Pete Kelly 

● Blazer Foundation Sponsorship 

▪ Golf Outing - $100 Golf Hole Sponsorship 

▪ Harlem Wizards - $100 Foul Shot Sponsorship  

● Parent Request - Playing Up a division 

● Rule changes: 
The International Board of Directors has approved the following rule changes, effective for the 2025 and 

2026 seasons: 

2025 Season – Cal Ripken Baseball, Babe Ruth Baseball (13-16 and 16-18 Divisions) 

1. Rule 11.03 Note - Clarification on Player Eligibility - Amendment: Delete "manager or coach.”  

At no time is it permissible for a player to appear on more than one “active/participating” 

tournament team roster in the same year. 

2025 Season – Babe Ruth Baseball (13-16 and 16-18 Divisions) 

2. Rule 6.10(h) – Clarification - The Designated Hitter may be used on defense while continuing 

to bat in the same position in the batting order.  However, the pitcher must bat in place of the 



substituted defensive player unless additional substitutions are made, in which case the 

manager must designate their spots in the batting order. 

2025 Season - Babe Ruth Softball 

1. Rule 11.05, Number 4 - Tournament Game Length.  

● All 14U, 16U, and 18U tournament games shall consist of seven (7) innings, unless the home 

team leads at the end of 6½ innings.  

● All 12U, 10U, 8U, and 6U tournament games shall consist of six (6) innings, unless the home 

team leads at the end of 5½ innings.  

● Timing Rule:  No new inning shall begin after 1 hour and 30 minutes. The official game time 

starts immediately after the pregame plate conference. 

2. Rule 11.05, Number 17 - If the score is tied at the end of regulation play (six innings; 12u, 10u, 

8u, 6u, or seven innings 14u, 16u, 18u,) teams will continue play in extra innings until a 

winner is determined.  At the start of each extra inning, a runner is placed on second base. 

The runner will be the last recorded batted out of the previous inning. A substitute runner 

may be used in accordance with substitution rules.   

3. Clarification - A COURTESY RUNNER – The pitcher and catcher may have a courtesy   runner 

every time they reach base.  The courtesy runner can be any player who is currently not in the 

lineup.  Courtesy running does not count toward the substitution count of either player. 

2026 Season - Babe Ruth Softball (All Softball Divisions) 

4.  Rule 0.02, Paragraph 2 - Age Determination Date. 

● Clarification: A player's age as of August 31, 2025, determines eligibility for the 2026 season. 

Eligible players:  At least 4 years old and no older than 18 years old as of August 31, 2025.  

      Breakdown by Division:  

● 12U: Players who are 12 or younger as of August 31, 2025.  

● 16U: Players who are 16 or younger as of August 31, 2025.  

● 18U: Players who are 18 or younger as of August 31, 2025. 

 

● Vice President - Bill Howells 
● No report 

● Treasurer - Ryan Davidheiser 
● Beginning Balance $ 69164 



● Ending Balance $ 79811 
● $ unrestricted  $ 53640 
● Motion to approve financial report: First:  Michener    Second: Breen 

● Secretary - Nate Romig 
● No report 

● Logistics - Chris Michener 
● Waiting on clarification for second or third child discount from website provide 

● League Representative: Jim Breen 
● Amity Township Updates 

▪ Auto renewed for 2025 with agreement 
▪ $3000 started fresh 

▪ Parks and Rec meeting next week 

▪ Need to get a lock for Lake Dr shed in left field 

● Union Township Updates 
▪ Out of Union, received letters. Need to clean out sheds. 

● Jim stepping down and Rob stepping into the position 

● Softball Update - John Gleason 
● Normal registration numbers so far 
● Going to have to be sharp on evaluations for players requesting to play up 

● Going to have a 10A and 10B for this season. No B division teams will have 

playoffs including 12U 

● 5 runs per inning down from 6 

● Ump fees revised 

● Rosters submitted at scheduling malay is playoff roster 

● Requesting second microwave at ACP 

● 10A will be travel team 

● 13+ Baseball Update -John Rushin 
● Player eligibility to be requested at presidents meeting 

● 12U Baseball Update - Matt Francis 
● Winter workouts underway, over 40 kids at majors and minors, lots of 

volunteers 
● Registration looking good 

● Chris Gross pulled the cages down and flags 

● Quickball training to be scheduled 

● Field Maintenance- Jon Deem 
● No report 

● Buddy Ball - Sara Kingsbury 
● Tentative schedule 



● Marketing  

● Field Hockey - Nicole Peiffer 
● Sponsorship/Fundraising - Kelly Packer 
● Old Business 

● None 

● New Business 

● None 

● Motion to adjourn 

● First: Ryan 

● Second: Francis 

 

Next Meeting Date: 2/10 

Location: BlackJax 


